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Hat there 5 a Summum Bonum, : 


chief Good to be enjoyed by Man, all 

ſorts acknowledg : ; Fhilof hers '\and 

Divines, Ancient and Modern, .  De- 
{fred by all ( as naturally as the greateſt flames 
4424 ihe little fbarks of Fire iſcend to their 
Y Sphere _) either confuſedly , or diftinitly 3 ate 
4 zained only by ſome, and in the fruition whereof, 
| true Happineſs confiſteth. But what that is, all 
{ agree not. © Varro out of Philoſopbers, and $t« 
Auguſtin ozt of Varro, maketh mention of twa 
'E bundred eighty and eight Opinions about it. Some 
placing it here, others there, and, bave according- 
*Y 'y purſued their own 'conceits, Error in this 
Þ Point is not more common than dangerots, being 
'F Þ otreaded with variety of Uncertainties z every 
one ſtriving ta maintain, what he doth moſt af= 
fett 3 whether an independng real-Good, og 


The Epiſtle 
hended and preſented, by an Underftand3Ri 
ing rightly informed , or an apparent Good" 
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of 


he lihsel 


He fulleth, Chriſt Reppett ir t0 ravſe' bim” againilſ®! 
ew Covenant is eſtabliſhed\, whereof” ChrifWſt'* 
#9 Head , ' undertakes +0. perform Conditions” 

. Thi Hitmane Natitre muſt be wnited'\to the Dia" 
vine;"in his Perſon , that 'Chrift might ſufferſ*h 
what Man had deſerved; and Man'/might veceivd Se 
what Chrift metited, The ' Hypoſtavical UVniong®t 
i#" the ground or medium of another Myſtical Vnis be 

 0n, whereby every Penitent Believer 1s made' a pa. b. 
taker of the Diviae Nature, and' of al-the privi- L 
telges of Chriſt's Obedience, as if theyhad dont 
# #n their own Perſons > as, of | Adoption, Faſtifi|<* 
cation, Santtification; Glory. The End was firſt; P, 
the \Reaſonable "Creature thought- on next , - be 
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Ihe Means loft. All which were fareſcen and 
brdered by . au eternal AG of the firſt Cauſe; not 
ut for this, or this ofter that not the Means 
firſt, for the End, nor the End ſo firſt, as a mo- 
Size tothe Means 3 but the End,Objet,and Means 
 aogetber,, according to the freedom and counſel of 
onbis Wall , foreſeeing ftill to preſerve an order in. 
ix be means, both of Precedency, and inſtrumental 
nlAEfficieucy. He willed the Law aud Goſpel ſhould 
ble Preached, that Knowledg and Faith might. 
bleþe wrought in bis > he willed Faith, that they 
ISnight be juſtified > be willed Taſtification, that 
ribey might be ſandified aud glarified. He willed 
Jeffiell theſe joyntly,” that the End might be attained 
fter all, viz. The Communication of bis own Ex- 
ihaefellency., for the compleating of Man's Felicity. 
It is not theſe Titles therefyre, can make Man 
lefappy- The line of his Life being drawn forth 
miffvith ſo many uncertainties, and. the height of big 
AR Pomer laid on ſo weak a foundation, At one 
ir Þ ime or other, of the beſt it may be ſaid, and th; 
greateſt on Earth may ſay of himſelf, I was all 
Ferſthings, and yet nothing, part of the Emperoy 
rdSeverus his Speech to bis Council and Captaing, 
onfjat York, where ſbortly after be died; leaving 
A bebind bim this Teſtimony, as r1«ny others have 
Ebave done, That Man's chiefeſt Good 15 not bere be- 
vi fow. The Earth in ber moſt glittering furniture 
mel but Earth, Fabulous and Enthuſuſtick, and 
fa can afford but brittle Happineſi, Honour, Riches. 
ſt; Pleaſure, are but deceitful Tays : So far from 
nd(9cing Man's bappineſl,that they often prove greater 
© ERS | 'A'3 ea 
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letts than belps towards Happineſs. Our chief 
eſt good is Bonum immobile &' immutabile 
but Riches make themſelves Wings, and are un 
certain \ like the Swallow in Winter ſeaſon, ſud 
denly bidding farewel,- never perhaps returni 
again 4s a word once fpoken, mneſcit vox r 
ſa reverti. Our chief Good is Bonum #ternutt 
& perfe&um 3 while Carnal Pleaſures, even tl 
deepeſt here, are moſt empty, frothy, and mom 
tany ; like Comets made fat with ſmoaks a 
vapours of the Earth, and in ftead- of giving 
Light and Brightneſs, they bring forth Murd: 
and Contagions, Our chief Good is Bonum Im 
mortale 3 firm and ever flouriſhing, always th 
ame but Honour is fading, and often burie 
in the Duſt, or quickly ſwallowed up in Oblivion 
Man was happy by Creation , while the prin 
faculties of the Soul had that bliſsful Objefl 
to reflet upon the true God YI, in whont 
only is found a ſatisfying ſufficiency, to fill wntl 
contentment , the infinite appetite of the Sowl. 
When man turned from the Creator to the Cre! 
ture, he loſt a real for a ſeeming Happineſi ; on 
ly in this happy, that tbe footſteps to true Hap 
pineſs are left imprinted in the Fall : Let bim but 
once think whence he is fallen, and return, andf cc 
he cannot mifi of Happineſs, No regaininz-t 
without returning. Return, return, O Shula- 
mite, return. How often and earneſt doth the 
Lord call for it, as that one Thing neceſſary, 
which ſhould be nioft intended by us * How vain 
and empty is the Creature * How full aid ſolid 
| the 
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off the Creator * Deformity in the one, Beauty in 
the other > Bitterneſs in this, Sweetueſs in that. 
MJ To fear God, and keep his Commandments, 
df is the whole of Man: The Duty and Dig- 
infl nity, Honour and Felicity of Man; to know 
$ Thee, and wiom thou haſt ſent, is Eternal 
$ Life: In his Preſence is fulncſs of Joy, and 
at his Right Hand are Pleaſures for evermore. 
In him are all the PerfeQions of all Creatures by 
way of Eminency, Quicquid convenit enti qua» 
# tenus ens 3 illud maxime competere in pri- 
mum ens, quod eſt Deus : Who may be enjoy- 
ed, either by Faith, properly termed Felicity 
I bere in the Way ; or by Senſe, in our Country, 
tells more fitly called Beatitude. Here is a ſhort and 
om ſure Way, retarn to God by Chrift, 

mull and be bappy for ever. How this is Eph.1.10- 
ed brought about, and how it may be Col.2.10- 
only diſcerned, is the ſubjet of the fol-- 

lowing . Diſcourſes > wnto which I have taken 
leave to prefix your Name 3 and by this poor way 
endeavoured to ſerve you, fince more ample De- 
on monſtrations are wanting to my weak Abilities : 
api} Not doubting but your Noble Diſpoſution will be 
but ſatisfied with ſuch ordinary Acknowledgments, 1 
nay commend you to the Bleſſing of Heaven, and re- 


rot main, 


the Your Servant in Chriſt, 
WW. CROMPTON. 


ADVERTISEMENT: 


The Author being very remote from the 
Preſs, and not having ſeen the Sheet 
*tis likely ſome Errata's have eſcaped j 
which the Reader is entreated to Corre 
or Pardon. 


$a 8h 
Po$53555-5666008-84588 


HosSEA 2. 14. 


erefore, behold I will allure her, and 
bring ber into the Wilderneſs, and 
ſpeak comfortably unto ber. 


he 
t 
d . 
a Su His, with the reſt of the Chapter, 
is no Natiogal Hiſtory, limited to 
the Body, as ſome temporal Felicity, 
conveyed in a Promile to that Peo- - 
ple 3 but an Evangelical Prophecy, extended 
Ko the So, diſcovering the means, and aflſu- 
ing everlaſting Beatitude to the Church, as 
nder Grace, True it is, and from the Letter 
f the Text we may gather, that God was 
ood and bountiful to Iſa! 3 but ungrateful 
Bra! abuſed God's bounty. | As the fed 
awk torgets his Maſter, and as the Full Moon 
ets farthelt from the Sun3 fo they forzat God, 
nd wickedly departed from him; like ill 
rounds, they calt up Thorns where Roſes 
ere planted 3 they printed the Reps of Sin. + 
pon Divine Clemency ], Which moved the' 
ord to deprive her of his Bleſſings, and to 
end her into Captivity, by abſenice to learn 
B thr 
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he worth of his Preſence, and to take god 
cave and leiſure to bewail her own Fol 
[-What can he do leſs than- forget them, 
they may remember him? ] Where being< 
preſs'd, and diſconſolate, as a mourning W 
dow, bereft of Friends, and means to relie 
her, ſhe returns upon her{cf, and complai 
unto God, who ſaw her Tears; heard h 
Crics; and brouzht her from Babylon to C 
nan, turned all her bghing into tinging, ar 
made her rejoice on that Bed which Fad Ml 
ed in Tears, and made to ſwim agzin; lil 
David, Pſal. 6. 6. Repentance can tu 
"Croſles into Comforts and like the Philoſgtc 
phers ſtone, make Golden AfMiftions. Bu 
all this was for a farther intent and putþol 
even to ſet forth their Sin, fpiritual B 
and the manner of Converſion. Under tha 
this was meant. And fothe words are to h 
taken. with the beſt Interpreters of the mani 
ner of God's dealing in the diſpenſation of hi 
Grace to all in Covenant with him. | 
The ordinary Method which he obſerveth ig! 
beftowing Grace upon Men converted afte 
aQtual Sins, is here fully diſcovered. 
Firſt, He convinceth all thoſe of their Sins, W- 
. that diftin&ly and throughly,whom he intendÞi 
'ro convert 5 as the skiltul Chirurgeon ſearch 
cth that Wound to the bottom, which he la@Þ 
-borrs to heal. This may be gathered from thi 
2, 4, 5 verſ. Pletd with your Mother, plead 
jor ſhe is nor my Wife, neither am I her Hurband 
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8 Let her therefore pnt away ber Whoredoms out of 
© her Sight, &&c. As'if the Lord ſhould take a 
Prodigal afide, and fay,, Thefe and thefe, O 
fl Man, are thy Sins, thy Wantonnefs and Un- 
clkannefs, thy Oaths and Lies, thy Pride and 
ev Covctouſnek 3 thus it is with thee 3 - thor art 
the Men, that haſt abuſcd my Bleflings, pro- 
Gfancd my Ordinances, and mif-pent thy time, 
CMand which is worſt of al}, haſt often retufted 
Grace fo ſcrioufly offered : flay how, and 
conlidet it, what will be the end hereof ? | God's 
Word is not like a Shadow, which repreſent-. 
urgeth obſcurely and confuſedly ; but as a Glafs, 
or rather a Picture, which fetteth forth things 
In their diſtinct Linearhents | Which Con- 
vidion is begut and finiſhed, in part by the 
ww, and in part by the Goſpel, as in the 

quel will appear. 
Secondly; He threatneth and denounceth 


anfſdeſerved Judpments, if they ill perſiſtand gv 
hiffon in their ſinful Practices 3 in verſ, 6, 9, 16, 
11, 12, 13, Therefore, behold T will bedge uþ 

1 iff by ay with Thorns, and make a Wall, that ſhe 
ftelfſhall not find ber Paths, Therefore will IT return, 
Yona take away my Corn in the time thereof, 8c. 

5, WF- e. Except thou accept of Grace, now inthis 
ndFhy day, cxcept thou repent and turn to me, 
ch will purfue thee with variety of Rods, both 
 IaWrivative and poſitive, and will never leave 
thaEhee, till thou be arhended or confounded. 
ad Wer is Sin and Obſtinacy that putteth Thunder- 
1d4olts into God's hand, and provoketh him' 
L B 2 to 


to do his Work, his ſtrange Work; and. to brir 
'. to paſs his Act, his (ſtrange A. 

Thirdly; , He proceedeth to ſome meltin 
Promilſes, inthe 14 verſc and others follo 
ing 3 like Sun-ſhine-after a boiſterous Storm 
or ſome. purling Dew after a waſting heat 
or refreſhing Spring after a nipping Winte 
The $#n of Righteouſneſs never loves to ſet in 
Cloud... 1 will give her the Valley of Achor 
a Door »of Hope :: i,T will make a Covenant fa G 
them» with the Beaſts. of the Field, 8&c. Th@ti 
meaning whereof is thus much : If both. thr 
\ former. ways, viz. of Conviction and Aﬀicti 
on, ſhall prove incffecual, (as indeed the 
would; -it the Lord ſhould leave them there 
and go no further, ) if neither prevail to brin| 
thee home unto me, rather than thou ſhoulde 
remain ſtill in the State of Nature, or in th 
"Wilderneſs of Legal Terror, but almoſt con 
verted or elſe after thy Confirmation. of { 
Lea2ue and Covenant with me, fhould'ſt to 
tally and tmally apoſtatizez 1 will take t 
whole. Buſineſs into my own hand, and ge 
one ltep further with thee,. uſing ſuch mean 
as work infallibly, and never fail: I will al 
lare her into the Wilderneſs, &c. 
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Wherein are three things to be explained 
all tending to the Confirmation of the Propc 
lition laid down in the beginning, viz. 


I, The 
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ml The Certainty of the Work here inten- 
eat ded: | Iwill allureher, and I will ſpeak, 
[ _ tober |. | 


n re 
fall The Lord is ferious in his Offer of : 
Grace, and infallible in working it at one 
Th time or other, for the Converlion of all thoſe 
thlin Covenant with him. Though it be full . 
4A of difficulty, yet it is certain for ſucceſs. , It is * 
hel difficrslt, therefore the Lord undertakes it, 
ret when no other means is able to do'itz and 
 cert2inly it ſhall be done in his time and way. 
{{ Theretore he promiſeth and annexeth, cer- 
J tain binding Particles, the more to aſſure it in 
our apprehenſion, 573m 199 Therefore, be- 
bold, which Particles are diverfly conſtrued 
by divers great Divines, not unskiltul in the 
th&holy Tongne, cauſing ſome obſcurity about the 
gd meaning, but more touching the ConneCtion of - 
an] thefe with the former words; what dependance 
al& they have, and what Grammatical Conſtruci- 
on they may admit. Some take and ynder- 
ſtand them here caſually only, as if their pto- 
ed fanencſs and ftubborneſs in Idolatry, had been 
>o4 the moving caufe to this Evangelical Work ; 
but then it would follow, Let as fin, that Grace 
& may abound. Which Devils Logic the A- 
hefj polile confuteth, Rom. 6. Others take them 
B 3 illa-' 
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ilatively, thus : Seeing ſhe is grown to thatſhg 
height of WickedneG, ſo vile and fo proudee 
that there is no hope nor poſlibility of hay 
thinking or willing by.any ſtrength of herow 
to return, therefore I will make her mindfu 
and willing to come home: {| O the nc 
ver enough adored Depth of God's free Gracg 
and ſyper-abundant Love to his Peaple 8, | 
will heal them, and lead them alſo, and reſtore 
Cornforts unto them. This cannot be miſſj- 
ked. Only a third ſort may be adjoined, viz. offi 
thoſe who take them adverſatively alſo, denoti 
ting the Order in any buſineſs, as 2zoT7 4 
Greek, and poſtes in Latin 3 and then the 
meaning is, as if 'the Lord had ſaid, Sceing 
the farmer means doth it not, T will affay 
another; I will add my Spirit to her AﬀMidi- 
on, and to corporal Rods I will bring in ſpiri- 
tual Troubles, to the Law, the Goſpel; which 
ſhall not fail of my propoſed end. 
bebold in the laſt place, 1 will undertake to dg! 
it verily, truly, undoubted]y. | 

Here are ſeveral uſeful Dodrines ariſing, 
worthy obſervation. Viz. 


Do. 1. That the Lord can and doth turn 
*," great Sinners into eminent Saints, 


He turns a Wilderneſs into a River. Asin 
ſeveral Changes in the World, Stars fall from 
the Firmamient, to be changed intoDunghils 3. 
| fo kere, the Dunghils of the Earth mount up 
to 
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Dato: Heaven, to be metamorphoſed inito- Stars. 


£o much he promiſeth todo 3 and iris uſual 
with him to advance them higheſt in. his fa- 
ur, who hive been leaſt efecmed' in; the 
orld. Not many miſe Men' after the fleſh, not 

any” mighty, not' many. noble ; but God hath 
| bofan the fooliſh things 'of the World to confound 

» wife, 1 Cor. 1. 26,27. Chriſt's Diſciples 

Te not fetch'd from among the Roman 
pnquerors 3 no Auguſtus, or Alexande;*or 
high noble Blood of the Earth gave denomina- 
Jon tO their Pedigree neither took they their 
infRife from amodg the Jewiſh R abbins.” They 
hefÞwere not ſeaſoned: with' Athenian Eloquence; 


nefnor beautified with any gay and\ fplendid 
El matters ofthis Worldi- They were'obfeyred 


i-J withiPoverty, and ſhadowed with meannefs; 
_—_—_— of Name and Gifts, ef a poorcon- 
tible Trade, even Fifvermen. called from 
'of. Fiſh; to1ay'out for' Souls; - The 
Lou eattcrh out his Merewries of the moſt un- 
F likely pieces of Timberhe will havehis Fem- 
ple- built of ' rough” and!: vnpoliſti'd* Stones; 
When Feruſalem was in fuch miſery; ; that ſhe 
could-not help her IE; ho' more aha r 
Intant, and for' others they would not! ok 
16. 5. No eye pinied'* bis, - to ra hen: 
tor hor; or to have any torbpaiſion upd her 
Thar'T: paſſed by (Aaihthe Lord), and looked 
upon thee, &c. Lo herc, Heaven ſmiled upon 
Hell !: A old: broken: Irſtrument is ttired, 
and: made melodious3'' the-it be "the ſme 
B 4 String, 


W 


(8) 
String, yet it is quite. otherwiſe tuned. :HathſR», 
not God choſen the Poor of this World: ? Jam. 2. 5he 
He hides T ceafure under the Bark and MantlSio 
of mean;,Perſons, baſe ;and abje in:appeaÞla 
rancc. The loſt Sheep, and-fick' Men, - aWait 
they. have:-moſt need, both in truth, and inffls { 
'- their. own apprehenſion, {ſo have they. molfgot 
benefit by the Phylician.+ Did not our Savicho! 
our..tell the Pricſts and Elders among th$f 
Zews,\.that notwithſtanding all their Traditi 
ons: and; Ceremonies, Publicans and Harlo 
would believe ſooner,; and: enter the Kingas 
of: Heaven. before them ? 'Mat.21.31, And that 
many ſhould come from the Eaſt and Weſt, to 
dawn with. Abraham; Iſaac, and Jacob, in tl 
Kingdom of Heaven 31'when the Children-of the 
Kingdom ( who had ſo good. conceit of,*themaÞa 
ſclues,..25 if aut of dayger,). ſhould. be caſt intoffa 
wtter;Darkneſs.*: Manaſſes,did evil in the fight of i 
therLord; like the: abominations,of the Heathen. 
be built the bigh Places-\and. flrange: Ajtars;: bt 
obſerved. Times, 2 Chao8433» 3:14;5, 6 'YetP: 
the.Lordibrought hich homeat length throughſhs 
this Wildepneſs into. Canaan «Mary MagdalexP 
wasa;None-ſuch of unglezsneſs, ſhe was poſe 
ſeis'd with ſcyen Deyils+- yet Chriſt calt theniſſh 
out; ;and.of a Den pfDevils mage her a Tem 
ple;for the Holy $pyxit to-dwell in... St. Paul 
was a\Blaſpheger,,a Pexſecutor, 'mounted. if 
bis, wayite; Daweſeas, to hale the poox Chriſti] 
4ns:t19 Priſon; ;but.the Loxd had Qchaſen himjÞ 
and} now _ changes the Serpens into. a + mbiteÞþ 
1nd "EE Rod. | 


OP" 1 
Kod, St. Auftin was greatly infeted with 
She Sin of his Country, which was as conta- 
ious for Chaſtity, as the North Wind for 
2Þlants 3 for a great Writer, ſpeaking of Afric,' 
aith it wasa Comntry of Loves, and that it was: 
5 ſtrange a Man ſhould be an African, and 
Wot be an African, asto bean African, and 
ot to be laſciviow. He had a Svul as it wee' 
he$f Sulphur, ſo much was it diſpoſed to take 
ire, that he haſtencd to throw himſelf into 
ze midſt of Flames. In ſhort, he fell into 
She Snares he defired, and was involved in 
Wonderful Labyrinths, where the end of 
ne ſinful Paſſion was the beginning of ano- 
her. But behold here an admirable ſport of 
FF rovidence, way-laying and contriving the. 
alvation ' of this great Soul, who became 'a” 
are Spectacle, and worthy the contideration 
ff noble Spirits 'for of an' earthen Pot he is 
. Wade a Veſſel of Gold. | 
bY Luther ( in'whoſe Converſion the Divine 
etPower was moſt reſplendent) of a mad Monk, 
ghs he called himſelf, was made a zealous' 
Proteſtant, Baſilides was ſometimes a cruel 
xecutioner of -Chriſtians, that" afterwards 
Fvas called, - and died for the Teſtimony 'of 
feſus. 1.” 
Aretizs ſpeaks of a certain Man in his time;' 
it is no teigned. Story, faith he, for I ſaw: 
ſti-Yhe Man with. my own eyes) who was 'a: 
m;File deſperate Sinner, a Drunkard, Swearer, 
yanton, &c.' and fo continued . for many 


years 3 


(10) 
yearsz but at length God. brought him'in 
the Wilderneſs, where he laid down the flo 
ery Crowns which he bare on his Read, 
Drunkepneſs, and unthrifty Riots, and er 


kindled with zcal to God, lived holily, ani] 


died comfortably, 

Not to mention others, who converte 
from a difſolute, prophane Converſatior 
found Mercy, and became eminent Inſftrumen 
in the Church of God. Few experience 
Chriſtians, Divines, eſpecially, but can ac 
Inftances of their own Obſervation, hc 
firangely the Lord hath turacd! Men tron 
Wantonneſs to Chaſtity, , from Drunkenne 
to Sobricty, from common Swearing to fe 
an Oath 3 even then when they were runni 
in a violent and dclighttul motion tow: 
Hell. 

Now, why the Lord ſuffers his own to 
out fo far befcre he redaim them, we- 
with revezence and ſubmiffiogn.conceive it is, 

Firſt, forthe declaration of his own: C | 
neſs, both in regard of his wonderful Powe 
and. abſolute Freedom. 

Of his Power, ctfeQting this in ſome with 
out any ordinary means,. as: be dealt. wi 
Abrabam and Paul; in others by weak- ar 
unlikely means, ' as by the Minifiry *of -poolf 
Filher-men, preaching the. Croſs: ' 
great God out of {mall Acorns brings up:-hu 
Oaks, and uſually hangs. great weights : 
fictle Wires, whereby he ſets.out to:the view 


(11) 
11 the ſplendox of his Omnipotent Agency. ] 


nd in a third fort, he doth it againſt all or- 
inary means 3 as when he occalions Con+ 


Mcrſion by ſome Sin, Affliction, or Pexſecuti» 


n: as the curious Alchynuſt doth by his 
ill extract Gold and Silver out of baſer 
:tals'3 and as the wiſe Phyfician coxreterh 


k oyſanful Ingredients, and maketh them 


{edictnal. 

And as of his Power, fo of his «bſolmte Free- 
to do what he will with his own, dif- 

ſing his Grace, both when, to whom, and 


uffou he will ; paſhng by the Great, Rich, 


arned, ( Stars of the firſt magnitude, or 
e greateſt Letters of the Alphabetr,,) and 
al Formalifis of the World, to pitch an 
Dor, mean, and ignorant Wretches. Whese 
in hath abounded, Grace doth ſuper-abound. 
urgunt indoiti, & rapiunt Calum. &c. as Au- 
ſtin ſpeaks3 the Kingdom of Heaven ſuffers 


s, Wolence from thepoor loſt Sheep; while others - 


fed up with their conceited Riches, of 


$nowledg and Holineſs, dreaming of Self- 
WÞfbciency, are kept out, aud thruſt. dawninto 


chifcl1!. It he ſhould do otherwiſe, ard call on- 


thoſe, in whoſe Policy and Life could be 


Wen ſome outward Goodneſs to ſhine forth, 


»M. 
[ 
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len would believe what ſome cannot forbear 


© lay, that it is the work of Men that oblj- 


$ God to call them 3 and if in rigour they. 
not worthy of this Favour, they merit it.at 
t.in a ſeemline(s of Equity and Congruity, 


as 


(-r2z)) 

as they ſpeak of it in the Schools. of Rome, At 
therefore further, we may conceive it is to pt 
Claim the F reeneſs of his Grace; no natural Al 
. lities can merit it, nor any Sin hinder the þ 
"ftowing of it. The Wind bloweth where it liſte 
Nos ſolemus eligere digniores, at Deus . ut oft 
dat ſuam eleftionem non ex noftris merits, ſed 
ſola ſua gratia fieri, ſolitus eft indigniores elig 
Zanch. (i.e. Men chuſe the moſt worth 
but'the Lord chuſeth the moſt unworthy; * 
ſhew that his Choice is not grotinded on gl 
Merits, but on his own free Grace. 


Secondly; © It is for the Inſtruction of thi 


Church. And fo, 
7. That no Fleſh ſhould glory in his Pf 


Ol 
IE) 


ſence; 'but that the Glory might be wholſ 


aſcribed to the Lord, whoſe only work it mt 
needs be acknowledged in ſuch Liberrine 
There is nothing to merit, nor any prever 
ing Abilities ftirring, to ſhare with the Loy 
inithis Work. And indeed the Lord's power 
molt manifeſt in reclaiming ſach wild Prod 
gals, in waſhing ſuch Blackmoors, & changir 
{ach Leopards. Drgitns Dei! All that 
and hear, may wonder and ſay, It is th 
Finger of God 3 or ( as Protogenes ſaid off 
curious Line; which he ſaw drawn in a Pain 
er's Shop, None but Apelles could draw this; 
' none but God" could do this. It is a Wor 
"worthy of none; but of him who can do whi 
he will -and. will do what he hath purpoſed 
This 1s indeed the | ercat Miracle-of the World 
fc 


( 13.) 
o change Lions into Lambs, Sinks into 
ountains, Thorns into Roſes. Mercy 'is 


Wiever ſo reſplendent as over Miſery. The Ice 
Wf Winter makes the Beauty of the Spring 3 
W)arkne(s contributes tothe Luſtre of Light 3 


\ 


or is'the Sun more bright, than after an E- 
ipſe: Thus Grace, which 1s the Splendor 


We Eternal Light, makes it ſelF.to be ſeen. in. 


. 


ore triumph, where it hath ſubdued mott” 
niquity. And Praiſe will be more fully af- 
ibed to him, by ſuch as could deſerve no 
avour, both occaſionally and pradically.” 


Wccafionally, in regard of others, who are ſtir- 
tl 


d up thereby-to admire his Power, to mag- 
ify his Love, and to hope for acceptance 


(Wpon their unfeigned ſubmiſſion: And pragi- 


ally, in reſpe& of themſelves, who are com-, 
only. more humble and thankful, zealous 


| e nd watchful ever after. 


Obſerve ſuch as have drank deep of the de- 


olffeiful Cup of Rebellion and Prodigality, and.. 


ter come to taſte of the bitter Potion of ' 


aÞpund Humiliation, and ſay, whether you do 


ot tind them of an excellent temper? - Paul 


Fcing made ſenſible of himſelt,as the greateſt of 


inners,how paiſionatly doth he break farth to 


Wdmire the Love and Mercy of God! T was a 
nW/ſphemer, a Perſecutor,and injurious 3 but by the 
SFrace of God I am what I am, And this Grace 


ſtowed upon me was not in vain, but I laboured 


ha-vre abundantly, &c. Where you ſee | his 


Wiligence in redeeming the Time, and aſcri- 


bing 


( 14) 
cans his Change . wholly to the Grace 


2. That none in the Church ſhould deſp 
eſpecially among thoſe in whom the Offer 
Mercy hath ſtirred up any defire after } 
This Reaſons rendred by the Apoſile, 1 Tali 
I.16. For this cauſe I obtained Mercy, that; 
we firſt Teſus Chriſt might ſhew forth all Lonfifi: 
ſuffering, for a Pattern to them which ſhould aff 
believe on bim to Life everlaſting. He that ſeex 
ed to be an Epitome, an Abridgment of 
Wickednefs, obtained Mercy tor this caul 
that Jeſus Chritt might ſhew forth all 
ſuffering, i. e. evidence by full demonſftratic 
fo thatall might ſee, and fay, There is Me 
cy with Chrift that he may be feared, yell 
Mercy rejoycing over Judgment. Thougi#/ 
your Sins be in number like a Cloxd, and tall; 
quality, like Crimſon or Scarlet ; Tet come, Il 
us reaſon together, ſaith the Lord, and 1 wi 
the them white as Snow or Woolt: Yea, the 
(ſhall be as tho they had never been. Sin 
"finite in reſpect of matter, but Divine Merci 
is infinite, The Conlideration ot this Di 
tion ſhould be a powerful Loadiionet 
draw Sinners to Repentance 3 it ſhould be 
a Cork to the Net, to keep the” Heart frot 
{mking intodeſpair 3 it ſhould bean Antidotlf 
to keep that Poiſon from entring, or at leafl 
from lodging in the Heart. If Manafſes, Saul 
Mary Magdalen, and {ome of the adulterc 
drunken Corinthians, were remembred it 
| Mercy 
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Mercy, converted, ſanGified, and ſaved, why 
ſhould any defpair ? When Man hath with- 
zod his Good, and the Gates of Hell have 
prevailed along time » even then the Lords 
hand hath done it for many, bleſſed be his 
Name. We had never heard of theſt Ex- 
Kwples, had it not, been for our enconrage=. 
nent. With this let the penitent Heart be 
Wencouraged. [ God can turn a noifom Dug» 
wil into a Mine of Gold Brands of Hell into 
ighrfom Stars in hi- Firmament, Slaves of 
Demons into Angels]. But without pre» 
umption, left abuſed Mercy give place to re-" 
Qing Fury, and the Lord ſay, Becanfe I have 
alied, and ye refuſed, T bave ſtretched ont mine 
$414, . and no Man regarded: Therefore now, 
So you call rpon me, I will not anſwer ; and 

bo you ſeek, nee early, you ſhall not find me. 

3. That the Hearts of all realonable Crea- 
ures, capable of ſuch a Myftery, might be 
Wnlarged to rejoyce in God for his neſs, 

nd to praiſe him, who by plucking ſuch 
AWrands out of the Fire, doth manifett ſuch 
ifLove and Power, to free and defend his cho- 
n Ones from the devouring Mouth of the 
aring Lion : The loft Sheep being found, 

e wild Prodigal returned, tirft home to him- 

lt, and after to his Father, . occaſion Joy in 
alc Families z to teach us what we ſhould 
myo upon the Converſion of any prophane 
ouFerſon, Son, Daughter, Servant, or Neigh- 
bur. ' Was he once proud, and is he now 

| humble? 


(16) 
humble ?: Was he once intemperate, and 
. he now ſober? was he dead in Sin, an 
| he now alive through Grace ? It is n 
fingular Mercy, rich Love, it is meet 
ſhould be merry. The Lord hath, doth, : 
will deliver, that the Church may be ence 
raged, Satan enraged by the loſs of his P 
- and the Name of Chriſt gloritied and 

nified ſo much the more. 


A ſecond Doctrine to be noted by | 
way, Is this: V:z. 


DoR. 2. That the Lord often uſeth variq 


of means to attain one end, 


Many Meſſengers to call home his ſtrayit 
Servants unto him. Sickneſs of Body, w 
variety of Atiiictions, ſometimes p34Ps. 
them of good things, ſometimes laying he 
vy Rods upon them. He uſeth Fire ar 
Steel to cure thoſe Mad-men, rather than con 
ply with their Malady,” to render it incurabl 
His own W*+1d he ſends, both in Threatniny 
to terrify, and Promiſes to allure z and t 
Spirit followeth upon both, to make th 
effeQtual. Some ot theſe means prepare th 
Subje&, others work the Cure 3 the (econ 
beginning where the tirlt leaveth 3 all (6 kl 
and ordered, that they make up but one i 
tegral mean to produce ſuch an end, Iti 
the Lord's Patience and Wiſdom fo. to de 


wit 


s 
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i wich froward Man, ti6 want of power 3' he 
$ Prat 


? 


Sal d6 it by few and 'weak means 3 5 gre 
Ships /are turned: by, a- ſmall Helm, "and, as 
bme ay; Ropped by a very little Remore , 

Wheca, without any 5 but'it'is Man's ffoward- 

Wael that requires this vatiety of means. © To® 
ting home; and keep*the Fews; his firſt b&- 
oved Pope, pact Pn ww in 
1 Vineyard; fenced it, '23nd gathered out t 

Stones, 14.52. BB -biwkd thent by By 
ropbere,” ſending thi fly and Hate. Hoſea 
5. 4.- Helaid bis Hitt iipon' them, [0 "that the © 

tad wat fick, and the whole Heart faibt, Tha. 

oF .6." Conttuding,* when none of rHeſt pre- 
Failed, 0 Ephraim, what (ſhall T do uhto thee'? 
) Fudab, | bow ſhall T perflgade'thee # Hol. 6. 
IV hich is as if God ſhould fay, T have don! 
viiinine utmoſt; and wore thart your 'Gn'chil-- 
inenge from me! 'And the” like expoſtdlary 
14ÞE-xprefſions of complaint are to be found in * 
anÞnany other places: *"Atd this the "Lord 


1 


oth; | | _— 
bi Reaſ? 1; To (et forth *che' Riches of his 
ingMercy, . and Greatneſs'of his Loye, not wil: 
Wag that Men ſhould periſh, but rather teturn 
d- live, Ezck," 33. 11." 2: Pet, 3,9. God. 
ightthave dealt with ugsas with the Angels,” 
on#ho were the eldeſt Of Brine of his Love, 
- pureſt production: of that ' Supreme 
 inF-ight: no Mercy interpoſed to avert or ſuf- 
Fend their Judgment, -but they were immedi- 
Ply expell'd the Divine Preſence, and leff 
C without 


tg h. 0. | Nivine! bes .þ 
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with ſome of bis own Blood to give þ 
bach; , and he weeps 


,- hg wiggaÞ Impaſettion, Ignorance 
Weakneſs found in Man) genceive of: 
I; Ephraim my dear Son ? Is hea pleaſant Chil 


4? $730 a ct ot ' bim, T ae « 


bee £ (c- 
-2. L, is 19 w_ all without ox 


«1 ave nothing : but: jul 
| Gol when he ſreakerh "Fg Im we 
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coup. 1 have done mare #60 Fineyord, then 7 

baw dovef Where the Lord clears hirp- 
{elf om all QbjeRtians and ig PAT what- 
foevex,, And it is;; 33 3f the Lord had ge 
lH bet faxlt can. be found. in, me, after ſo nub 
gars 6nd waiting ? , Or, as ſome renger it het- 
ter, What is naw. more ta be dune in fo de ap 


M eofſe 7, but what he anſwers in ver; 5, 


tos any Mr NG Ss Nothi in be a 
Ml 1<dged a5 an Error in Fo upleſs. that he fk wa 
of done ſo much as heka done, 25 g09 


8 paraphraſe that Tate. 


Resſc 3- To iplizuc bis Ambaſſadours, 
bel how they ſhould cary themſelves towards a 

Jl proud, ignoxant, gainfaying People 3 ap 
ol all means. to vic all lawiy]l way ta 
i al things to al Men, if ig pay 


Ml fave fore, that they yay geinthem, 1 
A Metaphor _ Eve _” 
Jus weary of takj &Ye. 
tg 


Laborers 
1 be infant ix ſeaſon 0 > 4-6 thoit 
M bs to theix Lofs.in ig thing RAY 
Eftixs have | is 3 and tho: the on the 
worles fide ſhould think | {ow ein able, _ 
ay Sao in Harveh 3' yot be going, a3- 
here is. any Pppontuniry, or hope of din 

| Miojfters myſt þe aa, cs apd xel0+ 
wa now to thanger in &* hreatnings of 
the Law, and then A Biye TEE, 

Minds in the Promiſes: of þ It 

thel vuey to be wheleng and dikgent Tame 
. 2 their 


their People, ſo that they may feed them will 
Alms, good Example, and wholſotn * Dos 
trine, ' Yea, and laſt of all, to add Patieng 
to their Pains. - Learn of the Husbandmanf® 
after ploughing, ſowing, harrowing, . gut 
teting, weeding, &c. he waits for Heaven'F* 
Dew and Sun : fo muſt Miniſters, meekly in 
ſtrnting *thofe which oppoſe themſelves, I 
God prradventute will give them Repentance 
[by any meats, at any time] to theacknow 
ledging of the Truth. | 
© | Caution. 1 
Yet firſt, Let none hereupon preſun 
to livein'Sin, and to mif-ſpend younger year 
vainly, * upon this Ground, See what wi 
. follgw,” if you ſo do.' Either you may bec 
_ off evenfor that Sin of Preſumption,&e peril 
before you come' to' be converted. As 
Crotoriateg, who was tearing aſunder the Stoc 
of an'Oak, his Strength failed him, and thi: 
Stock cloſing, was held fo faſt by the hand. 
that be became a Prey to the Beaſts of thil. 
Field: So may all the Abuſers of Mercy bt 
come a Prey to the Juſtice of God, that will; 
'rend and” tear them-in-pieces, ere they at 
"aware of it. If God's to gay be too ſoon fa 
thy Repentance, thy to morrow may be too lah 
for tis Acceptance, It is faid by ſome, -an 
jufify feared by others, ' that many are now i 
{; who had ſuch confufed purpoſes ani 
hopes, "that they would- and ſhould be con A 
vetted, but” the time was not yet come 3 thei} 


ARR ONS. 
; s [wv 


EFancies were flld with fair Promiſes, while: 
"Mchey ſuffered their Hearts to be carried away* 
Mwith the current of their unmortified Concu- 
MMpiſcence. Or, if not ſo, yet the longer you 
Foo on jn'Sin, by ſo much the heavier, pain- 
ful, and difhcult, will your turning be. Old 
Sins, like an old Oak, are hardly to be re- 
oved. *Can a Man be born again when he i . 
"Wold? Where Satan pleads Antiquity, he uſu- _ 
"ally pleads Propriety. And *tis well known,” 
he longer the Poiſon ftayeth in the Stomach 
he more mortal it is. As a Diſeaſe, the longer' 
t groweth, the harder will the Curebe4 or 
as It is in a Journey, the further we go out of 
he way, the more Toil and Time will be 
quired ere we get inagain. Rejoice, O young. 
Man, and play the Prodigal; yet know, for all 
bis, God will bring thee ts Tudgment, Then 
hou mult turn 'again by weeping Croſs, cr 
-ver enter Heaven. * OW Sinners are rare_. 
Weonverts. Grace is ſeldom grafted on flich * 
Wvithered Stocks. Who can expet Water 
Wrom a drained River? -The common: Pro- 
"Fcrb is true, As is'a'Man's Life, -ſo is his 
-Woecath 3 a wicked Life, a curſed Death. 
2, Let no Man judg his Brother, touching 
is tnal Eſtate, What he is at preſent, you 
ay ſay z but what he will be, you cannot. 
ount not into God's Chair 3 judg nothing 
tore the time. It is the Office of Angels 
oo ſever Sheep from the Goats, the Tares from 
-Fthc het, Thoſe that undertake peremptorily 
eb G9 "70 
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|  /to determine of Mens final Eſtates, they knoy 
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'" not what Spirit they are of 4 with the Sons of 
Zebedee, they take too much upon thetn 
with the Sons of Levi, they underſtand 
what they fay, or whereof they affirm, with 
» thoſe Impoſtors in Timorky. Indeed, it is 4 
* kind of Apeſtacy and Rebellion againſt God 
Providence, to judg without calling God tal 
be a Preſident into our Council. As was ind 
timated before 3 "we may judg the Tree by it 
Fruit, leaving the final Doom to the Searchaliſk 
. of all Hearts: cenſure him for the preſent t 
* be Gotl's Enemy; and in a moſt wretche 
Eftatez but leave. him under the charitabl 
Influence.of Heaven. Suppoſe thy Neighl® 
bour be now wild, he may hercafter be tam 
 heisnow waclean, hereafter he may be waſht 
a6 the Corinthians were he isnow intemperatif 
he may be ſober 3 there is Blood and Merit of 
nough in Chriſt. Of great Sinners the Lox 
hath and cart make great Saints, to be ſo muc 
the more zealous for God in his Service, 
they have been deſperately mad and furio 
iQ the ſervice of their own Luſts. Let 
Men in hope attend upon all Means conſtant 
 1y3 i one Means work not, another may 
if it work not now, it may anon, Wh 
knoweth whata day may bring forth? NegWl 
lect no Means, delay no Duty, and Rill x0! 
member to crave God's birfling upon all. 
as it followeth in a thixd Obſcrvation, 


' 
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Dodt; 3. No firmdary Meanr van avail 16. 
work Grace,  witheat a emcurvence'of vhe * 
firſt Canſe. | 

Mears arc uſed for the reducing of 1a; 


Prophets were ſent, and divers Rods laid aps 
ph them; yet the. Loxd addeth, I will alre 


ne. Without his helpihg hand there-is-n0 
i 4 1 Means catinot turf 
1aFÞr cncline themſelves to our help, unleſs God 


rn, encline, and command them. . If God 
do not -a&@ and uſe them, the-InRyiments cart 


1 lo nothing. It was mot the 'Chy and the 
Wpittle that cured the blind Man, but Chriſt's 


nointing his eyes with thetn, What Muſic 
an the Organ Pipes make withont breath'? 
Paul may plant, und Apollos may water 5 but 
od piveth the increaſe, The reaſon is, becauſe 


Whey ate not natural Apents, working by in+.. 


it Virtue, bit ordained theraanto, afd. 


valificd by an higher hand. He-rhae dwl> 


hem, maketh them effeFual. Acvording as 
dd is pleaſed to work; or not to work 3 ſo 


neShey prove Affiſtancds, ot not Aﬀiſtances to 


All the means in the World; tn thetn- 
Ives cotifidered, are but as a Mill, which 
"rinds not the Cotn, unleſs the Wind cotne 


M0 itz or like a Dial, oh which if the Suri ſhine, 


Fo rap dire& us, but if the Sur lies uhdet. & 
AC 


, itisof no preſet aſe to us; So if God 


Foldofffrom the means, if be byeyth nat up- 


. 
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on them, and caſt not a lively Influence inti 
them, they can'do nothing or us; . Mei 


ate not.abſolute Lords ot -their :own Or 
'" rations, but ſubordinate Agents, and'depet 
upon God, as for being, ſo for operation Qi 
xeſitaint,+ +48 a Matter, that. puts a rich: Cal 


vet of . Jewels into his Servant's Chamber, k 
keepeth-the Key himſclf3! none of the: Jew 
can be: given out, but" by:his will.and a 
pointment:. In like'manner, God hath put 
aptneks in the means:todo us good, yet hin 
ſelt keeps the Key, to give out according 1 
to his good pleaſure. . :'Vnde tanta virtus Ag 
w# Corpus, taugat, ©: Cor  ablnat, . nifi fact 
Verbo'?, "hence ihath Water ſuch powe 
by rouchiog/the Body to walh the Heart, 
—_ the Word? Amug.: -|-* "4 

Hence it may be concluded, 

1, That all Mcansmuſt be uſed. We ba 


God himſelf for a Pattern: he could enlightt 
* us without:the Sun, and:afford Fruit withc 


the Earth3- but be will have his creatures op 
Tate; 5 and.ſo we arc commanded to ſerve D 
vine Providence, and' to leave the Iifſue 4 
im..,;;Man goes not to-Heaven,' as the Sh 
moves 18 the. Tide, ' whether the Maſter ſlet 


pr wakes. © We muſt! with the $kilful Mat 


net,-havye/our Eyes on .the' Stars, and. 
Hands-on the Stern, Provided 1till, that th 


: $ight means be uſed, hearing of the Wor 


preached, Receipt of the Sactaments, Me 
tation, and Frayer, ti that the Loxd would! 


pleaſe 
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Jleafed graciouſly to add his Influence, that 

hereby Grace may be begun, and ftrengthned .. 

n the ſeveral Acts thereof's becauſe the Lord . 
Will vot work by any means but ſuch asare of 
Wis own appointment. Naaman muſt be 

dleanſed by waſhing in Fordan, a River in If-' 

el; not in Abanaor Parphar, Rivers in Da- 
Wc. Now the forementioned means are 
ff the Lord's appointment, as may beread in 
ſa.'55. 3» Rom. 10. 17, 2 Tim. 2.7. fam, 
Yi.5. And as you mult uſe the right, (6 
Wyou mult be careful 'to uſe them as Means, 
hatis,  - mY | ” 

- Firft; Subordinately, with reſpe& to the . 
WLord, upon whoſe hand and blciling the * 
Wwhole depends. Ents | 
" 2dly. Regularly, with reſpec to thoſe Di- 

eqions ſet down in Scripture, which are '* 
Wprincipally {uch as follow, viz. | fi 

\ 1.-Diligently, both in regard of frequency 

df Action, and fervency of Spiritz as Men 
Watc diligent in ſuch matters whereby their 
WLives might be preſerved. ' To this is the 

> WPtomiſe made, 4k, ſeek, knock, Such adi- . 
i ligenc Hand maketh rich; Be ſtedfaft, nenmove- * 
ll able, always abounding in the Work of the Lord. 
al Therefore Darid prays, 1@wuicken ws,' © Lord, 
of that we may call upon 'thy Name,” Pl. 80. 18. 
thy Therefore we have "Line wpon Line, Precept 
pon Precept, to provoke our diligence. * . 
dl Decglect, or careleſs uſe of the means, is little _ 
© better in the tight of God, than contempt of © 
ale © * the 
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ER ak Gabrably. tonrd 

2. 'Y, ana ca Y. Very Cl 
hath his day, there is an acceptable he 

when the Lord will be eritxeated, while G 
calls and waits, while Grace is diſpenſe 
" Days of Grace have their dates. The Viſion 
for an eipefpes time, Hab. 2. 3, What th 
Prophet (aid of the Prophetical Vition, ty 


be ſaid of other Divine Diſpenſations, 

Means of Grace have their Limits. Prov. 1.2&nl 
Becauſe I called, and ye reſuſed, 8c. Therefa 
ll I laugh at your Calamity, &c. Whoſe 
ever ſteps in when the Angel moves the WaWi 
ters, ſhall be healed. Negle& not any oppe 
tunity, as many do. The Loſs of Oppoxty 


nity is an ixrecoverahle Loſs. Say not, w 
ſhall meet with enough hereafter 3 a day p; 
. cannot berecalled. Every thing is beautifull 
"in its ſeaſon. God takes delays for refuſal 
Saul loſt his Kingdom, by not diſcerning hifie: 
Time. Archimedes drew lines fo long in tha 
duſt, till his City was taken, and the SouldifÞr 
ers brake in upon him, and ſlew him: $ 
many that have thoughts of Repentancyn! 
"loſe their precious Souls by ſinful delay 
Conhider the fooliſh Virgins, and be wiſe. Lai 
t ſuch a Sun (et rth, by the beams 
*Which you fhoutd walk to Heaven. va 
3. Entirely ; ſubtgittin to all means off 
. Salvation, even thoſe which to human Reaſa 
*(cem weak and mean, .yea, contrary to 0 
prouc 


(27)) 
Wroud Capacities, and the bent of ous AﬀeRi- 
Hrs. He that will be ſaved, mult deny his 


wn Will, ctucify his own AﬀeCtions, capti- 

ate his own Ima nations, refidn up his owe. 
defire and Pate, give up his Heart asa 
Wlank, that God may write down what he 
Wall pleaſe. Man muſt nct be Funambulus 
WF irtnturr, to uſe Tertrdllian's Phraſe, go in a 
arrow Tract of Obed.ence, pick and chuſe 
hat he will do, and what not 3 follow God 
nly in ſuch Duties as will ſuit with himſelf, 

i no further. There muſt be an 1llimited 

\clolution for all the ways of Salvation. To” 
Wight any, is to ſlight the Author. 
all 4. It muſt be fincerely and conſtantly uſed 
obedience to. God's command, leaving the 
Lord free for time and meaſure. Conkine not. 

aWhe Holy one, no not in your thoughts or de-" 
Wrc. Limit him not to time or means, | Dexs 


lor oligat gratiam Sacramentis | further than 
Wc is pleaſed to contine and limit himſelf, Ut 
Fas a bold carriage of Pers, the Roman 


W.mbaſſador,towards Antiochus, when he drew 

$ Circle round about him, and bad him give 

MY nſwer ere he ſtirred out of it, for he would 

yaſpe put off no longer. Men are more bold thag 
AFvclcom to God, who dare tofet him bounds,” 

zhere he hath left himſelf free, Learn to 
Fai for him 3 yore ſhall reap, if you faint trot, 

Wttcnd in. the morning, and abſent not thy 
J<!t at evening 3 thou knowelt not whether. 
his, or that, or both may proſper, Leave ** 

| not 
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not off, becauſe thou prevaileſt not at onceh 

twice 3 Hethat endureth to the end. ſhall be ſa 
- Importunity prevails at length, no Orate 
| liketo it. | 


2, It may be concluded hence, that we'm 
not reſt on the means. A Man may put | 
Hand, but not his Heart en them. Gt 
commands the one, but forbids the othe 
Neah's Dove might make vſe of her Wings! 
fly, but truſted only to the Ark; a Man uſe 
his Feet to goover a Bridg, but truſtethi 
the Bridg for ſafety. Chriſtians may and mi 

walk and fly with the Wings of Obedient 

* but in the mean time they muſt truſt to'tl 
Ark, to the Bridg, Chriſt, to carry and” le 
them over the devouring, Sea of Defiructic 
otherwiſe they rob God of his Honour | 
Michal, who ppt an Image in David's roon 
they put the Means in the room of God ] at 
themſelves of the Help and Comfort, 1 
Advance the Means above their place, is a mg 
compendious way to render them uleld 
to make the River a barren Wilderneſs; as! 
lay too much weight upon the Pillars raiſed] 
any Man's hands, is the way co pull the who 
Frame upon their Heads: That Stomil 
will rcmain unſatisfied, that feeds on 
Diſh inſtead of the Meat, Nothing can' avi 
without God's bleſſing, After all, to him | 

muſt fly, and con him we muſt wait, till he 

"Pleaſed tobeow: what he offers 3 and of t 


(29) 
e may be affured in his time, becauſe as it 
Blows inthe fourth and Hlaft Obſervation 
ence: Viz. 


DoR. 4. That the Lord is earneſt in bis Offer j 
of | Grace to all under the Means ; ſo that -. | 
if any periſh, it is through their own. (|; 
default. 


8 Bebofd, T will allure, and I will ſpeak, He 
-Wcancth what he aith indefinitely, and will 
: > what he meaneth, unleſs Men turn the 
af car; and through ſtubborn refiſtance ex- 


"Mude thernfelves. As it fares with ſome Per- 
ans, who are wiltully ſet to deſtroy them-- 


Ives, notwithſtanding they have many ex- 
-Wllent Remedics and Means to -the con- 


This Point will appear two ways. | 

1. From the truth of the Means deſigned 
the Lord for, ſuch an end. The-Means 
e for the End, and the End is as truly and 
14$97< really intended than the-Means, if I may 
"i ſpeak. Now it is certain and'preſuppoſed., 
Wat che Lord is earneſt in the Means, there- 
e much more in the end.. A Man may 
ve the End for it ſelf, but the Means are. 
{Wer choſen and Joved for the End. I cannot 
Wc how it can, ſtand. with the Wiſdom and 
dodneſs of God, to be earneit in the Means, 
W4 not to intend-the End 3. or to offer that to 
Wy, : which ke hath no purpoſe to give. The 


Lord 
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Lord never fa#d ta the Seed of Jacob, Keck, 


Face iv vain. But whoſo dath ſeek 
the uſe of means, ſhall tind him. 


2. It appears from the qualification of | 


Means. 


: '3. It is proportioned to the Nature 0 
reaſonable Creature, The Lord works 1 


Upon Men, as on Blocksor Brutes, or on 
© Stars, who being irrational, and uncapabl 
aQting by any Rule, arc therefore acted, 
run » 3 Courſe by the mighty Word of G 


Pewey, they live of the Spirit's Onnpeny a 


and immediate Acts. But on Men he w 
eth as upon Creatures endued with 1 


Randing and - Will ; he exlightneth, alla 1 
ſpeaketh nnto the Heart, 3nd perſuadeth by full 


Arguments and Motives, as cannot be g 


ſaid. A Sign that _ Lord 4oth really int : 


what he doth —_— | 
2, Itis wed cloſe with Precepts, 


joining them Conftaney tn' the uſe of 6 
means, preffing ' Eine wpor Line, day alin 
day, bere a litthe,, axd #bere a little > 


Avon Promiſes of acceptanee and ſucc 
Jos thoſe pathetical and aſotionace Expat 
Ons, wel y hold forth not only his Will, 


the ſirength and height of it in this maty 


Exzek. 33: IT. LIE, nn Lard ;, 1 


the Ingeminatien of it, 
a vehement expoſtulation, Wy will ye. 
Andi in divers other places. Which Sd l 


ys, that the Lerd doth really purpoſe wh 


5"n ye, 0ars.30, 


4 
A | 


(32) | 
ſpeaks, and is moreready to give, than Man | 
is to -arp $4 e bu [ya adors NS: 
as if God did beſeec us 3 we prayin "8 

30 be odelil? to "God. And who can 
think or ay, he doth not delire our Recon- 
ciliation ? It is highly injurious to conclude, 
Dew non fincers pelle, quod ſo wells dicit, ſub 
zonditione: That God doth not truly and re- 

will what he faith and willeth, under 
we conditions of Faith and Repentance.” 
hat Comfort or encouragement is there for 
Wa poor Sinner to come home to God, if this 
ail? In and from whom theſe three Grounds 
re ,xequired. 
8. That he be perſnaded of God's love une_ 
rc on, that he willkth indeed his Health and” 
Da n particular. 
hah the Terms on which he willeth_ 
t, are the Conditions of the new Covenant, * ! 
aith and Repentence. | 
= 3. That an unfeigned ſubmiſſion to God's 
pwn Ordinances,is the right and ready way to 
anable the Soul to perform theſe Conditions,” 
nds toattain the End. Whofo woyld be 
Waved, muſt be well grounded and throyghly 
A FLU ded of this, 


' And fo mach for the firſt thing rpentioned 
a thebeginning. The fecond and third fol- 
W, which eontgig the main Buſineſs inten- 

d, and are the Marrow of the Text. Fiz. 


IL 


(32) 
or OS 


| 1\_ --- The Preparation of the Soul for. Giach 
| ' T will allure her into the Wilderneſs: 


.- 1. Thelegalwork of the Spirit, in brea 
ing the Heart of. Stone, and drawing it und 
ſound Humiliation. LaGaho eam, 1 will 
rice her 3 fo Rivet. Inclingboeam, 1 will e 
cline or bend - her to my Mind, faith Zane 
Reddam eam flexibilem mibi, 1 will bring | 
pliant to my handz ſo Calvin. Ego ſednca 
eam, ire faciam deſertum 5 ſo Arins Montana 
Seeing others have done ſo to her hurt, I wi 
ſeduce her for 'g00d. IT will allare, and bri 
ber into « Wilderneſs, |. of ſaving Trouble, : 
wholeſom fear, ]: So our. faſt Tranſlatid 
rendreth it. ' The very Name. of Nodb's « 
deft Son-by birth, to'whom this Protniſe 


firſt revealed, doth explain this Phraſe, andi 
luſtrate this Work. Gen. 9. 27. God ſhall a 


large Japhet, &c. MB of NID ſedud 
pellefins, perſnaſus. Which may be, and 
often taken in the worſer part z yct the Cc 
text here, and in Geneſis, enforceth us to ta 
it in the beſt ſence only; I will ſeduce, 14 
lure, perſuade hex for good. . Ag the Dev 
and Ris Inſtruments, had {educed. her to hat 
fo the Lord in tender metcy and pity "I 
- edn 


"nl 4 
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And herein are two things remarkable: 1 
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ſeduce another way for har good. . :Evadnas; 
Lovers u(# to improve all their Art:and Skill 
to perſuade and obtain the good Will of choſe 
S whom they love and affed to marry ; $0 the 
238 Lard being: in fave with tys People, and de- 


2 firing to marry them to himſelf, in and byhis 


_— ever, {peaks thus in the Lovers Dia» 
fl |:&, 1 will allzre hen, and cauſe her todo 
Wy whatfhe would not, that afterwards ſhe tnay 
i do what ſhe ſhould: Others, I'find, who 
C judg it more ſound to derive FJapheth from 
4 X72, which ſignifies 4iatare, to enlarge, to 
apen the Heart, and affedtit with Joy... Which. 
oubtleſs may be admitted as a Confequent of 
Jl the former, both (erving to {et-fosth this pre= 


« paative Work, . as a neceffary difpolition pre» 


cgding Converſion: For as Faith is the Cone" 


0 dition of the Covenant, - fois this Preparation 


the Condition of Faith. No Faith ordinavily 
iM@vithour it in Fruth, although many have 
WW Faich without it in regard of Senſe; The 
W thing may be done truly, and'yet not obſerved 
Jditiaaty. = 
Md 2. A fecond thing' to bemoted here, is the 
zl State and Condition of all fach as are under : 
Mihis preparative Workofthe Law. They are 


onffaid to be in the Wilderneſs, man quaſi 1o- 


al 4 ſermone remotus 5 aremote Place, far from 
ACompany, from Conference, and from human 
comforts; where ſhe ſhould meet wich none 


ufo quench the Motions 'of the Spirtt,' none to 
dawb with Ss Mortar, no Egyptian 
we Ree 


( 34) 

Reed to reſtupon,none to complainunto,or th 
ſeek Comfort from, but the Lord alone: Int 
ſuch a place or condition the Lord would bring 
her, as that none ſhould hinder his Work at 
longer. So that by 15712, or Wilderzeſs, hes 
is not to:be underſtood a Cell or a Monaſtery 
as Aquinas glanceth, | 2. 2de q. 188. art. $; 
nor a deſert Place,properly called a W:lderneſy 
but. rather: the State and Condition of thy 
Parties tobe converted 3 &s &5yuos, as a Wi 

derneſs, fo Hierem ; «ts £51u0v, into the Wik 
derneſs, 1o a latter Edition of the Septuagit 
more agreeable to the Original 3 importinz 
three things, viz, | 4 
I. A turning of thoſe to be converted oy 
. of all the deceitful Holds of Nature, where 
' Men- uſually ſhelter themſelves againſt th 
Power of the Word of God.. The ready wi 
(we know) to take the Hare, is by drivi 
her from her Coverts and Burroughs, whe 
in ſhe doth uſe to hide her (elf from the Dop 
that purſue her: ſo here, | 
2. A preſentation to the eye of the Up 
derſtanding, of many ſpiritual Dangers, ; 
{ many roaringCannons oa every ſide,when 
with a Chriſileſs Perſun is environed 3 ſo thy 
he, who thought all to be well with him by 
fore, while he remained ſecurely aſleep 
the tiate- of Nature, : now ſeeth all to be qui 
naught, and out of oxder He dreamed' 
was rich, happy, and wanted nothing} bi 
being awakc, he ſecth himſelf poor, miſerabl 


DTD -<-T = £2 25. 


QB, mw.” 


2 
and naked. . Alas fot wo! Within him he 
hears Conſcience telling him the truth z wet 
him he beholds God offended, frowning, an 
turning: his loving Countenance from him 5. 
beneath him he ſeeth and feeleth Hell opening 
her Mouth to reccive him, having deferved 
Wd as he now judgeth, the loweſt” Room, the 
£8 darkeſt Corner, and the fierceſt Flames there 5 
kl bout him trouble and. fear ison every fide. 
i He is weary of Lite, becaule of, Sin; and 
F yct afraid todie, becauſe of the account 3 alone 
ay he is tempted and terrified, , and in company 
he is defiled or grieved. What to do, or 
whither to go, he knoweth not,, This isa 
"ff Wilderneſs indeed. _ As. it is with a. wounded 
al Hart, who feeling the Shaft, runs from the 

Y Woods to the Plain, and from thence: to the 
MF Woods again, but finds no cale at all, Heret 
: loateri Lethalis arundo, the deadly Shaft flicks 
YN faſt in his fide; Or as it was with the ancient 

J Hebrews, when they were led by Moſes-and 
Aaron from Egyptian Bondage, itto the plea- 

F ting Liberty of truitful Cangan, but through a 

JF vaſt Wilderneſs, full of Troubles, Conflids, 
© Trials: So it is with the Woman, the Church, 
+M and every Member thereof, out of Chriſt, but 
z& coming on , towards him, they begin to ſee... 

Y their Sins, they hear, the. terrible Threats” 

J of the Law, they fear the Wrathrof God, as ' 
4 4jukt Judg; they run up and down,hcte forads - 
M vice, and there for comfort, like Men afright- 

ll <d to diftraction, ( for ſo the blind World 

D 2 judgeth . 


( 36 i 
h ther) & cannot be comforted; | 
ie Lotd | fpeakunto t! their Hearts. © 
* 2+ It imports variety of ' AftiQtions, fo 
wing upon the former Efficacy, and; Diſcos 
very ot the Law. And theſe ate both poſit 
tive and priyative, ſometimes one, and ſorges 
titnes. both, as need requires. 
Privatively, the Lord deals with Meny 
' when he deprives them of Sacrifices, Sacras 
ments, of Wealth, Honour, Food, Houfe, 
Friends, or Liberty, and the like 3 to puny ] 


ma 
þ 


th 


and follow them with Infamy, Poverty, Im», 
priſonment, or Captivity 3 andall to humbl ol 1 
oo make them plat to his Hand for theitq, 
R-=% { He made Feſhurun look with le: * 
es, | that he might leave kicking, ani $1 
earn Rightcouſnels.)] I will take away th " 

_ of thy tinkling Ornaments, and inſtead 1.. 
frnel, there ſhall be a ſtink, infteally 1, 

| at F "Girdle, a Rent 3 and Baldneſs inſtead of P- 
well:ſtt Hair, &c. Crux ſalutare remediunl 
eft ad tallendom cordiz duritiem, non naturk pl 


ſha, &c. i.e. The Croſs is a wholfom Me4lll 44 
- dicine.to humble and ſoften the hard Hearty yj 
"not in it ſelf, ( as the Paol of Bethſaida did 
not at any time give healing, but when t | | 
Angel defcended into it ) but by a Spiritual ;- 
Power, ufung that Inſtrument to bow us, JF 


Now ſtand, and lay all theſs together, chen G 
you may ſay, This is the Wilderneſs, or, thus 
is a Soul prepared tar Chriſt, The whole y 

__ may 


681, that do prevail, and am accepted in a xthl 


1 alConclaſion 
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may be Marin one Theſis pho. 


B68. Thit it 3s 'Chrift alone, ee” 
of 1euns, bnings bis choſen Oni fand | 
Trouble for their good, 


q nk 


"Tn which Propoſition are -to be obſerved, 


oY the Anchor, Subject, "Means, and End. 


Firft, The Author, 122 Epy, L ak 


| the fiſt and the laft, with whom the.new Co- 
veratit'was eſtabliſhed, having power to offer 
Grace in Promiſes; I that have ſatisfied Juſtice, 


nd vvercome all the Enemies of 'Minkind ; 


terder of my own Merits to the Fatheriin be- 
half of my Church : It is I, -even Feſics Chriſt, 
that willdo'it. He it was that ſpoke to the 


"ll Patriarchs, and by the Prophets 3 he it was, 
*Y that made known the ſecrer Will,” and good 


Jl pkafure vf God co) Man 5 he it is, who made 
F the Body,and prepares the Soulxo ere& w'Spi-. 


UN rituil Fratne and Government in -the Heart ; , 


yl ſupporting the bruiſed Reed, andiblowing the 


yl Smoking Flax, till heturn the one. into-a'bra- 


f 


zen Pithr, and che ocher \into'a triumphant 


"Þ Flame. 5238 1, conſiderable, either as: Ged, 


fimply, or Man really and truly, Oras: Mediater, L 
God and Man jointly. 

, As God, fo he'isa principle Efficient. in this 

| Work. His Names, whereby ties deſcribed 

D 3 Ee ig 


(3b) 
it» both Teftaments,;. ds ſay ſo much, vig 
YR 219K 217? All which do Foy 5 
Being independent, Authority, Strength, 
All-lufficiency, for his' undertaken Chargy 
' (© 6. 44.0 ©£05 3 +two:Greek Names, muc 
magnihed by Damaſcen and Aquinas 3 the on 
being a Name of Natzre, and ſignifieth abſs 
Jute abd perfect Being, even the chiefeſt Good 
the ather being a Name of Authority an 
| Power, imports the extent of Divine Pro 
dence, dompaſſing, diſpoſing, and workin 
allin-all. +, See for this: purpoſe, eſpecially ty 
_ Places of Seripture, Exod. 34. 6. Andie 
© paſſed, ibefore 'him,; | and : proclaimed, 
ENT MM The Lord; the Lord mercifd 
_ 8,1 Boas El TSA T0 Q, &c. 1 
. Alpha, avid ns, "a beginning and the ending 

ſaiththe Lord; &c. - + 
- As Man, fo he i is the principal Inſtrument 
by and through his Humanity to convey Lil 
into alk bis, Members, once called effectually 
and; united,. Fob; 1.:14, 16. The Word x 
made Fleſh, and dwelt among us, &c. Full | 
"Grace .and Truth. And, Of bis 'F ulneſs we 
-Cerye Grace for Grace, Joh..5. 21, 26. Art 
. Father, raiſeth uþ the Dead, and quickneth the 
% we! ſo the Son quickyeth whom be will, &c. 
.'*:As God:Mar, the Mediator, ſo he is 
Miritdtions Cauſe, procuring and preſeryin 
"Life for andiin all his. How, and why. thi 
ſhould: be'appropriated to the Son, when a 
there Is but one Nature, and ſo one Pringipk 


( 


fi 


(39) 
of Attion, common to all the Perſons in: 
ſacred and ever bleſſed Trinity, is ſomewhat 
difficult to believe, but more hard to.conceiye 
and expreſs: poſhbly the following: Reaſons 
may give ſome light unto it. Thus it js, 

1. Becauſe ſuch was the Will of God, ac+ 
cording to his infinite Wiſdom ſo to order i it, - 
that the ſecond Perſon only ſhould undertake * 
the Office of Mediation, fulhl the Law, fa- 
tisfy Juſtice, and diſpenfe Grace, 

2, Becauſe jt isa mixt Work, neither fi imply 
Opus ad extra, wholly outward, for ſo it is 
common, the Father and the Holy Ghoſt do” 
cooperate with the Son in this Diſpenſation z 
nor altogether Opus ad intra, an inward Work, 
for then there were no doubt nor ſcruple: but 
it might be perſonal, limited to any of the 
three, as it was in the Incarnation, all the three 
Perſons were Joint-workers in a preparative 
Inchoation, yet in the end and complement 
of it, we {ce it was terminated in and upon 
the Perſon of the Son. The Divine Nature 
was incarnate, asrelatively contracted (with .. 
due reverence and ſubmiſſion be it ſpoken )' 
to a certain manner of ſubliltence in the. Per- 
ſon of. the Son. Duomode tota Filii Sajo. fit 
incarnata, non tamen Pater, cum fint una Sole, 
credo, licet ad exprimendum non intelligo, Zanch, 
So it is in the Diſpenſation of Grace, the thing 
Is willed, and the Subject prepared by a Joint Þ. 
Work of all the Perfons in Trinity, but the 
execution of that. purpoſe, and the aRual 


D 4 frux 
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vitich dF Orace, is in pl by the Sort 3, fire; 

Ht to that HypoRatical Union berweetBlibj 

the two Natiites, to the Office of MediationyBof } 

then given 45 Head unto the Church, wheniY4n\ 
Life arid Motion is dttived to his My(iial 


Body, Elect in 4nd after him. 


2414, Here is the wh or to be obſetveliot; 
wherton' this Work paſſeth, Her. No ovffih 
axticular Perfon'is here meant, but a ſel&po1 
Lottipanny to be gathered from divers FamiliesFa) 
Courtttits, Kitigdtns,' | tho here more rele 
ſtrictly, 49 litnited to the Fes of the Jews, co, 
and foto be knit int ohe Body. The Churtcd, 
m4lifn4it, the Whore of Babylon, Rev. 17, t, \ (& 
talled Antieh1ift, is called and compared toYWot 
Woman, | a Whoriſh Woman, for ſeeminfſ]at 
Bray, Bravery, Sqbrilty, and Impudency,IWpr 
ti6t any one, but 4 Company, that exceed ifffithi 
Wickedniefs, and increafe itt it. So the Churdth 
MM, the Spouſe of Chriſt, is likened th 4; 
a Foman, for flexibility and fertility, notſh 
any one fingle Perſon, but a choſen Cotnpany, 
patheted cogether in one 3 | Una Eccleſia, quit 
the his Fighe, por unnit Spiritum naſcitar. Ephſl : 
phat. ]' ſome of all forts, Men, Womende 
Jews, Geitiles, Greeky, Barbarians z not all offi 
any fort; Choice admits not of Univerſalityd: 
"The fingalar Number here arid elſewhere uſt 1 M 
rpptts a Paucity, or at leaſt a Singularity dfffibi 
Pcrſoris. ©ndre bite trabit & non illutn, nol W 
prdicare, ſi non vis orrare. S, Ang, in Jokw 


Cauſi 


( At ) : 
qeeulra offt port, injuſts ofſe non poteft, 


i a, Cas ( | 

| 1th . pili. 55. xd Paulin. Choice was rtiad; 
Rof Her, nat for the Multifiide, much leſs for 
Many Merit. 'See her Conditions Exck, 169 


id her Behidviour before, in the former part 


Mot the Chapter. The Promife was of his own. 
Wire Grace and g6od Will, without any merit 
of preceding Will or Work in her. Works of 


pombe 


- 


lature nip it be foreſeen, cither.as future ox 
but could not of congruity merit oy 
avour, being fo evil. Works of Grace cou 


Mot be foreſeen, becauſe thicy were not, nor 
could be indeed, till Grace were firſt beſtow- 
ed. Good Works are an Effect, no moving 
Cauſe, fruch leſs meritotious for the procuring 
YMof Grace. About this freedom and particu- 
dairy of Choice, in electing to the End, and 
Wptedeſtinating to the Means, moſt of the Fax 
idflthers downwards from Awgzuſtine, and amoi 
Althe ſounder fort of School Divines, [Pa 8. 
0 Aquinas, and many of the Nomentcans, do ſirike 
10 in with the Divines of our Reformed Churchz 


it | 


$ 
nol 
oh: 


rſs 


fl 34ly. Here is the Means, whereby [ 1m} 
ph] will allzre; or mhereinto, ABARN the Wile 
mWderneſs : Becauſe 1, have known her, I will al- 
Lolffliire ber into the VVilderneſs. Whoſoever is or; 

dained to ftie End, is alſo pre-ordained to the 
fedMeans. The Lord can do it without Mean 


but commonly he doth it by ſuch, as ſuit beſt 
with that Nature whereupon he is about to 
work, Mans will is naturally tree from Co- 


aCGtion 
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ation, therefore the. Lord compelleth nor 
but ently allureth all by degrees, of unwilli 
"_ them willing. | 

. By illumination of the Underſtens 
Things. unknown have no motive Fa 
-Asno Good wrapp'd up in Darkneſs, excit 
*defirez ſo no Evil ſwathed up in Ignorang 
ſtrikes trouble or ſorrow. 

2. By an effetual perſuaſion of the W 
and then by an Infuſion of renewing Grag 
Faith is his Work and Gift, both for prep 

"ration of the Subje&, the beginning of Gras 
and for the increaſe and conſummation of t 
exerciſe thereof, Phil. 1.29, Heb. 12. 2. ( 
worketh all in Man, to will what he ſhoulf 
do, and then to.do what he willeth, accoii;; 
ing to his own good pleaſure 3 but not as u 
on Stocks or Stones 3 theſe are moved witholf 
knowledg, as uncapable of Conſent, reaſon 
ble Creatures not ſo 3 they conſent and @ 

, prove, they know, they will, they love wh 
God worketh in them. I will make, | tha 
is God's hrſt work ] that they ſhall walk in Ri 
Statnter, [| there is Mans after Co-operation 

| Without me ye can do nothing: And, W 

” haſt thou, O Man, that thou haſt not received 

A place which St. Cyprian uſually urged to el 
clude all boaſting on Mans behalf; and whe 

by St. Angruſtine was brought to retract whi 
be had wrote before, of Faith in us, aol 
from us. Means muſt beuſed, but the Wal 

is aſcribed to an higher Power. | 


4 


Mow 
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More diftintly know, that Means are of 
Two ſorts, cither principal, or inſtrumental, 
1 The principal are either more principal, as 
Fu in and by whom the Church hath all, 
and without whom nothing 3 or leſs principal, 
25 the Benefits which flow from Chriſt, ſuch 
Gar, Adoption by the communigation- of his 
Filation, : Juſtification by his Grace, and. 
MY Sandification by his Spirit. The inſtrumenta[ 
Means are either preparative, in and by the 
PLaw 3 or effedive, in and by the Goſpel : of 
Y which more hereafter. | 


2 4:bly. Here is to be conſidered the End 
a whereunto all this is direted 3 and that is 
twofold, cither laſt, or next. The laſt End 


Wis the Glory of his rich Grace, in the glorif- 
cation of his Spouſe, the Church 3 the nexe 
WEnd is the preſent Good of the Perſons to be 

converted 3, being thus under preparation far 


'FRepgencration. As it is with a Gold- 


\E{mith, that would make a Cup for uſe, ora 
"Ring for Ornament > his Oay is hard, and 
ll of droſs, therefore he caſteth it into the 
Fire, to (often and refine it this done, he 
Fiormeth and faſhioneth jt- according to. his 
Will. Gregory applieth this Similitude thus : 


"We are the. Gold, hard, and fullof filth ; this 


World is the Shop, Troubles- are the. F ire.” 
08 God the Workman let us learn how to ſuffer, 
iT he knoweth beſt how to prepare and fit us for 

his Service. As skilful Phyſicians hunt ay 
=. the 
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the Terbargy, by cafting the Body 'into hy 1 
eptees of x Fever, to dry up that adventihp* 
ous Moifttre, whith eIfe would quench nut 
ral Heat, and bring in Death 3 fo the It 
drings his Children into Spirtcaal Diftrefs, M® 
pttvent Eternal Death, and everlaſting TM*! 
tore in the bartiing Lake.  Oras it ts with” 
tender Mother, who dothes her Breaſt wilf® 
Gallor Wortawvood, to wean the'Chitd ml © 
Aﬀe&ions, and gyin it to cat fironger Mal" 
fo and no otherwiſeis it with the Lord in * 
Work 3 he weaneth them from the Dugsl-* 
the World, and leadeth them into the Wil* 
Zerneſs, that he might bring thetnijntothepl 
feffion of Carazn. Now: nb trbuble for W** 
prefent feemeth joyous, butt grievous; neverthtlif 
#fterward it yeeldeth the pracetble 'Frntt of Ri* 
Yeouſneſs to theth that are exerciſed therejn, al 
bling thetn to ſay, 'it was good forts that 
were aMiQed-and broken, that we mightM" 
Joice in more ſtrength. This the Lord oli. 
*cah Go. Coll ſhall perſiatle Faphet. No til 
| Power can work fo apon the Spirit, li; 
© Fels upon a weak fearful Mmm,” and yer (ll 
Him undertiope, © The Spiriciof 'a* Manu”, 
"help apaioſt” Man, and againſt "his own! 
firtnities 3 but when he cometh to gray 
With the Almighty, when he'is route 
*the' Wilderneſs to anſtver God-charging | 
"with his Debt , a terrified, burthened, 1 
*"*wounded Cotiſcience, who tHe+can'ſuppd 
Prov, 18, 14; 7F" 
| k 
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'f- For the further opening of the Point, and 
paſtquently of this preparative Work to.the: 
wpacity of the meaner ſost, three things ſhall 

here infifted on, vis. That it bath-been fo, 

it is effeted, and wherefore. In which: 
þſhall find what Sampſon did in the Lions 
I, many Honey combs of Spiritual 


\. This hath been, and is the Method oh» 
wed ordinarily in the Diſpenſation of Grace, 
aWoueh 2 diverſity may be granted as to the 
Wealure of it. Look as in Mukic, all the 
rings of the Infirument are touched with the 
mnehand, yet not witha like firoke 3 ſq here, 
I the Lord is the Agent : for Men being: 
ce turned from Life, and dead in Sin, cans 
t bring himſelf into any .of this whalſom. 
n, much leſs out of it 3 no, no, it-is the. 
Word that in great Love dath both: theſe for 
wn. Our heft- Parents had a legal Sermon. 
le to them, befoxe they” had. any; Promijſe> 
plied, Gen. 3.16, Hagar was brought in+. 
98 //1derneſs, | real to her, typical toarhexs, Þ 
(Fore ſhe was tully wrought upon 1n Faith to 
oy, 1 have ſeen bim that ſeeth me, Gen, 16.13, 
begins the Work, and ſeeth his, before. 
y ſee or ſeek him. Moanaſſesr. was ſent inta; 
Iptivity, he was put in Priſon, and fettered 
Tons ( the beſt Ornaments he ever-ware: }: 
ore his Mountain could be brought low, In; 
 WFch 2 proud Heart the Devil keeps his. hold a; _ 
F"g time 3 ſuch ruſty Locks will not eafly-- 
Ii OPcn' 


M* 
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open. - Now he is as weary of his Sins, ag| 
is of his Chains. As a Phyſician deals wi 
Perſons diſtracted, and out of their wits; 
commands that they be kept in the dar) 
be bound in fetters, to have miſerable 
hard Fare, that by all they may be brought 
their Underltanding : Thus God dealeth wilf, 
ſome Sinners, that are turned mad, and groy 
out of their right Reaſon by thejt Wickedn 
that he may recover them, he binds them 
Chains, brings them low, that at length tly 
may conſider of thetr Condition, and be heal; 
Paul had both a Voice and Light to guide hi 
into this Wilderneſs, before the Lord woulf 
ſpeak, unto bis Heart, and tell him what 
ſhould do. And thoſe of whom mentic 
made, Afis 2.37. 16.30. with many of 
ſuch -of our own obſervation, were broug 
into great diſtreſs, through tear and deſuiiihic 
fear of Sin, deſire of God's Love and Favoil;; 
not able to refalt any wherez Men and Bk 
thren, what ſhall we do? Comforts they uh 
fuſe, Threatnings they apply with hand 
heart, witty and ready they are to hurt the 
ſelves as if their vital and animal Spi 
were ftopp'd in their Paſſage by ſome Dileg 
they are otten near ſinking 3 fuch affinity a 
agreement there is between the Mind and 
Body. Obſerve. fuch troubled Spirits, yl 
may, to look heavily, ſigh deeply, as if Wc; 
Heart would break, and at lati to cry out, \ 
and alas ! if this and that be fo, as I fear 


1 I it, 


( 47) 


Ws. and do believe, how can I be ſaved? If 
Wche ſpots of a Leopard can be wiped out; if 
hehue of an Indian can be changed, if a Camet 
an go through the eye of a Needle; then 
may I be cleanſed, renewed, and ſaved. But 
Lord, how cat that be ? is there any Balm, 
any Blood, any Mercy, for fuch an one as I ? 
WTcll me, O my Friends, ſpeak thou Man of 
od; was there ever ſuch an one read or -heatd 
Wot? a preſumptuous Sinner, a beaſtly Wretch, 
fk cloſe Lover of Wickedne(s, an Hater of Ho- 
Wineſs? To look upon, Iam afraid of my 
elf; what ſhall I do? whither ſhall 1 fly? fay, 
do not you loath me, and bluſh to behold and. 
jear me ? was there evet ſuch an one as I ac> * 
epted 2 
= This is that narrow Way, that leads many 
ſo Life; that great Strait, whereinto the 
wiight dearly beloved of the Lord are often 
drought, to learn, how that is poſſible to God, 
which is impoſſible with Men. As the Wo- 
nan by God's appointment is to bring forth 
lin pangs and rravailz ſo muſt the Heart of 
Man ordinarily labour, till Chrift be formed 


T 2. How and after what manner doth the 
ord effect this ? 


It is either by removing Impediments, 
or by preſenting to'the Eye of the Con- 


Y (1.) The many deceitful Grounds there 
are, whereon Men naturally reft, and boaſt of, 
| | as 


(4d ) 
as if their Edate at worſt were well & 
And tjll theſe feceitful Props be remg 
they will not in capclt ſeek atter Chrilt, 


| eG zccept him, torel} ppop him, Thee ll 


Loxd removes, by ſhewipg unto Meg 


weakneſs and inſufficiengy to yeeld them y 


comfort, And they. axe either inwayds 
outward :. Drvard,, 3s Knowledg wit 
. Love, Invention withour Judgment, ar 


” Memory withour any praShical delight in fl 


Notians retained, [all which a Man may hg 


and ytt be no. bettes than a Devil. ] che fulſh 


ency of Baptilm! Regeneration, withqut 


cars or thought to pextorm Ganditions. Thi 


being without the power of. Gaglinek, 4 « 
only as a dead Corps lirewed and adore 


with Flowers, as a gouty Fogt coyered wile; 
a Crimſon Shgo, or a Statue, of Earthail 
Dirt, with ſore glorigus colouring, apd{ 
Sepulchers, with new painting over tha 


| The Loxd convinceth them, that this 4M 


pot fure enough tg keep them in the del 


of many Waters, yea, thatall things wicthallhh 
, Grace will - prove an Aggravation of thi 7e 


"Condemnation. As in ſome Countries, 


their Malctactors WEIE tO beburn'd in the | 


they poured Oil and Pitch to encreaſe ti 


Toxments 3 {þ will every Privilege make His 


the batter for ſuch as theſe. In the 4 


when the fiery Trial ſhall be, all their pai T " 
ing will melt away. Ozutmeard, as Righ 


Honour, Rcalth, Learuing, meex Civil 


L 


OE... 
and Fortnality ,- all- commendable in theit - 
kind, but not ſufficient, Theſe Men may 


Shave, and yet come ſhort of Grace and 'Li 
Win Glory. Few rich Met: hall be Gaved, 1 Cor. 
W1.25, Corpulent Birds ſeldom fly high. 


heſe many. things cumber thetn : And, Tf 


jour Righteouſneſs exiceed not the Righteouſneſs of 


” 


he Seribes - and Phariſees , ' you cannot enter 
no the Kingdom of God, The beſt of theſe 
we bat-Weeds in God's Garden, Tares in his 


wheat, Chaff in his -Floor: Therefore the 


«rd doth wiſcly and timely temove thefe Im- 


= iments. : ny” 
A (2.) He preſenteth Sin, and the Confe- 


uents thereof; in their true Colours,” pulterth 


ef the Skin of that Viper, waſhes off the 
Want, and' ſhews its Face in full defortni- 
J f. And this he doth ordinarily four ways, 


M {1.] By corporal Calatniries, atid tertiporat . 


ods, occafionally opening that Eye which" 
roſperity and Security had” faſt clofed..” *As 


Jn 7oſeph's Brethren, and” the Prodigal San, 


rY Path 5 his Ricki: ke Eye-bright Water, 


je have an Tnſtahte. The former ( Gen, 42, 


W1.) declare the force of Confcience, and 
uit of Aﬀfiction. Old Sins are brought to 


I new reckoning. "We are very guilty, concern- 


"g our Brother, in that we ſaw the Anguiſh of 
Ws Soul, when he beſonght ts, and we would tot 
' eee, therefore is ths Evil come pon Ws. The 


tter came to himfelf, when” he Was tihder 
had 
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had a firange and great: Influence on his 
dulled Sight > now he xefolves to go to bis Þ 
ther, Yea, many now living can fay, I dow 
not, 1: is good for them that they have baifſ 
affified. They: had been undone, | had thifi 
not been undone that they might. go weall 
ing towards Heaven, while others go laug 
ing towards Hell. Poverty may be ſo'orde 
as to prove a Preparative to Spiritual Richg 
Impriſonment antecedent to Evangelical Libalff ty 
ty. . Sickneſs and weakneſs of. Body  ofwlffth 
tendeth to the ſirength and health of 
Inner Man. This brings to mind.that Staffap 
in Bromiardus concerning an Apprentice-thit 
had ſerved an hard Maſter, by. whom heli 
beenſore beaten. Theſe Blows the Lord 
made a means of the Man's . Converl 
Whereupon lying on his Death-bed, and] 
- Maſter ſtanding by, he catched hold faſt onWSi 

hands, and kifſed them, ſaying, Hz 

daxerunt me ad Paradiſum, Theſe hat 

ve helped to bring me to Paradiſe. | 

And Beza tells us of himſelf, that God wifhe 
pleafed to lay the Foundation of his Spiituſſſs” 
Health, in a violent Sickneſs which bctell hi 
at Pars. Morbus ifte vere Sanitatis prindo: 
«nm, Ep. prefix. Confeſs. What is it, hifi 
God cannot make the Channel to bring int, 
Ship, the Ciſtern-pipes to convey the Waltiſin: 
whoſe Spring is 1n Heaven ? Exzekzel's Whapr 
{hall move, if the Spirit drive them, and tliice 
Pool of Betheſda communicate Health; if i 
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Angel deſcend, and ſtir the Waters. Bleſſed is -. 
i the Man whom thou correGieſt and teachell, © 
Ml [2.] By Spiritual Combats, raiſed by the 
ol Spirit. of Bondage, between Fear and  Defire, 
Wl Hope and Diſtruſtz continued and encreaſed 
by the unregenerate Will going one Way, and 
the Light of natural Conſcience going another 
way > {o that their'very Conſtitution is in dil- 
cord 3 there is no more agreement than be- 
ll cween Fire and Water 3. by reaſon of which 
Wl che Soul is brought into great Anguiſh, much 
MY Fear, becauſe of. Sin, and the rope Danges it 
WY zpprehends as the Conſequents of both : theſe 
WJ Conflicts being like the Oppolition of Planets . 
3 the Superiour Orb, fore-runners of great 
IfEvils. 2 KIN 
ll - | 3.] Uſually it is by the Minifry of the - 
1Law, | that School*maſter, whoſe Laſh makes 
nWSinners Backs to ſmart, ] whereby the Loxd 
awakeneth Conſcience indeed, 'and ftriketh 
Wterror into the Hearts of his Choſep, caſting 
Jim down very low to Selt-denigl z- he breaks 
ieir fony Hearts in pieces, convincing Men 
itaſes Tranſgreſſors,; telling them that they are 
hace Men. even Men of Death; this they have 
aWone, and that they deſerve, ., dilcoyering 
chſmillions of Sins more, than they Eyes dreamiec 
af, quickning Sin in the Conſeience,, and.put- 
atiing a Weapon into its. band to kill the Signer 


baunder his Guilt. - For this is properly the OH 
. n » . e <1 4.4% # ” " 
| tice. of the Law to detect and convince Men 


ot 


ff. ſuch and ſuch Sins, to pals: {Entence” 
An 1 F 4abliis, 


E 2 - agairiſt 
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apainſt thetn'for thoſe Sins, and to fc 0 by 
them {5 convicted, with a thundring ndich 
from place to place, hedging and hemmiggup 
them in 9h every ſide, that they can neithgT! 
get out, nor be quiet any where, till th 

. humble therhſelves and fall down before Wthi 
© Lord's Mercy-Secat. Wot 
' © Foifthly; We may not exclude from hill 
Preparative Work, a branch of the GoſpiWir 
"Which the Lord makes uſe of, for the cola 
Pleting this Preparation 3 by it, as by beat 
and heat from a Fire far off, to ſoften Wl 
melt thoſe broken -pieces, that ſo the Heap 
being ready to fall aſunder, and grieving mio 
- Kindly rhati it can do under mere Legal Tire 
rors, may readily and delightfully admitWut 
- Spiritual Infufions, and he the more ſpeetiffje! 
" brought into a new Mould. And this WH! 
"Goſpel doth,* Ti 
©" "Firſt, By unvailing unto ſach diſtreliWÞci 
Minds,:the' holy and pure Nature of Oite 
KimſelP [which the Law diſcovereth onhyſhe 
he is Creathire, the Goſpel further, as helficd 
a Father J his patience and loving kindnWha 
jn Chrilt, 'his rich Mercy, great Love, Fraſffor 
Grace, thoſe*Spititual Beams by which þf 
Divine Nature ſhines forth upon us. Silla 
Sat, wy pe thou me ? One, that ti 
{d .holy and harmleſs; one that hath dontible 
rich for 


1hes"} otle that Hoch ſo encirely Who 


thee, a9 eſte thy goods Haſt thou nalſſfim 


-- 


to lin a} aiilt but thy Savioer? None to't di df 
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Wbut thy Friend ? None to kick againſt but - 
he Bowels of Love ? Did not I ſuffer enough * 
pon the Croſs ? Muſt I needs ſuffer more? 
his ſtruck the Nail on the Head, this made 
Wlhis Eyes to water, his Heart to' welt'z with 
Whis kind ſalutation, Saul's hard Heart was 
Woftned and made pliable to a further work. 
W Secondly, By diſcovering the ſinfulneſs 6f 
Win 3 that it is not only - fearful, 'as the” Law 
Wich, but filthy alſo not only evil, bar” the 
Wpreateſt evil 3 whence once diſrobed: of that 
pleafing and deceitful ſhining Skin, patcht up 
et the ſhreds of Pleaſure, Profit, and Carnal 
pntent, it is apprehended as oppoſi t to the 
preateſt Good, and conſequently 'morEto be 
tated and avoided than Hell: There is n0 
Jell withoft Sin, nor any Heaven with Sin : 
ell is Penal, but Sin is a Criminal evil'* The 
Jevil of pain is contrary to the good of a finite 
elcing only, while the evil of favlt is oppo» . 
Oite to an znfinite purity. Both theſe, namely, '." 
Fic Law and the Goſpel, being thus ampli- 
ed, preft and applied to the finners Soul, fo 
at he can tind no ſtarting hole to evade, no 
Forner to run into, no-gap open to get out 
a this Wilderneſs 3 by this time, it comes to 
(als, that he finds a combuſtion in his Breſt, | 
{fir kindled in his Bones, ſuch new trou- * 
egole as he never felt : now Hope appears, a-- 
"on Deſpairz at one time Fear, another 
Weime Loye cometh into the Soul, like flaſhes | 
f Lightning , both followed with Tears. 


E 2 and' 
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and' Complaints 3 be may be often heard! 
ſ1gh, and-ſometime to beat the Breſt, and ſa 

- O Lord,:that I could repent ! O that coul 
believe! © that I had. a ſoft: tender Heant 
That my Head, were Waters, and mine Eyex 
fountain of Tears, that 'I might weep Day ax 
Night : Help me, O- my- Friends, for th 
terrours of the Almighty oppreſs me, be 
me "inherit the fins of my youth, ſo chat I 
ready, to ſink ;. Help me, O my God, to 
what thou-commandeſt, command wharth 
wilt, 'and thou ſhalt not command in val 
Make me a Man after thy own Heart; gin 
me, Q giy6,if not a Fountain,yet a Stream 
not a; Stxeam,yet ſome few drops of penite 
Tears,. to eaſe a burdned Heart, and to pit 

-. Pare a;loathſom Soul for the mere precig 

” ſtreams'of Chriſt's Blood, ; 

And yet; as if all this were not enoug 

x behold and ſec, there fieppeth up anothaſſſhe 
| Witneſs moxe; againſt this terrihed Creacun 
And-that is, a retie&ting power of the Sai bir 
called Conſcience, which joyneth with aTc 
Law and Goſpel in their Sentence, and meeiſth 
ing him alone, as flying from both the fol 
mer, and hoping ſomewhere to eſcape, ; 
_— the poor Soul, and concludes to thi 

ect : Nay, whither now? Think not Wfi 


ſhitt off - all, hope not to. carry all away, 
Sampſon did the Gates £0 not about to hid 
it, donot deny or extenuate it 5 for all th 
is trye whigh thou haſt heard, from the Lay 
aol 


('sF) 

:nd Goſpel.  O: wretched Creature} - thus 
and thus hath God walked towards thee, in 
Wuttice, in Mercy, in Power, in Patience and . 
tWounty, he ſent Chrift with healing in: his” 
WWings, to.heal and do thee good; and yet 
Shs and thus rebelliouſly and. ungratefully 
tuft thou walked towards him; thou haſt 
Wut away Salvation, bolted out thy Phyfi- 
aan; What wilt thou fay ? Whither: wilt 

Whou go? Nay, nay, think, not of pleading, 
Wream not of flying, much leſs of any. his 
wing, except thou wilt contra fartherguilt,. 
nd 2 greater burden on thy ſelf, which is: 
aWcavy enough already ; Down proud Heart, * 
cafdown with it lower than thy Knees, cloath' 
thy (elf in Sack-cloth.and Aſhes, put a Rope 
oufabout thy Neck, as Benhadads Servants did, 
"Fconfeſs thy faults humbly, aggravate thy tfol- 
uy ingenuouſly, and then thou mayſt hope to 
flhear the voice of Mercy 3 there is no way to. 
areFflic from him, but by falling down before * 
oubim 3 Blood-letting is a cure of Bleeding, 
To cloſe and get in, is the only way to avoid 

the blow. | | 

forfl Thirdly, }by the Lord thus brings bis Chil» 

if dren inta the Wilderneſs ? 

A Anſwm. All God's Actions are ordered by {.._ 

; Winhnite Wiſdom, therefore ſome reaſon may * 
always be rendred of his Will: In cafe we 
ud apprehend it not, we muſt acknowledg the 
thy weakneſs of, our own Capacities and ſub» _ 
al ſcribe it, without enquiring after any Reas :* 
| E 4 {on, 
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ſon, becauſe we know it is his Will : Yet iy 


this bufinefs, ſomething may be Gaid as proil #; 


bable, and with due -reverence. 

He doth it, Firſ#, To divorce the 
from Sin, and to break that Love-knot | 
tween the Heart:and Sin in. every Natu 
| Man:3 which ordinarily is not done with 
"ſome throws of this Spiritual Froubl 
While 'Men run up and down in the ſeem 
pleaſant fields of Liberty , fin 1s {weet a 


fair.unto them, ſo far from fear that they g 
in loye with it. Who ever ſaw a covete 
Uſurer troubled in mind when he is _ 
Money, and reckoning up his Bonds a 
, Bills? An Adalterer mourning with his M 
' ireſs in his Arms ? Belſhazzar indeed was lf 
Ken and troubled among his Cups, and ſoq 


F* 


ſome Drunkards 3 but that was an extraq 


dinary. judgment. While Men are Drut 


with Pleaſures, and beſotted with delightf 
Objects, commonly they are not ſenſible! 
any. danger, but being'once brought into 


Wilderneſs of fear and ſolitary Silence, thafff 
have leaſure ta conſider, and ability to di 


©eetn, that Sin is: treacherous as a Feſwjt, bib 


ter as Gall, Ugly, more ugly than the Deyll 


And then chey loath and fly it, then ws 
ont; Lord, 'what mwouldſt thou 'bave ws 10. 
When before, they would not be ruled, 
perſuaded by any reaſon. The Fews will 
patt with their Idols, till they bring themi 


to Captivity z nor Sampſon with Dalilab, ti 
4 ; | IK 
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ſhe betray him into the hands of the Phili-- 
tine; then away Idols, and let Dalilab be 
ME burned alone 3 Sampſon repenteth, The Vi- 
per beaten , - cafteth up her Poyſon. The 

Traytor on” the Rack, will confeſs and for- 
WM fake all. The burnt Child dreads the fire 3 and 
the Wormwood upon the Breſt, weans the 
Child from 1t. 

Secondly, It is to humble the Soul, and 


ſo (weet, if Sin were not fo bitter, The 


W Sentence, will not ſay Gramercy for a Pardon. 
Belides, it is neceſſity that endears any thing 


a little caſe 3 and extremity of want, to ad- 
Y mire a little plenty. Dariws being vanquiſh- 
ll ed by Alexander, and in flight being in ex- 
1 tremity of Thirſt, drank Water out of a 
Puddle, mingled with much Blood of flain 
Souldiers, and faid, It was the ſweeteſt Drink 
that ever he taſted in his Life, The Prodigal 
i that diſregarded all ths Dainties of his Fa- 
il ther's Howſe, did highly value the Servants 
vill Bread there, when he was reduced to feed 
upon Hwusks in the Wilderneſs. As it is with 
dal ® weary Swimmer floating in the reſtleſs Sea, 


cauſe her to ſet a right Eſtimate upon Chriſt, | 
Whicherto undervalued. Chritt would not be” 


Man upon whom the Law hath not paſſed 


tous, - Extremity of pain, makes us to prize * 


ready to fink every moment, how welcome. 


| nol is a bough to him, when as if he had been' 


upon the ſhoar, he would not have regarded 
It, Soitis with ſuch a wearied Man brought 
| Cr Rr Wor into 


ks 
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into the Wilderneſs of great diſtreſs and da all 
ger, heis {© humble and gentle, that a Chillſo 
may lead bim: He cried out, and looked 
bout him, but few hear, none can help hin 
O how welcome then is the Thought, ch 
Sight, the Preſence of Chriſt , that Tree oflow 
Life ! He will part with all, Sins, Goody 
Liberty, Life, or any thing, if he may by 

' touch the hem of his Garment. Only then, ar 
* toall ſuch he isa Feſis indeed. ; 
Thirdly, It is, that they may be the bettalf 
ever after. More zealous and ſerviceable! 
God, who hath ſome great Work ( common : 
ly ) for ſuch to do, and therefore their pl 
paration is anſwerable. A high Building 
' muſt have a low Foundation. Luther obſadfſb 
'-ved of himſelf, that when God was aboutfCh 
toſet him upon any ſpecial Service, he cithg 
laid ſome tit of Sickneſs upon him befor 
hand, -or turned Satan looſe upon him. RF 
he was much exerciſed and beaten from hilfla 
tender years with Spiritual Conflicts 3 as Ms 
landhon teſtifieth in-his Life. And this wal 
in all likelihood to fit him for the great Work 
the Lord had cut out unto him. There is nolf 
whole Heart to the broken: None ſo ſound mi 
' to hold Grace, as that 3 and the more iti 
” broken,. the more it contains. A Paradat 
in Nature, but not in Grace. Beſides, thefſſth 
are hereby made more compaſſionate, and{th 
| helptul unto others. Hence it was that Ge 
© gave Luther ſuch a Grace, that in his Sermons 


by 
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all that heard him, thought every one, his. 
WDwn Temptations had been toucht and nu- 
ed by him3 and when fignification thereof 
zas made to him by his Friends, and being 
Wemanded how it could be ? anſwered, Mine.. 
own Temptation and E-xpcrience are the © 
cauſe thereof. As a Phylician -that trieth 
whe virtue of ſome Cl yercign compolicion up= 
In his. own Body, he is the better able ro 
ure another with that Receipt. It is a 
Wercat invitation to Mercy, to ſee one in the 
wlame condition that we our ſelves have been. 
Sin: As he ſaid, Hard ignara mali, miſeris 
Gearrent diſco. As a Woman that bath had 
wa Child can more pity ſuch as arc in Travel, 
eibecauſe ſhe hath ſutfered the like pain. When 
Chrittians by their own expcrience_ know the 
Way, like old Travellers, they can lead” o- 
thers; and bring them into, and guide them, 
through this Spiritual Trouble laying 3 Thus 
and thus were I brought in, and ſ came I 
off 3 this courſe I took, and this ſucceſs ] 
round, &c. Experienced Learners, arc the 
beſt Teachers. 
| Theſe are. ſome of many Reaſons which 
might be given, of the Lord's proceeding 
- Win this manner towards his Pcople, The 
Sum of all is, for their god. He caſteth 
Mthem down very low , that he might lift 
nd them up the higher, he leads them through 
oof a Wilderneſs, to convey them into Canaan : 
| As hereafter will appear. So much by way 
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of Doctrine, The Application follows, w 
is a principal part of this Diſcourſe. And* 
Uſe 1, It condemneth ſuch firſt, as; n 
frequently in the Wilderneſs of Sin, and 
wanton Prodigality, but never in the” Iþ 
derneſs of ſorrow and ſaving Fear 3 mu 
under Worldly, but never under Spiritul 
Trouble. How far are ſuch from Grad 
who have not paſt this Preparation ? Hoy 
far from Chriſt, from Comlort, from tru 
Happineſs? © As far as the Eaſt is from th 
Weſt, Darkneſs from Light , Belial fron 
Chriſt, in point of Communion. Such hay 
cauſe to fear, that Sin fits like a Queen 
her Regency, that the ſtrong Man keeps Pc 
ſcion, and that they are ſlaves to Satan, ſub 
je&s of the Kingdom of Darkneſs. A Ma 
may have ſome Trouble and yet not be Cons 


.verted, but he cannot be Converted withoul 


” ſome Trouble. The Heart cannot be brok 
for Sin, without the fight of Sin. The $i 

looketly upon the Earth, thence draweth yi 
Vapours, and diftilleth them down again 
ſo doth the Sun of the Underſtanding, whid 

till it be Convided, the Heart cannot | 


*©Compuncted. Sight of Sin muſt neceſſatf 


ly precede ſorrow for Sin. An Infant in th 
Womb cries not, becauſe it ſeeth not 5 bit 
as ſoon asit comes into the Light, ſets up it 


, note, The blind Eye and the hard Heart g( 


"together, .as unſeparable Companions. Mei 


will never loath themſelves, till there be 
remeny 
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WM retembring of their ways and doings that 
4 havenot been good, Ezek, 36.31. 
nl Queſt. 1t may be demanded, who are they, 
ll and how they are kept out ? | 
 Anſw. Who they are that were never yet 
Sin this Wilderneſs, may eafily be known by 
a #hat hath been ſpoken already, in the de- 
*Fcription of this preparative Work let any 
one bring himſelf, and compare his preſent 
a eſtate with it, and the truth will readily be 
(diſcovered 3 eſpecially if he conſider , and 
J impartially anſwer to ſuch like demands. 
1. Whether he doth not retain in his Heart 
Wl the love of ſome Sin, which either he know- 
oY eth, or might know to be a Sin: Though he 
do many things, yet hath he not an Herodias 
Y that he will not part with. Though, with 
ll the Vintner, he pull down the Eufh, yet hath 
aff he not as much Heart to his Sin as ever? 
W Though he pull down the Shop-windoyw | re- 
ul form outward Sins | yet doth he not follow 
his Trade within door? Doth he not fit brood- 


ning upon his Sin ? It is hypocritical repen- 
iaFJtance, when Men leave ſome Sins only, and 
x not others alſo : They can part with ſome 


kind of Corruptions,. | it may be they are 
i angry with them | but then there are others 
hl ot which it may be ſaid, as was of Goliah's 
5 Sword, none like to that. 'For as Repen- 
gol tance takes revenge upon every Sin, fo» more 
{x Eſpecially upon that the Sinner too'i moſk 


' delight in; As Cranmer, who ſubſcribed with 
I 5 his 


(62) 


his: right Hand, what was againſt his 
ſcience, afterward with revenge put that fi 
Into the-Flame 3' fo doth the truly humble © 
--. Soul, take revenge on. that Sin by whichh 
" hath moſt diſhonoured God. In a wa 
ſuch a&tions of the »Soul. which admit 
private reſervations and indulgences ,- 
are: not general, as to this matter, 
be found a Meteor of the Brain, not an aff 
tion of the Heart. . 
2. Whether the injoyments of the Wal 
are not more precious in his elicem, than th 
Love and Favour of God? For this is c& 
tain; the: Man that hath been under this ] 
parative Work, cannot but preter the apps 
henſtons of God's Love to all the Wol 
Therefore David prayed that God woy 
remember him with the Favour which 
beareth to, his People, Pſal. 16. 4, 5. this: 
accounted his chietelt good. And Lther py 
telied, he would not be put off with 
things of this Lite, Leftt-hand Blefling 
To whom may be added that Noble Italig 
Marqueſs, who accounted not that Man way 
..thy che name of a Chriſtian, who prefer 
"not one Day's communion with God, to { 
the ſplendour of the whole Earth. ou a 
{wer £0 this demand 53 How ſtand your : 
tions to Chriſt, and other things below his | 
. Are they to Chrili as a Spark, to other thing 
as a Flame? The Unregenerate Man's je 
is diffuſed to Earthly things, but limited a 
Spiritual 


CRY 
 Spiritial things. Say, are you not; more _.. 
@ chearful in Sinning, than in the performance * 
& of holy Dutics? As it 1s with thoſe Fiſhes 
that breed your Orient Pearls 3 thoſe Pearls 
I are the torment of the Fiſh, but when they 
are put upon a Man, they are an Ornament 
S to him 5 ſo thoſe Sins which are the Dif , 
eaſe, the Burden, the Sorrow | of a good 
-Man, are they not a matter of delight to 
"Fl you? 
| of 3. Whether he doth not reſt upon. ſome- 
what | Creature, or ro? more than ups» 
all on Chriſt, or doth not prize ſomething above 
him, or cqual with .him ? As Azgaſtine (aid, 
Ml That Marcellina hung Chrif's Picture, and 
the Picture of Pythagoras together 3 Doſt not 
thou, O Man, ſet Chriſt and the World, or 
Il Chriſt and thy Duties together ? A Man may 
8 magnihe Chriſt as willing to have him -in the 
ov end, but part with nothing for him in the 
iy mean while 3 he may prize his Blood, but . 
of not -his Grace 3 his Promiſes , but not his” 
ly Precepts, Jeſus, but not Chriſt. IF thine 
own Conſcience anſwer Athrmatively, it is 
Wan cvident fign thou haſt never been in this 
Wilderneſs. 
| Queſt. But how are they kept out, ſeeing therg 


fer is ſo much means to drive them into it ? many 
inf Sons of Thunder, who. heartily long after their 
ing Peoples ſafety, how are they bindred ? | 
on Axſw. I conceive it is from theſe and the 


j 


ol ikeReafons ; 
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Firſt, By the Multitude, who run fo x 
gily in the broad-way of Carnal Pleafures, an 
red multitudes after them. How ordins 
ty is it for Men to follow a multitude to\ 
evil. ?. Few conſider that the way to Heayh 
is a narrow Way, and "that they fhould þ 
wiſe with a few. Few are of the mind 
Liberins, an Othodox Bithop of the Seer 
Primitive Times, who when he was prel ] 
the Emperour Conftantius , 'to forſake th 
Truth, and vote for Arrianiſm, by this Arg 
ment, Art thou wiſer than all the World? Vi 
ry honelily replied, The Truth is.no wh 
-* prejudiced by my aloneneſs in ſtanding out 
for of old there were but three thar withſic 
the wicked Edict of the King of Babel. Mal 
arc of this Principle, It is ſafe to do as the n 
do. - Like dead Fiſh, they ſwim down ti 
Stream, whitherſoever it runs ; or like Wat 
that takes the fgure of the Veffel into whi 
it is caſt, They ſet their Dyal by the To 
Clock, not by the Sun: The Voice of hill ti 
People i is with them the Voice of God : Thi 
infer that way to be trueſt, which is: 
largeſt. 
Secondly, By delay, and putting off i 
' ©us thoughts about Death and their Account 
. being afraid tohear of, much more to dil 
' into their Eſtate, Jeſt they ſhould find t| 
which would trouble them: The Cwp' is in | 
Sack, Thus the Rory goes of Galba, wh 
having received a very great ſum of Meniffſar 
fr wal 
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wg fare of Roine, and not being able to 
ctoutrit for it "took more car e to av 
account. to, do it. Thus Men. 
cr Conſcichces from, confi %n thee” 
| utonty becault it is To ba them. 
" Like bad Debtors, who ate loth j6 come to 
© account, 'left they ftpald pd theis; Eſtates 
low; * #s Hertticks, Jat are Lycifuge 
] fe Pays Tick Ow ws, $. that cannox- abide 
rs 6 Be ey are afraid of diſcovering theit 


| and fo content thi ; Dy &- 
nw, @eetv ng their 0 own 6b 4 ns 


ll By f: Ann of future. am end- 
oy een; heh ng che willdg but in their own 
il tithe, as of ' Mercy would foe 
"yl at their ih Like thoſe ſpoken. of, Hag. 
LY "The tinte is tot yet. come. 
lhe time pf rebuilding the Second 
es e 3 'it might 'be done hereafter: Suck 
os the guife of graceleſs Men, to futhxe we 
© tool'away rheir Salvation z hereafter ma 
Mil time end and hat needof ſach fa Bo to 
0 buil4 the b, and Temple: In ſpace; yon 
trace, (ay they ; Gol is 4iOre err 
| b, Ar What tie ſoever 4 finne; repe 
| ary ay all his Wick 1; MY thus 
| vifing with God and theit = Y 
In 5 or og eee about 0 do that, which” 
ie, ley are pndone for ever. Fools 
Men 3 our \ Sp yiour calls Re Foer 
Gre ts 417, Bris it is, "when they. 
peſr<6'x py ing of God by Re- 


pentance; 
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ntance, they a (wer as Antipater, King 
M Macedon did, hen one prencd 
Book treating, of Happinel(s, Ss, fe " 
am not at leaſure : Or as Arobias the 
when warn of a Conlpiracy 
caſt the Letters by, laying, In & 
and was ſlain exe the, Morrow came: Sorhy 
Men will amend hereafter, when wrt 
neither Time nor Grace to command.:. Th 
. promiſe. a time 'of Healing, but a time 
© Terrour and Torment may come- . Jer, #44 
Ee jam ex Jeſu fatlus et damnator, J, alutem, 
Sequi non poſſam 3 as Father Joon ſaid, wher 
horted to believe, in Chiilt Jeſus, and ,tob 
My. on his Merits. Cham. Epift. | a 
124. | 
Fourthuy, Others are kept off from. a cal 


deratign of the troubleſomneſs of the Wy 
and-tothneſs to leave their Sins. th 
faid; while he was Jeaven'd with Pop 
Principle of Contritions and their Pen: 
there was not ao bitter word j all 


Scripture than,Repenr; .but when he und 
fi6bd the Goſpel, $06 np was more preci 
and, welcom. Thus while the 'Dutic: 

| Religion are looked upon as clothed, v | 
Irklomneſs, and burdenſome Men are ready 

: ing.O'the Way of the Wild þ 

neſs 'is tedious! ' will not Gps, 
Fleſh, cur off SO t-hand, and | 

Rig. " Men will do any thing 


it. Fews would. bring m ic 


tA ee nr nr nn nes 
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| $2cribces, kill many Bullocks and Rams,; ray. 
ther than any one Luſt y they would Sacrifice © 
their Fitſt-born, when they would not: Jeave 
their fins. It is ap Hell to Unregenerate;Men, 
Heſen Mullerus reports of one Frantiſexs Tyer= 
rlanue,vho wrote againſt the Augaſtine's, Con- 
feſion, but upon..ſome Convidion,; 'wiſhed 
he had nevet read it, :nor the Anſwer. of:\4n- 

Sadeel, againſ} him 3 for it.had.;made 
him omewhat doubtkul what to: hold;;or - 
$f which way to go, and.concludeth thus: God's 
Word / promiſeth' me : comfort; it I -forſake 
Rinze. :: Sed ego ſenex.; hinc- exire :ion, 'poſſoems 
But am old; _—_ cannot: depart -hence.; jHe 
could not ſubmit..to. the Trouble as: fon-the 


if Comforts of. Heaven,! to depart, from: ,Fome. 


$0/many Men are wedded to thtir Sins, they 
i can'upon no terms. part: with them, They 
JT love-not. Trouble. ,-.C briftianus, oft ner 
Nature violentia : \Chriftianity 15 ;a-iÞE 
violence againſt Natures .and. thereto! 
aec'brought to. it..; Mheſe ; and many _ 
ſhifts, Natural Mert-haye.to hide \ thankives 
fom:the Light and;;Stroke; of the. Ward,.{0 
I that they are not; broken .heogfiteg) and 
| Woghe by it into this Wfi/dermeſrs Yau? 
{LM TL;A yi: ${1 Vs 
4 Oſo? Vn Secondly, Dodrine Ka a 
MF ntbichoſe, that-think themſelyes to. bein. 
this/7lder neſs, before they are pl and; {o- 
( Ley down undez; that miſconceit ,. never 
come: thex©:., Milakinig every Serman-ſick- 
F 2 paſhon, 
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paſſion, every ſleight ſight: 'of Sin, 
ward. Trouble, every . Tear, for Gund c 
rition and unfeigned Humiliation. Letf 
confider *| theze wy benhuch NOT 
is notrue Gold FF 
Faſt, How r many have gone, and wif - 
toni 'hort.'- Some, like ta: Ship, have fi 
in the moiith-of the Harbour. ' Eſax ſou 
the Bleffiig| carefully, and with Tears. 4 
hambled Mienfell, even/to: the renting of 
Clothes; 'and putting onof Sack-cloth. 
' das conitelled hisfin;and made reſtitution, 
| bork)"Youbriels, with abundance of . trouh 
and yeraltcame ſhort. ' Irs plain, there w 
preattt6ublesand fears about Sin,. as if fa 
excellent and ! beautiful. Child of Grace by 
been £5: bs: born; 'but after all the trou bl 
parigs ati@'fears; there came forth a: gt 
nothing, they” ave: as loathſome. and abot 
nable;asTbeforez - You :have heard. of ;/ 
ehany td-ory ouvin the agony of t! 
_ Wehave-ſ{inhediprievouſly, what. ſh 
#hut:14" niay be ſaved'2 And (yer for'l 
ehiis- Cry;/ this Travel the- Soul brings: fon 
thing bixwind and exiprines.. - | 1 
Secondly, Others that: have entred mga 
but have too quickly withdrawn the & "o 
3'as Cain-and Herbd.'did : The tori 
-out} My fir are p tr than 1 can bet 
2nd theedfoke ito' eaſe; Himſelf, builds" Cit 
and -dfech-elt-rheans:t6 divert his fear 
troubl&>The latter;with Flix the: Goviernc 


hs =y 


ET 
" puts it off to a more convenient time, he, will 
F conſider it another Seaſon. So, man {gn 
A us, when the Miniſter is plain apd, oWn- 
right with them, the” Word flafheth Rh 
"I Faces like Lightning, then they ſee their Sins 
diſtin&tly, and arc indeed afrajd of Hell 3 the 
Yoice ſounds fill in theix Ears, and their Sins 
like fo many Furics follow them ,. till they 
betake themſelves to ſome diverting imploy+ 


ment or merry Company, to grive away 
ſich melancholy dumps , as, many . le -,tq 

ak; like the wounded Hart, that Jabours 
to eat out the Arrow, they labour-to put a- 
way Sin, that it may not alway be before 
IF thero, and then all. is loſt; as if they had ne- 
A vcr becn there at all ; They quench the Fue 


that was kindled, arid bolt. out the Hee 


that ſhined on them. Such Tears asf eſe, 
are but like the Waters of ſtanding Pools,”* 


J that breed Toads and other Vermin, 


= Thirdly, A third ſort may be deep.and long 
"Yin this legal Terrour 3 ſo that they . barden 
Finder it, and after a ſort grow proud of it 5 
they can bewail their Sins, be cry .out for 
Jinward fear and trouble ( as if. they were 


"—F'ruly penicent ) and yet live in them all the.. 


"FJ Vlile 3 doing that with ſecret delight, which 
F'acy- pretend to fear and hate. O horrible 
deceit! ſo blecring the Eyes of Men, while 
they bathe Sin, but are unwilling to drown it : 
Reſting upon this, That once they were 
F 3 humbled 
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humbled, and therefore they need not ng 
Year or care, 


Q D 


Chor. © Another” ſort, 'are ſuch, » 
counterfe Trouble , and complain of 4 
ſtreſs of d. when in truth there is no Fo | 
matter, , Like. your cammion Beggars, w 
uſe tb cortphin of ſuch' Griefs and Troubl 
which 'they never felt; fo theſe, they cc 
vragk ad v weep, only becauſe they ſee a 
that gies ' Sorrow is uſual among 
Saint any Sthat ſuch are moſt approved w 
rd 7, by b& Wilderneſs of Legal Fe 
co the” Ortho Evangelical- Comfox 
and therdfote they would be thought to 
what they ſhould have:in'truth. The'De 
is God's' Ape, and. imitztes him in all 
Methods and ordinary ways of Grace 3 that 
leby his Delufions, he may gain ſol 
into his own Condemnation, A 
"But to&leir this a little further, there 
be propoſed two Queſtions of moment, viz. 
= || 
- Firſt, Haw far a wicked Man may go undi 4 | 
this Prephrative Work, and yet come ſoon bro 
Grace ? © In 
' Secondly, Wherein, Sad how far, thoſe whi . IF 
are called according to purpoſe, go beyond all othalf > 
in this Trouble ? % tha 
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Anſw. Tothe "Y may be replied 3, Th 
they are often brought i into this Wilderneſs, 
leaſt for ſome Degrees, 1s centain 3 howy . 


(73) 
| wh is queſtioned, - Therefore to .anſwer 
oF diredtly. 4.007 Qs v8 
ol Firft, They may -be brought to Munminati- 
I -n-of Mind : By the- Glaſs of the Law they 
may ſee what the Law requires, and how. far 
ſhort they come in their © Obedience, © not 
without ſome trouble, and: it may be'great 
diſquict : And this -not* only contuſedly,' in 
Generals, as Pharaob+, but difſtinQly for Par- 
ticulars, as Ahab and JFadas did. Of one'it 
isfaid, he repented and confeſſed, I have fin- 
ad in betraying Innocent -Blood, Mat. 27. 3. 
And for the other, Abab's' Hamiliation is © 
great, «1 Kings 21. 27, that the- Lord takes 
notice of it." See how Abab bumbleth himſelf ! 
ul And ſo the Iſraelites; Row often were' they 
og in their Humiliations for fin ? But thoſe Land» . 
ug floods. were dried up again 3 in ſo much as * 
2 Gregory compares them to the Graſs-hoppers, 
wi which make ſudden Leaps' from the Earth, 
Fs if they would flic to Heaven, but prefent- 
+ !y fall down to the Farth again. 
on + Secondly, They may be and are often 
MF brought to Convidion of the Will 3 that they 
2 may have nothing to fay for thgnſelves, a- 
"I gaintt the Light of Divine Truth, in flaſhes 
0} cloling with the Light of Conſcience. When 
that unprepared Gueft,-'Mat. 22. 12. was 
. queſtioned why he preſumed: to come without 
TY his Wedding Garment; it is ſaid, be mas ,. 
228/peechleſz, having no excuſe to pretend he ' 
was Self-condemned.. - | 
il) | F 4 , Thiy dly, 
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Thirdly, They may be brought to a-conditdy 
onal Application,ſo as to conclude a pothbj 
of ſafety, that they. might be freed- from-Sity 
and Sentenceof the Law.if they ſhould belien 
and. Jay hold on Chriſt, .. So far is conceive 
' that Herad went, by hearing. of the Bepty 
\Yeaz more, they may allo have a bdud 
' Application and Appropriation of God u 
. themſelves: in particularz' and hergin any 
have a great reſetnblance of Juſtifying Fe 
As Paul ſaid, 'Whe loved me, and gave hinaf 
for me. So "theſe may apply Chriſt to tha 
particular ; 3 Ithank my Chriſt, my Redeen 
my Saviour, | though tn preſumption notwit 
ſtanding, br 
Forrthly, They may go. one fiep furthe| 
even. to ſome apprehention of the Beauty! 
Grace, and that happineſs following a Spit 
tual Union with Ghritt; Eſpecially, if th 
live. where the Law and Goſpel are diſtin 
handled,. skilfully intermixed, fully applicdi 
ſo as not only to wiſh. well, but to refol 
and promiſe a better courſe ; As appears froi 
that known and, famous Inſiance, Mat. 14 
20, where « "ag kind of hearers are ſai 
to receive the "Word with joy: As good-Ney 
affeeth the hearers about the State and 
Kingdom,  whereiny.t they.are much concern'di 
{o- may Men be affected i in hearing the glad 
tidings, the gracious Counlcls of God to fat 
Sinners diſcovexed., and yet not regenereff cc 
ted, To which may be added, that difficult v 


place 
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pace inthe} Epiſtt6to the Hebrows, Chap. 6. 
ver, 4 5s Many Apoſtates Have had great” 
meltings, and much ſudden and firong joy. 
Int che Iſſue of all is, chey' ever daft or one. 
of theſe two Rocks: Either they Preſwme, 
and fo are cardlefs to go on aually to re-" 
give and give themſelves to Chriſt : Or ee 
they Deſparr,, and fo are Hopeleſs of ever ha- 
ing what they ſec arid admire. In al theſe 
es the Traths of God paſs by them, 
2s Water through a Conduit, and leave a 
Dew , but ſoak net, as Water into the 


Y -Queſt, Secondly, It is dernanded, Where- 
oY in-thoſe which are called according to purpoſe, 

Mw beyond all orbers in this Wilderneſs of Tron- 
wn ble / 


Anſw. That it ſhould be fimply and in all 
things a common. work to thoſe which arc 

by outwardly called only, with thoſe which are ' 
< inwardly called alſo, that good and bad are 
brought alike into this Wilderneſs, that thoſe 

all which attain Grace, and thoſe which atrain 
E none, ſhould be brought to lie under one. 

id degree of Legal Preparation, is firange to” 
wil aflert; (ecing it is the ſame Spitit under divers 
nd names, thar tiylt prepareth: by bringing 'irit6 
I the Wilderneſs, as the Spirit of Bondagez and 
ol then infuſerh Grace by ſpeaking unto the 
oy Heart, as the Spirit of, Adoption: As alſo 
26] conlidering,” it 15 a promiſe 'made here in fa- 

ry our of the Church, and to her appropriated: ' 
We 
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Yet it will be granted here, to: be.'c 
tg _ſatisfic any, or to ſhew Fr ur. v7; 
wherein they differ. Only for the pre e afl 
take what may be offered that way, till ſong an 
other by ſcarching the Matter , ſhall gizhl arc 
more -and clearer Light for plainer di 
V > BL 
> Thoſe then, that are ſpecially beloved oy þ* 
God, and whoſe ſafety the Lord doth abl&{ th+ 
Jutely aim at and intend,. go beyond all # 
thers in this Work i in theſe following parti 11; 
culars. *Y th 
Firſt, In the intent iand purpoſe of God Bc 
which is not to Civilize, or only to Forms fel 
lize them, as he deals with many. bringing 
them into trouble, to tame and keep thei ti 
in order, for' the good of humane Socic , fo 
Na indeed to go through with them, X th 
cir ſound Humiliation, and through Sanylff ) 
Ctihcation, « | 

Secondly, In the ſucceſs and event ; forlff Bc 


ſome are only terrified and reſtrained _ ett 
time, when others are heartily grieved, < ak 
drencht* in Sorrow, to be ſavingly renewed © 
. after : Sothat the Spirit of Sanfiification doth Wi 
* immediately after manifeſt both Preſence da 
and Power, Victory and Sqvereignty. _ ly 
who doubteth of this? Is there no other 
way wherein they differ? Yes, and it may 
be thus, viz. 1. Mqdo aperationis., 1n the PA 
manner of Working. Some are brought in 
by outward means only, (the Law, Sickneſs 

Croſles1 
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if Croſſes 3 25 the Marble is faid to ſweat in 
foul Weather ,, but ſtill 'rernains Marble ) 
afſified and followed with the. common light . 
and power of Natural Conſcience . others © 
are brought in, not without the Holy Ghoſt, 
ardering the outward means and their in- 
i yard ſight, to continue cloſed, till this Su- 
af pernatural' Work" be perfected: As the Fa- 
ther by his Love in EleRing before they had + 
a Being, except in the Divide Underſiand- 
vl ing, fo the bleſſed Spirit taketh hold upon 
of them by his Power, ſo ſoon as they haye any 
Being > which hold of his is diverſly mani- 
of fefted, both in reſpe& of time, means, and 
af manner of Working ; Towards fome at one 
time, by one means, and after this manner 3 
if towards others at another time by ſome 0- 
TY ther Ordinance, and aftcr another manner ; 
By degrees drawing them into this Wilder- 
MY nfs, where he difcavereth their natural” 
ff Bondape, ſtirreth them to deſire, and dire&-"- 
J th them hew to attain true Liberty, . 2. In 
al duratione & diſparitate diſpoſitionis : Tn their 
AH continuance and diſfimilitude of Diſpoſition, 
© While they are there, Thoſe, that are or- 
aff dained to Life, do continue there common- 
af |y longer; Not for intermitted Hours, to be 
2 now in and then out, but for Days, Weeks, 
ff Months, Years never wholly off, till they 
of pals Fordan, and arrive to their heavenly 
in} E412an; Some have been ſenſibly kept there, 
GY} fi moſt time of their Life, and. yet come 
* OI jo 


(76) 

off wellin the end. Beſides, they are mo 
kindled, and deeply affefed* with an Wi 
tred and loathing of all Sin 3 their aff 
ion is more lively and feelingly bent: up 
Purity, hungring and thirſting after Right 
ouſneſs 3 and their hope is- ſtronger, thatF 
may be, that it will be better with the 
_ For this is that ſecret Staff, which ſupports 
"ſuch Travellers. They deſire pardon, aj 
they hope they ſhall have it 3 they hunger af 
thirft after Righteouſneſs, | which others 
this caſe never do | and have ſome hope| 
be ſatisfied : They long to hear the Voie 
and fſce the loving Countenance of Chr 
and are inwardly upheld with hope of botf 
Who can tell, ſay they in their Hearts, but 
that the Lord may be intreated to turn aw 
his fherce Anger, that we periſh not here a 
cording to our deſert ? It 1s our felf-harmig 
Teague with Sin, that* the Lord eocth abolif 
to break 3 were that done, he would not cots 
tend nor be angry for ever ; When we ſub 
mit unto him, he will ſpeak unto us, as It 
. did unto Hagar 3 however, we muſt truſt 
"Him, although he ſhould kill us with Hur 
er and Thirlt, in this vaſt and deſolate Wik 
derneſs of legal Terror and ConviGion 
where no refreſhing Streams do flow. 
* Uſe 2, Secondly, The Uſe may þe ]nſins ala 
Qive, both to Miniſters and People. Firth” 
To Minifters, that they wiſely endeavour it, 


| 


to bring"their People into and through this 
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IN 17ilderneſs 3- by preſenting and iprefſing-the 
ol Law, which is God's Inſtrument to charge 
i Sin upon the Soul, in the true Natuxe, Root 
bo and Fruit thereof; God having imparted: 
ome of his own Brightneſs and Power unto 
© it, for this end. To know how the Law. 
&0 4th this, may give ſome Light to Miniſters: 
in the uſe thereof; And that may be, 1, By. 
way of Illumination of' the Underſtanding, 

I to. ſee Sin as it is fin, which no word nor 
= means in the World can do beſide; becauſe: 
= God hath imparted to it the - brightneſs of 
his own Purity, [ſo much as he pleaſed, and 
" ones to be needful for this end } with a: 
El curching faculty, undeniably to charge Con-, 
£N ſcience with all, and every Sins this ſuper- 
 catural ſplendor cloſing with the innate light 
5" of Conſcience, proceeding in this manner, 
SR7. Firſt, to: diſcover Anal Sins, begin-: 
"SFring often with ſome of the moſt hainoys 4: 
SJand going on by degrees to the reſt, for num-+ 
Sox and nature, how many, bow foul; ad: 
Sto that end the Law preſenteth to. the Soul, + 
all Fin, With her Soveraigaty, for Conſtita- 
On and Commiſſion 3 being made and or-! 
dined by him who is infinite in every Attri-' 
ute, .and hath an abſolute-dominjon over; 
Mar Bodies and'Spirits, and ſent abroad with. 
large Commiſſion, to ſhow all Sins unto alt” 
 _ts impartially ; whether they be high or* 
"+ wich orpoor,prophane or holy 3. the Law. 


ral 


th a (overaign-power, and exerciſcth -it- 
lets Vaiki ; after 
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after” a' regal 'manner, ſparing none. I] * 
_ Secondly, With her Integrity, and Extend ' 
In this Wilderneſs, the Law ſheweth Cont 
ſcience her Spiritazl Antberity, her Agar 
, vating Faculties 5 her exa&t Purity, and thay : 
' mutual Dependency, one Law,' and'one Menylfl & 
ber of the Law hath upon another. '8 
Spiritual Authority 3 to go into the inwadl. 
Rooms, yea, into every corner of the 
Rooms, and: every crevice of thoſe Corners 
where Sin lieth hid, and to ſearch and brian j 
out all Sins; - great and ſmall, of Omiſfioy 
and Commiſſion. Like a two-edged Sword t 
it pierceth to \rhe very Marrow, 'to the vayh « 
intents of the Hearts, Her Aggravating Pail 
calty, to (et forth particular Sins to the 
as the Glaſs doth the'iſpots. of the Fad 
in the molt odious Colours, that fo Sin if 
appear exceeding ſinful. Her- Exa& Puri þ: 
_ to diſcover ſuch practices. of. our Life toy on 
-ſinful, which 'we 'nevcr dreamt of, nor by 
fore took notice of, ſo much asi to ſuſpe$}} th 
I had not known Sin, (4. e. ) ſome Sins toil fi 
Sins, but by the'Law; this diſcovers thatY 
be a Mountain, which before the Sing 
judged to be'a Mote, and: that:to be Sin 0 
which before he eſteemed Righteouſneliji nc 
and like a Light, cxpoſed to. view thak 
Corraptions which lay hid and unſeen, lf 
their due proportion, Her Mutual. Dependah 
cy one Bratich doth ſo hang, upon anothe 
that whoſoever breaketh one, is guilty of al 
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i Zamer 2.10. The whole, Law is but one 
| Copulative >! and; this dependance of .one 
i Precept with another, and all upon the Law- 
ol Maker, {whoſe Authority :is; violated .and 
$f gntcmned:in the breach, of one, as wells ” 
. al} .vccaſioneth; even. one Sin to be. fo 
J infinitly weighty. Secondly, The Law pros 
if cceds to diſcover Original, Sin, in the Roat 
if 20d Branches how we participate in,.the 
«ff ft finful, AR of 4dam;z- how that Guilt 
al js imputed , and how -Habitual Corruption 
fl is propagated from immediate Parents to all 
Uh their Policrity, . proceeding frem them by an 
wi ordinary way of Generation; ; as. Poyſon. is 
carried from the Fountain to the, Ciltern 3-/all 
herent in the, Nature, or redounding on the 
all Perſon, by vixtue of the Covenants; and 
Fl this the. Law doth, either by way of Gope- 
© priſon, or elſe, by way of. poſitive Deſeripss- 
yl 025 comparing and preferring it for the evil 
x thereof to. Actual Sin, as the Root. or Cauſe 
6 thereof + , Ez quod efficit tale, eff. magis. tale, ig 
[by aid: in Philoſophy, and is true in Divinity: |. 
vl Then deſcribing it either by Names, or Pra- 
i: parics =. By Names firſt, calling it the Old 
ill Man, the Body. of Death, ( as if Death were 
fl nothing without this Sin). a Weight that 
008 preſſeth down, &c. - By Properties. next, and 
bf icy are eſpecially four, viz. Eminency, Pres . 
Ja dominancy , Ipſcoſibility.,'. and Perpetuity,”* 
hel For Eminency, the Law: faithit is a Tranſcey- 
" all] dent Evil, and the worlkof all, Evils, : » Fre- 


ominancy z 
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" dominancy Rtabgely to rule and'oy 
like a Cad Nature, which Metr often 
fels, while they ſay; -It is their Nature te 
irhis or that,” is'to- be furious; to fear + Me 
eurſe a little-now' and” then ,' they can 
help it 5 *cis their 'Nature, when inde 
4s the corruptian-6f -Natyre reigning. 
"Yerfibility, to keep all the parts in'a le 1 
Peace, that-Men are not'aware of their & at 
*Sex /till they be awakened and brotight it 
this Wilderneſt.” 'Peypetuity;/ to cleave f: * 
ts our Nature, wn to the end of our 
While Blood! is! is'our Veins; 'Sim'is in'@ 
Katute3 like the Febrſwes, this remains & 
Thor ini the fide; 4n 'the Fleſh ;3'even' wh 
Victory. is obtained by Grace, over all Ag 
al Sin-in a <dinpetent meaſure, thac is { 
tiving and 'fiirring;' gathering riew ' Fc be 
and breaking ito Rebellion ever and an 
'Thus the Law'brtngeth Men into the 
derneſs by 'the work of Iilumination. ' 2: 
the: work 'of Convi#ion, whereby the' Co anc 
ſcience is brought to this Spiritual aſſchi i 101 
that the former, :'Teftimony of "rhe: Lew! dil 
true, both for-' 'Crime, Obje&, and ten 
"Aefiounced 3 'and the' Perſon to a ric ul 'Þ7 
application, both' bf the Sins to b the 
and of the ſentence againſt ſuch Sing and'S af {nc 
ners t6 be Lee! : "The ſum of which worlll 
fray be compriſed-in this practical Sylogi nh 1: 
viz, Whoſoever is: thas Sinful and Cnrfg] Pre 
according to- the Law, is fully miferabl{Þ nil 
but 
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pM but 1 -( faich the aſſuming Conſcience ) am 
S chus finful and curſed, therefore I am fully 
miſerable. What ſhall I do, miſerable Man ' 
that T atn ? who ſhall deliver me in this valt ” 
Wilderneſs? O help, help metor the Lord's 
| fake, I am, ready to faint, to fink, to die 
with fear and grief. | 
W-. The Spirit by the Miniſtry of the Law 
 worketh this diſtin and ſound Conviction 
by divers ways; | $n 
$I 1. By removing all Impediments, which 
by are uſually obſerved to hinder this ConviRt- 
if on.- One is natural Deadneſs and pensl Harb, 
if =ſ7, cauſed by Love and Cultom. in Tome .. 
C one or many Sins, which, while it is iater- * 
$ poſed between the Law and Conſcience, 
£ will not ſuffer them to cloſe3 and ſo nothing . 
done till that be in part removed. Ano . 
By ther is Spiritual Sloth, which is a prevailing 
By Bzckwardne(s, and a precipitating Carelef! 
HJ <6, co conſider what the Law diſcovereth; 
and concludeth againſt Sin. Men naturally 
gh love their caſe and quiet, they would not be 
7 fifturbed. A third is carnal Craft, to pre- 
ol tend Religion, and to perform all outward 
Wy Duties, and yet all the while to keep Sig. ig - 
df the Heart untouch'd, to remain as habitually 
iy and delightfully unclean as' ever., POW 
old This Soul-defiroying ' Subtilty appears, 
ny 1. In a readineſs to ſhift off Sin and -Re- .. 
an Proofs from our ſelves to others: The Mh- 
"J "iſter met with ſuch an - today; there was 
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2 Leſſon for him indeed; &c. 2. In loathit 
.2 ſound plain-ſearching Miniſfiry, ( as { 
Eyes do the Sun ) which goes about: toay 
44 all the Objections of a natural Hegy 
againſt the Goodneſs of Divine Truth, Thy 
the Law removes Impediments. 
' 2, It worketh Conviction, by applin 
unto the Soul and-Conſcience, | 
{ 1.] Gentle Expoſtulations, frequent 
and movingly here and there 3 as unto Adg 
and Gehazi, Gen, 3. 9. 2 Kin. 5.26. 
me, poor Soul, was it noteven ſo? haſt w 
thou done thus and thus ? went not my$ 
xit with thee ? and was not mine Eye on 
thee? Confeſs thy Sin, eaſe thy (elf, @ 
give glory to God. O how loving is the Li 1 | 
.even in his Terrors and Enditements!'h 
*the midſt of Judgment he remembreth Meth h 
Tho his Robes be red, they are not withaulf * 
ſome ſtreamings of white 3 and ifhe be cc F 
pelled to pronounge. Judgment, as it wasſa 
of Auguſtus, he doth it even with Tea 
his Bb 
Inſtances very pertinent, and thi 
ba ire, as Pſal. 50. 18. &c. or Parah J 
lical. As Nathan dealt with David, \o tit 
Lott deals with thoſe whom he intends il * 
reſtrain and renew. Youare the Men, ſat 
he, that have been ſo much addicted to, at 
delighted with Idleneſs, Wantonneſs, Lux 
TY, Pride, Covetoulneſs, Slandring, Drunket 
nels, Swearing, Lying, and the like: 


[3. ] That] 
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[ 3. ] Threatnings are added where the 
i former avail not. Curſed is every one that doth - 
not all which is written in the Law. He ſhall” 
be purſued with Judgments of divers Natures 
| to one end, ſometimes with proſperity on 
theright, and anon with adverſity on the 
ſeft hand 3 and laſt of all, which is the worſt 
of all, dying impenitently, he muſt needs 
be darnned. Thus the Lord thundereth in 
his Law againſt ſome, whom nevertheleſs he 
ll lotends to ſanRify and fave 3 as a Fathet may 
|| threaten and terrify that Child whom he in- 
ll tends to make his Heir. But withal you 
= muſt know, that he doth inwardly and ſee 
© cretly ſupport themi, that they daſh not upon 
Preſumption, nor fink under final Deſpair. 
3] So that at length being driven from all their 
hiding Places, they are brought into, this 
Il ilderneſs, and forced freely to take upon 
<Mf themſelves all thoſe Sins diſcovered by the 
il Law, to fall down before God, and to ac- 
ff knowledg their Guilt and Deſert before the 
"F Throne of his Majeſty, reſolving thete to lie 
$f proſtrate till he raiſe them in Mercy. Now 
tf fay they, we ſee, 'we feel, we know, how 
f true the Word of God is 3 how faithfully ſach 
Miniſters dealt with us, while we lighted 
26h and laughed thern to fcornz and how deceit= 
ill ful Sin is, that appeats at firſt ſmall, ſweet, 
| and clean, . when as it is weighty, bitter, and 
cer filthy. They cry, 'who will take this Dagger 
Out of my Heart ? this Milſ-ftone off my gr 
<A OE 209” 
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this Fire out of my Loins? this Sting out 
my Conſcience? Now. the ſeeming {weetng 

_of Sin is turned to Gall.. O Sin ! how ric 
*"vous.is thy remembrance? Away ye with 
we will henceforth endeavour to keep tit 
Commandments of our God. No may 
Swearing, much leſs Perjury, no Drunkays 
neſs, no more Uncleanneſs, When th& 
knack. at the door, the anſwer is, O tha 
are they that coſt us dear at ſuch a time, W 
yet feel the fad Impreſſions of our former ÞÞþ 
flicions for them 3 we find a Pardon no aa 2 
Enterprize, nor Repentance ſo pleaſing aÞ 
tion 3, we would not for all the World by th 
under that Anger of God, nor feel one d ) 
of his ſcalding Indignation, which we han $t 
perceived for thoſe Offences. Thus the bu 
Child dreads the Fire. And this ( with (ul ut 
” raiffion 3 is the Courſe that Miniſters milf T 
take in opening and preſſing the Law hl 
which is God's Inſtrument effectually will ti 
charge the Conſcience with Sin, and to bring br 
a Pexſon. into this Vilderneſs. "Fer 
24ly... The People may. .learn to join witl 
the-,Lord in his Ambaſſadors, ſo to furt eng nt 
this:Work of the Law, when and where" 4 
Is EIS. z and to follow the Lord undafl b« 
his Cloud, and after this Fire, into this Pk Le 


. 


gerneſs. , And that, 


.. 1. By a.ſerious Meditation. of theſe mani 

Indore, Whichlieep Men out of it, > 

hinder them much -in the way towards it} tec 
when 


mo OO © py £27 22+ = ws bam of 


(%5) 


I when the Lord is about to bring them into ir. 
Jl Eye them, that you may avoid them. For 
J inſtance, to eſteem of the Law as a ſtrange 


TE thing, a5 not appertaining to them, or where- 


| A ey are little or nothing concerned 3 to 
Ne {e ſome beloved Sin between theſe two 
0- Lights of the Law and Conſcience, that they 


S0 cannot join. This alone: hindered Herod's 
ﬆ&J Converſion under Fobn's picrcing Miniſtry, 


F the interpolition of his Herodias cauſed a 


| _ fearful and final Eclipſe. So likewiſe to go 


away unthankfully and careleſly from a good | 
*Y Diſcourſe, doth hinder the Work, and quench ? 
ky the Sparks which might have bred a Flame. 

voy 2: By trequent Meditation on divers good 
ry Subjects moving this way, as 

i (!-) Upon the Mercies -of God beſtowed | 


FE upon you in particular from time to time.” 


This Courſe the Lord took to humble David, 
2 Sam, 12, 7,8, 9.. And whoſoever hath 


wh tried will ay, It is a very piercing way to 


bring the Heart into a through and kindly 


q R gricf. I have read of one, who reading a 
uy Fardon fent him from the King, fell a weep-.. 


Q ing, and burſt out into theſe Words, A Pa#- 
"mY don bath done that which Death conld not do 5, it 


day b:th made my Heart to relent. As the Sugar- 
yl Lozt is diſſolved, and weeps it ſelf away, 
"F vhcnit is dipp” din Wine : ſo will Penitents 


ny diffolve, and melt chemſelves away in the 
"Uh fineet ſence of Divine Love, and their neg- 
l&& or abuſe of it. Without doubr the very 
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.Behaviour of the Prodigal's Father brake hig 
"Heart with more thawings and kindly mourns 
ing, than ever his former Hardſhip and Miſe 
ry did. O this ! that ever he ſhould run tg 
meet him! that he ſhould fall upon Ins Neck 
and kiſs him! This kindneſs of his Li 
wounded his Heart with the deeper fence | 
judging of his own unkindneſs. When the 
Surface of the Water is glazed with Ice, the 
Sun-beams diſſolve it : ſuch operation hath 
the Grace of Chriſt upon frozen Heantg 
' Which are never truly melted into Contrity 
- on, but by Evangelical Beams. Surely wha 
a Sinner ſhall conſider the great Love, th 
ſweeteſt Kindneſs, the freeft Pardons offes 
”ed, the choicelt Mercics beſtowed, his Heat 
cannot but melt into a River. What, all thek 
to and for me, Lord? yea, for thee : Whah 
after ſuchdeep Rebellions and Refuſals ? ya 
after all, and that moſt freely and willing 
Good Lord! how can the Soul but weep an 
mourn now | , 
(2.) Meditate for that purpoſe upon ti 
. Fuſtice and Power of God, able to revenge th 
" Quarrel of his Covenant, and to bruiſe all bb * 
proud and ſtout Enemies with a Rod of Irok *f 
'He is not only a Rock of Refuge to the God 4 
ly, but alſo a Rock of Defirution to daſh thlf *| 
Impenitent in pieces. The firength of tl F 
Rock is ſeen, as in upholding the Houſe that * 
is built upon it; ſo in breaking the Ship { 
chat daſh againſt it. The force of Fire i 

mall 
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«& manifeſted, as in refining the Gold, fo in con» 
ul ſuming the Droſs. There is none like unto thee, 
zi 0 Lord -thou art great, and thy Name is great 3 

of who would not fear thee, thou King of Nations ? 

| [cr. 10.6, And, It is a fearful thing to fall .. 
»l iato the Hands of the Living Gad, Heb. 10.31. * 
oY 4s a Lion, be tears in pieces the Adverſaries, 
I Pal. 50.22. There is no ſtanding before . 
ke him, if his Wrath be kindled, though but a 
MI little. 

(3-) Meditate upon finful Nature, there 
is both Guilt and Filth, ſuch a Nature which, 
Sighs and Tears may better expreſs than” 
Words, We were in Adamas in a common 
Root, and he ſinning, we became guilty : 
Rom. 5. 12. In whom all bave finned, By his 
Treaſon our Blood is tainted, and this Guilt 

a brings Shame with it, as its Twin, Roms. 6, 

+21. And notonlyis the Guilt of Adam's Sin 

imputed, but the Poiſon of his Nature is dif- 
ſeminated tous our Virgin-Nature isdefated, .. 

the Heart is ſpotted, 1 Kin. 8. 38. How then 

can the Actions be pure? If the Water be 

if foul in the Well, it cannot be clean in the 

ll Bucket, We are all as an unclean thing. Hell 

© it (If, which is the fole Receptacle of Sin 

LE and Sinners, is not in ſome reſpe& more fil- 

chef thy than Mans Nature. Poor Man is like a 

zo Patient under the Phyſician's hands,that hath 

f 10 ſound part, his Head bruiſed, his Liver 

nll {welled, his Lungs periſhed, his Blood enfla- 


med, his Feet gangren'd, © Thusit is before 
G 4 Grace 


(88) 
Grace comes, Iſa. 1.6. Yea, though youpl yi, 
Nature be changed, there are Remainday 
of this Corruption. The beſt Saint alivgh th 
who is taken out of the Grave of Sin, yell the 
- * ſinellsof the Grave-clothes ftill/upon hini.Ag 
Baſil ſaid of the'Roſe; that it wasa fait Flows 
er, but it wanted not its Prickles, that might 
put him: in mind of the Curſe the Earth walk if 
fubje&t unto 3: ſo in the belt there are thoſe} 
Remainders and Relicks of Sin, which might 
* cauſe them to mourn and weep before theff| yo 
Lords. - :. Win 
(4.) Meditate on the Lord Jeſus Chih by 
his Suffering, Agony, how ſharp and bitte] m 
it was, | it your Heart be as hard as an Adv af 
mant, the Blood of this Scape-goat will ſoft cit 
it}: It affected his Head, for upon the fore ut 
” ſight he began to be amazed, Mark 14. 33Þ he 
It affected his Heart, for he began to droofyfÞi ye 
.to. faint, Math. 26.37. See how he was ablll nc 
tected in his Soul, ( the innocent for the nol ar 
cent ) it was overcaſt with an heavineſs 
death 3 yea, in his Body, he ſweat drops | 
& Blood, Luke 22.44. . Meditate on his Sub 
ferings, ſce if they will not move you to forlfÞ hi 
. - row. + The fight of Ceſar's bloody Robdlf b: 
greatly affected the People of Rome, and edgÞi pt 
ed chemtorevenge, When St. 1ugu/tin real fo 
the Story of Dido,: he could not but weepil © 
And when Julius Ceſar ſaw Pompey's Headl b 
tho his Enemy, he wept, and :cfuſed at his 
return to Rome to ride in Triumph for hi] t] 
Pint Victo- 


( 39 ) 
Hl vidoiy. The,like did Chaies the 5th upon 
bY his great Victory over the French King at 
MI the Siege of Paris, How mach more may 
MI the Meditation of Chrilt's Sufferings, who 
I was our Friend, ſuffering for our Sins, melt 
*l our Hearts ? ' Sec hinr 1n the Wilderneſs of 
bY Sufferivg, it may bring you into the Wilder-' 
LY neſs of Sorrow. | 
fl (5.) Mcditate upon the dangerous Con- 
BY ſequence, if you have not Sin charged upon 
el you here ip this Lite, If you tollow not God 
IN into this Y/ilderneſs of Trouble for Sin now; 
WHY but fill cleave to Ay ypt, preferring the mos 
FE mencany Pleaſures of Sin to this Manna, be 
aſſured one of theſe two Evils will follow, 
either the Lord will break this League and }. 


© Union between Sin and your Hearts, or elſe * 


SE be will permit and order chat Diſorder, till 
FE you attain the fulneſs oft Hardncſs and Blind- }... 
abY neſs, When Conſcience thall be awakened, * 
oF and Sin charged upon the Soul ſuddenly and 
40F fully, both for number and weight, your jovi- 
al Mectings, exccflive Drinkings, and Hea- 

I theniſh Quaffings, will have weeping and 
{bowling here or hereafter 3 when it will not 
be the whole World on Fire, nor the terrible 
preſence of the Judg, coming with fhrills,, 


cad ſounding Trumpets, and Troops of Angels 
ep1F only, nor Hcl] and all the Devils there, ſhall 
OY be fo teartully heavy a: d unſupportable 3 but 


wy Sin ſo deceirfully pleaſing now, appearing _ 
oy then moxe ugly than Hell, or the fouleli Fiend © 
theres 


(90 ) 
there; committed now by degrees, one aſig 
another, ſome this Day, more next, now 
Oath, than a Lye, but preſented and pre 
ſed and imputed altogether, even to the finl 
ing of a Soul. O think of this often, q 
you in whom the cuſtom of Sinning hath 

| taken away the ſence of Sinning ! if an 
"thing, this will help to awaken and brig 
you into this Wilderneſs. I 
3. You may help the Work forward, 
ſpecial application of what you hear 3 wha 
the Law is perſonally applied, the legal wat 
, upon the matter is ended 3 and when tl 
* Goſpel is bclieved, the whole is perfedaf 
' Asit was in the Creation of the World, and 
ia the Conception of Chriſt, | ſo ſoons 
ever his bleſſed Virgin-Mother did cloſe 
her underttanding and will with the Wa 
” and Meſſage of the Angel, the Hypoſtatigl 
Union was begun in her Womb; as Zand 
following Gregory and Damaſcene, is of ops 
nion ] ſo itis in the Regeneration, and & 
cramental nutrition of the new Man, he fail 
it was done 3 no ſooner is the Word applich 
but the Work is wrought. Put it note 
therefore to others, but.ſay, Certainly thy 
is my caſe, I am the Man, that have dons 
'* ſo and {03 that have ſuch an Heart, ſo hz 
ſo unclean and deceitful, &c. Then he 
what threatnings are denounced againl(t ſud 
Off.nces, then ſee what judgments hat 
-- been inflicted upon the like Offenders t 
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will pluck the Plumes, and allay the Jollity 
a of any Perſon. This is the way to draw 
ad Minions, and roaring Gallants, out 
I of their Fools Paradiſe, into a World of fa- 
ring trouble, to fee and bewail their mon- 
© tous Vanitics and youthful Folly. And here 
oh kt all ſuch be adviſed to ſtay, till the Lord 
bf he plcaſed to ſpeak unto them, and to bring 
4 them as by a Hand of Comtfort into Canaan. 

f Opluck not off the Plaſter becauſe it ſmarts \, 

fl refuſe not the Potion becaule it is bitter; 
ll confine your ſelves to his Rules of Phyſick ; 
Wl break not thoſe Bonds, and caſt not off theſe 
Lf Cords from you 3 haſte not out of this Wil- 
aff derneſ$too ſoon, becaule it is Solitary 3 the 
Send and iſſue will ſupport Patience 3 he that 

oh believes will not make haſte to apply un- 

E faſonable Comforts. The Lord will be.” 
ial {een in the Moznt, and heard in the cool of the 
| Day. The Corrolive mult eat out Corrupti- 
HE on to the bottom, before any healing Salve 
»f can well be applied, that ſo there may be a 
ul perfe& Cure : The Law is that Corrofive, 
ay promiſes that healing Oyl 3 both muſt have 
uy their time and place for Working : O let 
WH not, let not prepoſterous haſte prevent good 
; Jed, be more deſirous to be ready for Com-. 

udh fort, than to have it 3 and then doubt not but” 

eny it will be enjoyed time enough, 

an Uſe 3. Thirdly, The uſc may ſerve for 
Conſolation. This Doctrine, like the Car- 
any cals of the Lion, which Sampſon found, and 


We therein 


(92 ) 


therein a {warmiof Bres with ſweet HonWllat 


combs, yieldeth ſweet Conſolation to fi 
" as have been, or at preſent are exerciſed 
this uncomfortable condition. No Aﬀiih 
_ ts for the preſent joyows, but rather greivd 
* Eſpecially, « wounded Conſcience who can beth 
To bealone in a vaſt Wilderneſs, enco bs 
ſed with Sins, ' with divers and horrid Feat 
and which is heavieſt of all, to have-t$ 


mo of the Almighty preſented to a (olliler 


ry Soul, no Friend in fight, but all apps 
* kdded Enemies fo him this is a laments 


' ble Cafe: Yet here is comfort for all chigffn 


if the Eye be once opened as Hagar's ww 
or the Servants of the Prophet, to ſeg 
Fountain near us opened for Sin and Uncledh 
neſs, to ſee the Mountains covered with art 
ed Souldiers, and Chariots of Fire on « 
fidez if we once look up and confider 
end which the Lord propoſeth in ſo doi 
jt will never aftcy be fo doleful : he can ke 
you through the Seca, feed you in the Wor 
derneſs, and eaſily lizrat and defiroy all yo | 
Enemies. Nay, intinc, he will doit: 


if - the Lord-be on our fide, we need at It 


fear tcn Thouſands hemming us in on evenſÞ# 


de. 


Comtort belongs, who willnot taker 5 at 


Many there be in the World to whom tliWtut 


they run into two Extremes either (ned 


who have drunken fo deep of this Cup aÞo 
Legal Terror , that they judg themſeln 
hatoly 
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hated of God, as if none of his Beloved had 
been in that Caſe 3 when as his own dear 
bon was ſo far brought into*this Wilderneſs; 
ato cry out, My God, my Gid, why beſt thou 
hen me ? And here i itis a” Pro- 
me made unto a beſoved People an ordinas 
Courſe which he doth take-with thoſe that 
Wart dear unto him's through many Tribulations 
Wes bring them into poſſeſſion of a Kingdom; 
er not Satan, nor your own 'flavifh Fears; 
v6 far prepotſeſs you, as fo deny audience 
into God, when he ſhall be pleaſed to ſpeale 
unto our Hearts. Or elſe they are ſuch wh6 
Mlave had cither none or '{o little of it in theix 
Wzpprebenfivns, chat! they deem! themſelves 
Wal! in the State of Nature, becauſe they were 
ver humbled enough, as ſuch and ſuch 3” 
' were never in this Wilderneſs, and 6 
i Brhity never yet in the ready way to 
Heaven. 1 herefore they refuſe Chriſt, and all 
Co ort offered : no Promiſe, they ay, be- 


s to then. 
oh To {ach I would ſay, True it 1s, that all 
Aetdinary Converts are humbled, allare broughe 
onto this 1/71dernefs,” and all taſte more or leſs 
mt one time' or other . of this''Cup- of Legal 
FFlerrour. The Soul that is fo prone (to Sin 
hinuſt be ſtayed, Conſcience mult be charged 
oh th the guilc and weight of Sim, and purſu- 
I with deſerved Anger fromone place to a- 
aÞother, till the Soul be weary of- Sin, and . 
” tf Party oft-times fo afraid, that he 'dares © 
ly not 


(94) 
not be alone, and yet finds little eaſe in Conpf x 
pany. But then you muſt know withalf| , 
, that the Lord 'is a free Agent, he hath ngff ,, 
' limited'himſclf to.one degreeor meaſure 3, hff 6 
neither can any,Man ſet a ſtint, toſay, Why 
_ ſoever ſhall be ſaved mult be humbled to thief 
and this degree, God cannot be trad in hight. 
goings, none can find out his Footſteps : Hl 
ways are paſt finding out , they are like the my 
of an Eagle in the Air. Belides, all ne Ut 
not alike, and he works it diverſly upon mak, 
according to the- number, nature, and cowl 44 
. tinuance of their Sins, and with referencebl of 
"*that Emploiment he intends them for aftazl} d: 
as hath been formerly noted. 2 Þ As 
- A familiar Inſtance may ſerve to bring th x, 
meaning hereof to every Capacity, Of Lock th 
ſome are new, and eaſily opened 3 others allf oe] 
and ruſty, and muſt with violence be. bro ref 
open 3 of Stones ſome are harder than other] ted 
So of Perſons, ' ſome are more glued unty 
and faſter riveted in Sin,than others. Paul wall the 
knock'd down, while Lydia had her Har the 
gently . opened. Zaccheus, 2 Publican alff you 
Extortioner, is not ſtricken from the Tit and 
which he climbs, by any Rays of Divine Mel He: 
zeſty ſhining upon him 3 but is like ripe ui 
gathered by the Hand, not ſhaken off bytikl av 
tempeſtuous Winds. It anold Adulterer,plf Go 
a deboiſt lewd Companion, be once brouglllf dee, 
into this Wilderneſs, he is dreadfully hand inte 
+led, his. foul. Sins purſue him-like Ad al to 
| Hound! 
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4 Hounds, Hell-fire ſcems to flie in his Eyes, 
| and he fears finking every moment. .Suth 
# 2s have taken much delight in Sin, are made 
df for their health to vomit up their ſweet Mor- 
| fels with much bitterneſs. O my Drunken- 
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neſs, crieth out one in ſuch a place, and with 


ſuch Company! O my Fornication and: A- 


dultery with ſuch and ſuch, faich another ! 


Once pleaſant, now bitter as Galland Worm- 
wood : Wo unto us, that ever we were born, 
togo on ſo long in Sin, &c. So that by this 


timeall the Town and Country hearand ſpeak 


of them 3 ſuch a Change cannot eſcape won- 
der. Thus the Caſe is difficult with ſome. 
Asa Diſeaſe come to a Paroxiſm is hardly 'cu- 
rd: And as where the Enemy 1s ſtronger, 


ul there the Victory is more difficult.. Now for © 


wh others, who have been by careful Parents more 
ay tſtraincdly brought up, and religiouſly educa- 


BY ted 3 they may be brought into it ſoftly and by_ 
Wy degrees, not knowing when or how 3 thus far 


ay they are come, they hate Sin, all, in all ſorts 


they love Grace and good Company, God's fa- 


off vour they prizeaboveall Contentments,loving 
Ky and cleaving unto Jeſus Chriſt with ſincere 


Wh Hearts; good Duties they pertorm,and dare not 


often omit ther in private or in public and a 


ny good Conſcience they defire to keep towards . 


BY God and Man; they are the ſame in words and © 


pul deeds, to the exaRteſt of their care and ſincere 
ney intention 3 charitable to the Poor, doing good 


any to all, eſpecially to the Howſhold of Faith. This 


they 
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they know, but that they were ever in & 
#ilderneſs, they remember not, ' May 
times, and unto many Perſons, the Lordi 
-:deth the violence” of this Terror, knowhy 
their weak and tender diſpoſition, andy 
fords them a ſaving Proportion by-continy 
ances it is long upon them that have leaſt,y 
ofſhorter continuance in them that have mil 
Let none meaſure themſelves by others, } 
wiſe Phyſician proportioneth his Receit toth 
Conſtitution of che Patient, elſe he mig 
ſooner kill than cure. Who will ſay, his 
tion can do him no good, becauſe he had ni 
ſo many drams as another had, when as! ; 
Body would not bear it, neither doth his D { 
eaſe require it? The Lord knoweth | 
what hehath. to do, and how. Leave it t 
him, and look rather to the @wality, thandilf 

the ®xantity; that you be utterly driven 
of your ſelves, to reſt effeCtually on Chriſt;t 
*yout-Lord and Saviour, and then fear not/ 


Quelt; 


Butt how mry a Man know, whether be hat 
heen at any time. brought into this Wildernt 
in truth ? 
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E By the Mauner of working it, and by Fi 
"Nature of his Sorrow: 
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1. By the manner of working, as hath beet! 
"JF formerly deſcribed. . When a Perſon is fo fat 
F humbled by the Law, as that he acknows 
I l:dgeth both Crime and Curſe, and hath nos 
2F thing to ſay for himſelf, but to cry out with 
JF Tears, I am wnclean, I am unclean; Wheti 
ST his Plea is an Appeal, and his Suit is deeply _ 
$Y {et and cloſely followed for Merty and Gtace;” 
IJ itis a good ſign: | RD, 
2; By the nature of this Sorrow and Grief; 
8 which if it be only to reſtrain him, it is thal- 
Jy low and ſhort 3 like a Land-flood-occafioned 
© by a Stortn, which when it is over, the 
XY Flood is gone too: Bur if it be a preparative. 
© to'Renovation, then ir is deep and laſting 3 
= tore or leſs during Lifez it is a Sprin; 
4 which continually runs. Neither woul 
+ God have the Wounds of Godly Sorrow to . 
=} beſo clofed up, as not to bleed afreſh upon ' 
| very good occaſion. And this Godly Sor- 
J !ow may be diſcerned from all counterfeit 
flaſhes of Hypocritical am} Vain-glorious 
Mourning. Thus: DE vs a Moon 

1. By the diſpoſition and deſire of the Par- 
ty in whom it is, to keep it ſecret: Although 
| lie carireft no whete, nor anſwer himſelf, be- 
ng in little eaſe 3 yet is often aſhamed any 
ſhould know it. Hypocrifie loves a Stage to 
at her Part upon 3 to get Credit from Men, 
'} father than to glorifie God, Mat. 6! 16. But 
Ie vere dolet qui ſine teſte dolet. He grieves. 


IL 


ttuly that gxieves privately. So fnuch is chn--+ 
i - ho fained 


. 


tained in - that Prophecy, Zach, 12. 12. The 
Land ſhall mourn , Family apart. Tv 
ſhew the foundnefs of. their Sorrow 3- theig 
_ fincerity by their Secrefie. They were ſe 
-" vexed, to {hew,. that they wept nat for comp 
pany > Sed ſponte & proprio affeflu, as co 
hath it, but of their own accard, and out gf 
pure affeQion. F/ 
2. By the quality of the- Confeſſars, which 
at length after much a-do, he chuſeth @ 
make known his caſe unto even the 
, Qrthodox and Impartial Divines, that ex 
'in SanRtity , Experience and ſoundneſs e 
Judgment , who he thinks will not flatte 
tim,- and dare not deceive him for. a World, 
Tuds being troubled, went to the Scriby 


and Phariſees , and they cared for none 
theſe things, but turn him off, with a Wig 
#s that to ws," ſee thou to it : This is 3 
helpand comfort they can aftord him. Miſs 
rable Comforters ! Tapnear of no value. The 
Devil and his Imys love ta bring Men int 
the Briars, and there leave them : As fam 
liar Devils forfake their Witches, when t 
have once brought them into Fetters. Fe 
you confeſs your {elves to a Prieſt and not th 
God, faid that Martyr , you ſhall have th 
reward that :Zudss had 3 who confeſſcd toy 
Prielt, and afterward went and hanged him 
{e1f,,] But they that arc kindly toucht,with 
thoſe in "the As of the Apoltles, Chap. % 
ver.37, Halic to thoſe which wounded them, 
even 
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A. 
even to the Diſciples, ſayin , Men and Bre# 
thren, what ſhall we do to be ſaved ? | 
3. By a reſtleſs hatred: of Sin, whereſve- 
yer ſeen : It is as fearful and odious now, as 
the Devil was heretofore : His Eye and Hand 
are toward it, his deſire and endeavour is to 
have it diſcover'd and kill'd, reſolving to 
do and ſuffer atiy thing rather than to fin 3 
give him any Plague, except the plague of 
an hard, unclean Heatt : Hehateth Sin, not 
only in the publick a&s, which might ſhame 
him 3 bur alfo .in ſecret thoughts, which” 
might ſtain and defile him. . The vengeance 
of Sin is not only frighttul, but the venom 
of Sin is diſtaſiful ; he fears Corruption, 'not. 
only as it is a Fire burning, but as it is a Coal 
3s blacking.” Me Ros. 
- Farther, This Work may be known by 

Fruits and Effets of it. For, 
Firſt, If it be right, it is followed with 
2 full and free confeſſion of Sin : The Perſan * 
that is in a Wilderneſs-condition, confefſeth 
more than all the World know, or can ac- 
cuſe him of, As the ſenſible Sick-man, re- 
hteth all his Diſtempers to the Phylician, 
he reſteth not in generals, but defcenderh tg. 
particulars, How frequent and full is David 
In confeffing his Murther and Adultery ? 
What an Hiſtory doth Nehemiah make of If: 
rae; Sins, in his Prayer to God ? How ex- 
a& doth Paul deſcribe his Madneſs, againſt. 
tht Church; his Blaſphemy againſt Chriſt ? 
H 2 And 


 ELCTMOTCS>T CEASE: FXF- 


(106) 


And all to:this end, that themſelves may be 


'*the more aſhamed, and God the more glo- 
rified. 
Queſt. But may not Wicked, Graceleſs Meh 


make confeſſton of Sin ? 
Anſw. Yes, for Judas did , and oth 


may alſo: But ſee the difference. He cons. 
feſled to.Men, but not to God, '\and by his. 


. confeſſion ſought only. to caſe his Heatt: Af 


© Drunkards by Vomiting rid their Stomachs 


Thus, as Melan@hon. relates it, Chronico, P$ 
Latomus of Lovain confeſſed, Inter borren 


mugitus ſe contra Conſcientiam adverſatum r: 


veritati: Roaring and crying out, That 
gainſt his Conſcience he had petſecuted the 


Truth of God. In trouble of Mind: al 


will out. - Conſcience, like 'Sampſor's Wiſs 
will not conceal the Riddle : Like F#tvia, 4 


whoriſh Woman, who declared all the ſee 


crets.of her fooliſh Lover Cneiis, a noble Ry- 

222n. But theſe Confcihons of Graceleſs Mei 
are not from the concurrence of a judicious 
active. Will, but rather, as the ſparkles for- 
_ ced by the Colliſion of Flints, elicited by the 
© impreſſions of appearing and urging Evils: 
Like Pharaoh's obedience, forced from Judg- 
ments, /and nothing elſe 3 as that of ſotne 
Marzners in a Storm, whon the Calm, tur 
as wicked as before 3 and court the return of 
thoſe Goods they caſt otit in a Tempeſiuous 
ſeaſon, when the Winds are filenced. Here 
is no true brokeneſs ot Heart, no love of Ho- 
line(s. Secondly, 


a. ff Mt pang we fad mo, 


ho. MC. 


ly, 


demnation for Sin 
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Secondly, It is eo anied with Self-con- 
e true penitent hath 
a County Palatinate within his Boſom, and 
arraigns and judges himſelf. Abraham crys 
out, I am but duſt and aſhes : Duſt minds us. 
of Mortality , Aſhes of Fire 3 as if he had” 


deſerved both. Facob faith, I am leſs than 
the leaſt of all thy Mercier, Gen. 32. 10, 'The 


Centurion, I am nnwortby thou fhouldſt come un- 
der my Roof. St. Peter, Depart from me, O 


Lord, "for I am a finful Man. Biſhop Hooper, 


in our - Martyrologie, Lord, I am Hell, thou 
art Heaven, I a fink of Sin, thou a Fount of 
Grace, This is one chief part of Self-con- 
demnation, to acknowledg that the-utmoſt 


'Wrath and Severity of God, is juſtly due to | 


ſuch Sins as we have committed. For tho” 
gracious Perſons by their Sins do not actual» 
ly become ſubject to the Wrath of God and 
his Vengeance, yet they meritoriouſly make... 
ſuch Perſons liable to Deathz ſo that a true. 
Penitent under the apprehenſfions of his Sins, 
may ſay truly, as the Prodigal did, IT am no 
more worthy to be called thy Son |! 

Thirdly, The praQtice and courſe of. Sin i is 
ſtayed 3 no more Swearing, no more wanton . 
DaJliance, no more drunken Meetings. Tho. 
he cannot but” fin, . yet he doth not will Sin: 
It is not his Trade; yea, all the ways'and 
meansare cut off, which did, or might pro- 
voke, or ſuccour Corruption. As Generals 


fo in beſicging a Town or Caſtle, they de- 


H 3 prive 
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prive them of all fuch ways and meang, 


whereby they might provide for themſelves; 


Or.as the Men of Abel dealt with Sheba the 
Son of Bichri, they cut off his Head, and caſt 
it. over to Foab, that he might depart, 


2 .Sam«20.22. So did Zacheus, Luke 19, $i 
- in xeftitution and contribution , he pulled 
' down thertents.of Sin: And as Mary Magday 

len dealt with her wanton Eyes and whorily 


Locks, \ſhe wept Rivers of. Tears with the 
one; and-wiped our Savionr's Feet with _ 
other ; Eoth' to have done ſo before. It 
uſual with Men that would deftroy the brood 
of ſome Beaſts and Birds, they pnll dow 


their Neſts, and deſitoy their Dens: So it 


with the true Penitent m reſpect of Sing 
down with all now, that they would ups 
hold before. © | p 
Foxrthly, There followeth a great Love 
t0.2 ſound-ſearching Minifiry, that will fully 
ſearch and try the deceitful Heart, and bats 
ter the [deceitful holds of Sin. Threatningt 
are. welcome, that ſhake the proud, 'ſiony 
Heart, 'and daſh Babels Brats againſt ' the 
Wall 3: I mean the crawling Vermin of noi 
{ome ©Lufis. ' O firike, thou Man of God, 
ſtrike in Chxiſt's Name, and ſpare not, burti 
. and**cut herez O here is an impure, hard 
'" Heap, as ever was barboured in any Breaft! 
And then:;gocth moſt chearfully, moſt thanks 
fully, and beſt contented, ' when he.is ſtruck 


' Was 


= 
—Y Aetna... 26. _—_— _"——_ a— —_—_— EET i 


to the quick: What a bleſfed opportunity 


- TX... 


A => To <a>. 
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was this, happy thatT lived to fee this day, to 
hear ſuch a Sermon. + If we hate an Ene- 
my, k, nothing will atisfie but his death, 
Fifthly, here remains ſtill many fears,and 
an holy Jealouſi ie, that every Sin he reades or 
hears of, is his; Maſt”  #t 1? As itis re- 
ted of Sqgerates, that when he walked in 
Streets and ſaw any Perſon Yiforder'd, 
would fay to himſelf, Am T ſuch a one? And 
as Maſter Bradford did, when he looked into'- 
the lewd Lives of others: And ſo do all 
humble Chriſtians. Nay, commonly , in 


' this caſe he takes all to himſelf; I have been 
- this, and I am thus, and deſerve that : He 


ticeds neither Accuſer, nor Judg, but is ready 7 


; tocaſt the firſt ſtone at wel 


Thus the intented Convert is brought into 
the Wilderneſs of Spiritual Trouble, where 
he yet remains a miſerable Speacle, in 
Chains under Bondage, tofling to and fro, 


'tighing and looking about, now' upon bim- 


ſelf, whive he ſeeth his Chains, but no pow- 
& to looſe them 3 then abrogd to ſee if there 
be any near 3 but there is none to heat or 
help: Finally , he raifeth up his Eyes td- 
wards Heaven, in fuch an earneſt, hutnble, 
hxed manner, as if he would never leave, 
till he heard ſome word of comfort for 
which here is a Promiſe, Which comes in the 
next place tb be handled. 


H 4 18, # 
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I I1, 


&. 


w— I roill ſpeak, unto ber Heart. 


yo 
Ys 
<; 


Containing the thixd General of the Text 
viz, The firſt infuſion for Apprehenſion, 


or aqual excitation of SanCitying” 
Grace. WH 


- Tn which Promiſe is preſented to your” 


& % 


VIew, NS 
I. The ſabje& of this Evangelical Work 
and that is the | Heart ]. Inſtruments work 
direftly upon- the outward Man only, be 
' hath his ſeat in Heayen that works upon the 
* Heart, This is as Fire among the Elements 
that doth affimulate every. thing to it ſelf; 
or as the Primum Mobile to the inferiour 


World, which carries all the inferiour Orts 


with itz the firſt Mover, or great Wheel in 
a Clock, once moved, moves with it all the 
xelt 3 the Tongue , Eyes, Hands, Feet,'all 
Maye to the motion of the Heart, and when 
God hath once fram'd the Soul to his Diſs 
pline, by the minifiry of the Law, then ht 
takes the Heart to be a fit hearer, and ſpeaks 
unto It. ; 
22+ The manner of Execution, | T wil 
ſpeak, wnto, or aboug ] Two things may be 
conceived as promiſed herein : | 
Firſt, To ſpeak comfortably, to a oliz 


& 
4 

v 

I 


IE 
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Liſconſolate Soul, So much doth the He- 
'Þ fraiſm every-where import. Comfort ye my 
YPuple , ſpeak, comfortably 20 Jeruſalem , Iſa. 
Þ-1c.-1. The words are originally as here, 
; +5y 1337, Speak, to the Heart of Jeruſa- 
"lm, ( i.e.) ſpeak things grateful to her 3 
omfort, raiſe up, chear5 as both the Syri- 
$4, and Chaldee Paraphraſe do take it, As 
Þ-itwas with the Fews, when God gave the 
"Þ Law to Iſrael by Moſes, they heard the Thun- 
'Þ der, and ſaw the Lightning, but neither 
heard nor ſaw God 3 fo it is in this prepara- 
tive work of Faith, Men ſee the bright pu- 
tity of the Law, they hear many Woes and 
Curſes denounced, but God in Chriſt they 


them, and raiſe them up by ſpeaking to their 
Hearts. 

' Secondly, To ſpeak Viforiouſlyz above all 
the ſtrength of that natural reſittability which 
is in every untamed and unſanctified Heart. 
In few words, it is thus much, I will chear 
and change her. Whence Miniſters are titly 
called Comforters, 1 Thefl. 2. 11. and the 
Goſpel, a Peace-offering, a word of Comfort 
and Reconciliation. How the Lord works 


JW iT 3X 8. ns 36- 00. 26-5 Se 


propoling Qbjects 3 or as a Phyſical Agent, 
determining the Intelle&, changing the 


for efkcacy and event? How the Wil of Man 
hath ic ſelf towards the Grace of God in the 


act 


E, Tx 


this, whether as a Moral Perſuader only, by 


Will, and ordering the whole Buſineſs both” 


xeither hear nor ſee, till he further enlighten 
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a& of Converfion., hath been, and is 
great queſtion of the Chriſtian World, 
vines of all ſorts axe beating about it, ſoit 
defend, others to bolt out the Truth: 
lagians with the Jeſuits-on one hand, are: 
| the tirength of Nature, and liberty of 
'-* Will, to accept or refuſe the Voice of Gi 
The Primitive Fathers, from Auguſtine de 
wards, with-moſt Proteſtants, and the Dow 
can Friars on the other hand,are more fox! 
Glory of God's Free-grace, Who workeehh 
to will and to do of his own good Ph 
Here will be nothing interpoſed in ordepl 
any determination of this Controverhiez g 
the ſtudious, whom it may concern,are ref 


* Chamier. Tom. 3. 
opertezn, lib.z, Came- 
ron, reſpon ſ. ad =p 
dedtr. virs & alths 
Zanch, 1ib.5. de Nat. 
Des. D. Rivet, com- 
ment, in Hol. © 
aiſput. ty, D. Twils. 
m deifenſ. Perk, & 
VF ind. gre. 


to what is extant, Fallſ® 
may yield bettes (ati thel 
Etion. For others wi - 
are willing to reſt” 
plain Truths, and (@Þþ# 
to offend by curious I! 


-quiries, they may talk”: 


what follows for anſwaI* 
VIZ. BY 


Firſt , God. - ſpeak[4 


and worketh after a ſecret, it not an une 
preſſible manner : Divine Graces curioulhF* 
and myſteriouſly inſinuate themſelves, am" 
the impreſſions .of the Will are extrem 
,nice: Therefore Men ſhould not be rafhl 
*determining, nor over-bold in preſenting|®® 
to the Eye, what God hath vailed 3 endev* 


vouring j, #4 
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gring to make Windows in God's Cloſet, 
jd to unclaſp his ſecret Books. St. Angu- 
e's Rule is ſurely ſafe; Preftat dubitare de 
wultis, quam de incertis litigare. And his 
lo aſel is very prudent, viz. Compeſcends eſt 
14 temeritas id quod non eſt non querat, ns 
d ff inveniat, Contra. Manich. 1. 8,'c. 1. 
þe, ) We muſt bridle our Temerity, and 
| h our Curioſity, lelt we . purſue what 
$ not revealed , and find that which is. 
& all take heed of foaring too high, left 
w be ſcorched, and wading too deep, left” 
| be drowned. There are {ome things 
| Þ ay neſcire fine crimine, not know with- 
out blame, but cannot know them fine dif «. 
imine, without danger: And in reſpect of 
Gftheſe, a earned Ignorance is to be preferr'd 
: ignorant Learning. Stobens reports of ** 
les, that he gaziny on the Stars, tell into 
4 ſo may all pryers. into God's Secrets 
Wueeed to fall into the Pit of Exror. "« 
+:Secondly, Man hath certainly loſt his free- 
n to Good, by his firſt choice of Evil, 
| rok perdit & liberum arbitrium , as St, 
p Auguſtin hath it. Man can move no more 
#I6, or by him(cl in Spiritual things eſpeci- 
ay, without preventing and aflifting Grace, 
withan a dead Man can in Na- 


twals naturally F, no moxe * According 70 


the Church of 
i than a Worm can fly. And England. = foe 
Mhercfore Luthy , with St. teacheth,Art.1o, 


ea dugeſtin betore him, in op- 
WO -- 7 - polition 
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ſition of the other fide, thought it if 
boner to ſiyle it ſervum arbitrium , a ſel 
rather than a free Will. Though foe k 
of Freedom cannot be denied to be eſſeniſ*! 
"and unſeparable from the Will. 'If we @#! 
ſider this power of Man as in the lower 
gion, he 1s not naturally but morally « 
and as a dead Man is not able to produce 
Vital Actions, ſo neither can any nx 
"Man produce any Spiritual Action. - 
boni operari poteſt perditus , nifi quantum) 
'@ perditione liberatus ? Vidtore peccato, 
eſt liberum arbitrium ; non niſi ad peccatu 
let, ut male agendo fit damnabilis ancillas 
humaia Natura ! O Adam | Duando ſank 
non ftetiſti, & twis viribus ſurrexiſti ? Eeee 
&- ego quod qui ſuperbe ſapinnt, ut ſue volu 
tis viribus tantum exiſtiment eſſe tribuendum 
non poſſe credere in Chriſtum, &c. Auguſt, * 
Thirdly, That no Creature , nor cre 
In!trument, can reach to work upon? 
.. Will; the frame thereof is too high,” 
© the temper divine: God only. can” chi 
and order it. Which indeed he doth, v 
ing upon Man as upon an intelligent 0 6 
ture, Suaviter fleendo, non violenter torque 
'in a way agreeable to his Frame and C 
ſtitution, without committing a Rape uy 
«any faculty 3 hir(t enlightning the Mind, tf 
"cfectually and ſweetly perſuading the. 
"to yield by ſurrender, and accept of Gr 
whereby the wholg Man is enabled to coof 


ral 
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in the uſe and exerciſe thereof 3 as\will 
r in the ſequel; only firſt obſerve the 
ntents of this Promiſe, as it may be drawn 
tinto two Theological Coneluſions, Vig, 
Fi , That it is the Heart which is chiefly 
” wht upon, in the work of Converſh wn, Call” 
the Heatt, the Will, or the inner” Man, 
that elſe 3 it is that within us, which no . 
Irument nor finite Power can reach unto : 
d herein this differeth from the former 
brk 3 the Vnderftanding was chiefly tonch- /, 
In that, the Fill in this 3 which is attend- * 
asa King, with all the reſt of the inferi- 
x Faculties and Senſes. A good Will is the - 
Wt Tree, that maketh the Fruit good; and: a 
Willis the bad Tree, that maketh the Fruit ].. 
if As all the evil or good of a Tree comerh.” 
m the Root,ſo doth all the evil or good of a 
an come from his Will; and till this be 
Qihed, till this be renewed, nothing can 
Epood in him. The Eyes may look, the 
onpuc may talk, and the Feet mayin Men' O 
prehenli Tons be moving towards Heaven, 
bd yet the Heart all the while may be bent 
ke ward : As Men rowing in a Boat, | look 
pk but drive a contrary Courſe, and 
tend another way : The outward Man-+: 
op be ſeemingly Converted, without any 
& ning change in the inward, but the inner 
op cannot be long without he other; as the. 
wade 1 in the Lanthorn will appear by its 
'm Light; and as the Diamond, or rich 
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Jewel, will caſt a ſparkling Luſtre; ſoot 
or later before the Eyes of qthers; The 
kk our Gracious Lord and: Wiſe Phylici 
takes the ſureſt and ſoundeſt way to wax 
e& Cure, Give him the Heart, and th 
*reſt will quickly follow. It is the Heat tþ 
is bard z, by ſpeaking to it, he ſoftens i itz. ityl a 
the Heatt that 15 wnclegn, by {peaking to ! I \ 
ſanfifieth it 5 it -is the Heart that is pour ſs 
ſpeaking he doth inrich it; it is the H a 
| that is diſtreſſed, with fears and Fes l 
ſpeaking unto, he comforteth and confirmaiſth 
itz it is the Heart. that is moſt out of on 10 
by ſpeaking to, he brings it into a iri 
frame. Ezek. 36. 25, 26. Then will T ſj "js 
clean Water upon you, end you ſhall be clean 
, 4 new Heart will I give you, and 4 new Split 
* will 1 put within you, KC. Ik 
Thus the truth of this Point ſhinech will 
its own Luſtre, We will paſs from it wlll} - 
che reſolution of a Caſe here to be propoughlihe 
&d, viz, All this I believe, may ſame -Peliml 
ſay, but how may 1 diſcern when my ' | 
thus wraught upon ? ths 
Anſw. 1. When it js tender; not inf *oþ 
reſent. act or exerciſe of Hearing 0 onltuſt 
; but after, while you meditate on yours Wo 
as David did, Pſol. 5 I, Againſt thee .._ 4 I? 
only bave 1 ſinned, He doth-even diownl highs 
felt in Tears: Or, upon God's Mercle 
Chriſt, upon any relation of the Churchet| 
ſtreſs, at Home or Abxoad, not only as til 


T. 
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ge Men, but as they are Members of Chriſt ; 
th bing melting Conſiderations; and no- 
; can bring the Heart to this temper, 
the fulfilling of this promile. 
8. When it cloſeth with God's Precepts 
Promiſes togetherz defirous to do the . 


Sas, as delighted to believe the other,” 


Uhere true Converſion is wrought, the Witt 
wwafter'd, of unwilling is made willing 3 
ad-ready to chuſe what it .once abhorred. 
land, what wilt thou bave me to do? Now 
heHeart makes a ſtand at nothing, objeReth | 


&a, wehing, it is as willing to a word of Com-" 


as to a word of Promiſe; to the I 
d the Reward. It isall over yielding, and 
Wwitting. Which 1s all that ſhall be faid 
te, to the Caſe propounded 3 becauſe occa- 
n will be offer d to ſpeak more fully to ir 


zdhanly, in the amplification of this Point. 


-Pof. 2. A ſecond Conclufion from this 
homile i is this, viz. That it is one and the 
Hand which woundeth and healeth, which” 
fetb down and raiſeth up: Which brings into 


the W ilderneſs, and after ſpeaks unto the Heart, 


F | "F will allure, and I will { ſpeak ]. AS the 


L of Achilles his Sword only. cured the 
ko ads which it made. Pal. 34. 18. ' The 
lard is nigh to them that are of a broken Heart, 

Woe freb as are of a contrite Spirit, He 

ks: the Veſſel, and. then pours out the 
yl of Salvation into it. Ho. 6. 1, He 


Mb tort, aud be will beal-us 3 be hath ſmitten, 


Tr $ 


x and 


) 


| __"(rns) 
. andbe will bind ws up. \ The Hand of G 
> even when it firikes, drops Balfam his vg 


Rods are bound up in Silk and ſoftneſs, 
beforchand dipt in Balm. He-wounds 


he may heal, and in wounding, ht 
” What the Poet's Fable concerning” T 
his Spear, is here truly verihed: Vna'& 


ue manus viilnus opemque tulit; The ſame 
Hand that wounded us, muſt cure ns... 
9.16, So then it 4s not of him that willeth} 
of hints that runneth, but of God that ſhea 


Mercy. 2 Cor:'I. 4. The Lord of all Cc 


who comforteth us in all our Tribulation;s 


Jeſus . Chrift: brings. the Soul into 


Trouble, and then ſheds abroad int61 


, Heart the comforts: of Sandifying G 


"He is alway ready at hand, always goody 
kind to Man; but then eſpecially when M 
ſtands in moſt need of him 3 as all the-$a 
have found and -teftiied, Manafſes inP 


ſon 3 Hagar in the Wilderneſs ; Damel ir 
Lions. Den+ and they in the fiery Furr 
Fob, David, Hezekiah, in great difirels A 
anguith of Spirit. When the Bottle is « 
ped under Water, he faveth it from 3rd 


ing: The more grievous their Opprett 
the.' more gracious hath been his Redemy 


LON. 
And the reaſon hereof is good: / 
Firſt, Becauſe none-elfe can do it: 

Men or Angels; much lefs the Gilded! 

of the World; or -all that exteriour 
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" I which charimeth the Eyes of fo many, eſtes 
If wed by a troubled Mind but as a Cloud in 


| painting, a petty va iyout of Water,,. or as 
at iven of the bind The Jews have 
(bring common ang then viz, It is be, 
&h our Heatt\ ih bis Law, ( i.e. ) By 
kis Spirit he enableth the Heart to under- 
1 arid effe&t Spiritual things 5 it is a 
{ nc of his Ptetogative. Luke 24. 45 
He opened theit Un, andings, by removing 
#| 1 Ahiients by breathing into chem the 
n, y Ghoſt, and! beftowing futther FunGi- 
4 wil Graces? As S. Ambroſe expoands and ex- 
| S that Text by ſore} ages of S. Pax, 
} Cir. 12.'8,9. God tbucheth the Heart, as 
; Ta" ican doth the ſtrings of his Iofiru- 
atd it ſoundeth what he pleaſeth, *: 
; * Secondly, He hath Undertaken and -w 
wiked it 3 by Himſelf to our Fitfi Parents, 
16d by his Prophets'unto the Church in eyery 
ſucceſſively. Tr is the ſain and (end of 
» New Coverant to accept thoſe whode-* 
1h themfelves, to raiſe up them that are caſt 
I Own, to iririch thoſe that are poor in Spirit, 
ad to ſpeak comfortably to thoſe, her will 
I tot be comforted any other way. He brings 
FI them'into this Filderneſs for this end, that 
ie may ſpeak, and not ſpeak in vain untg 
& them. Till then, commonly Man is like an 
FT untamed Heifer, or wild Aſſes Colt, thar 
TO ws and revels here and there, that breaks 
4b Bonds, and will _ -no Advice: m_ 
in 


| (114). 
Sin js diforendd, _ and Conſcience awaken, 
one fllabte of the, Goſps),one word of Comp 
fort; is as g TR Cpaout of 2 far Co 
In every natural Man there is a chrev ka 
Bar', \ hindering the entrance of. Spirit 
Light! and Life, Ignorance in the wag 
z-it Is covered with Ignorance, | the 
. Deep was at firſt with Darkneſs, thete. > 
© very Chaos : Hardneſt inthe Heaxt, ike, 
of: NubaPs, which became like a Stone 3,0 
#tnafitious pro by F- Will, whichis lik 
a. noifam Sepule ſo that as ſuch,. hes 
iefifict andeſtesy” "Tecive, nor ae! 
Sapervatural Work, till the Lord hath; 
moved them by his Spirit, Cooperating: 
_the: Law and Goſpel. It is {aid 
” that the Lord opene ber Heart, i, e. cffe 
called her, as Caluin faith : He Eav5 bet 
vine Light and Grace 3, without which 6 
cial-Concurrence' of his , PauPs. Haba 
. beer feyitleG. . Th effec, it is. all « 
"this, I will ſpeak unto Heart, 
will ſpeak Fiizndly, Phinly, and. 
:-' Conceive this Evangelical. Work. 4s £0 o 
in this Order; © * 

-"'Firft, The Lord revealeth bimſelf to: Ft 
aHeart. ſo. dejected and txoubled, bo a Wi 
and Loving Father, not willing nox 
any ſuch” to periſh: As St. ps bro 
nica, Filins tantarum lachrimarum, = 4 
Son of fo many Tears ( as flis ſhed for be 

Avgiſtine)cannot periſh, Now theſe brough 
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by a Voice into the-Wilderniſ7, ate all Sons 
of. Sorrow, . many Tears are ſhed by them 


fa a living Fountain, ſends forth plentiful 


cams) and often tnany Tears are ſhed 


for them, therefore they cannot Periſh., And 


this the Lord doth in three degrees. 
\ 1, He makes. it evident, that there is a 
polhbility of Eaſe, Purity, and HE. And 
that end, he brings many pre; ents to 
their Mind, of old, ard, Hs rts,. Ie- 
tewed, ſoftned and. ,opened; For they are 
iecorded i in Scriptures for that. purpoſe. Paul. 
kth, he obtained Mergy for this cauſe, 1 Tim. © 
1.16. For a paitean to them which ſhould bere- 
: believe. The 


| hers are hog yr tter 
wh Idotatrous Rp yet, I will pri 
yu from. all your filt ner is God's Pramile, 
Eck, 364 25+ ; Behdes: many: others. with 
n Apoliles black hall, I Cor..6,; 10, Jn, 
uch. were ſome of. you; but ye are waſhed 


© | ſarified, Theſe and. the like. Xnflances.s ir 


hete- brought to mind,, as evidences of Di-" 
tine Favour, and inconragetnents fo- Faith. 

+.2- He diſgovercth Chriſt, and. acquaints 
them with the jewrCovenant As. the. only. 


4 Remedy, to. ma up the breach of the Fixlt-" 
af conditions. Bebold, faith the Lord, my Son, 


the 


6 Lamb ſlain from the eginnings to- taks away 
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the Sins of "the World: "Behold him in Union 
with your Nature, and in Union to the 
. Office of Mediatorſhip. Behold him in his 
"Obedience , Active and Paflive , _— 
'the Crime and Curſe of > our Nature; undete 
going the penalty, and thlling the Precept 
of the Law in his own Perſon, but in your 
ſiead ahd room. Behold him in his Meri 
'torious Viatory Office,, by. way of Purchaſe 
-and Cbnqueſt 3 as alfo in his Applicatory-l> 
©terceſfion'for all burdened Bom gk ; _ ſee- 
ing. you are truly weary. of Sin, behold the 
Meas by. a real tender of his own Merits 
prevailin g for you, Fon thereſt, 
'* 3.” He offereth Chtiſtfunto all ſach, vp 
Aon of Faith' and*Repentance, to te 
perfortnance of which Condition he enable 
in his Offer : So that they will 'to do, whit 
"are required; faying often wich grif 


© lieve? © thatwe conld'take the: Lord's of 

"feat!" &6, Although Actual Faith benot yet 
In NE eart,”as ſotneare'of Opinion | 

efhitrs jadg eth the contrary |], yer iti 

45 hag one, Thr hall irfallibly follow. Hy 

| gt Eyes opened to ſee the well 

ent to it, and ſtooped down'ts 

The $A e it. 'Faith comes in by exer- 

7ciſe, to manifeſt it 'fe]F by - certain ſteps and 

degrees.? Arid let all thoſe who find them 

ſelves aft' any of them, thankfully acknows 


ledg < 64's Work, and be humbly conſtant 
in 


8S 88S 8 Sm amr © 23.» tz» 


arid fear O that we-could'Repent and B& 
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in the uſe of Means, for the Lord will ſpeak - 
again ;: Phil. 1. 6. He which hath _ good 

ork m you, will perform i, &c. An 5 
as _ aye to do, Cori, O tos. in ; 
w what t aſt wrought, and perfed the * 
Work that thou baſt begun in ws to thy Glory, 
As Queen Elizabeth prayed, © Look upon 
*the Wounds of thine Hands, and diſpiſc 
*not the Work of thine Hands 3 thou haſt 
*written me down in the Book of Preſerva- 
* tion with thine own Hand, O read thine . 
*own Hand-writing, and fave me | 

Secondly, He openeth the Heart towards 
himſelf, and that in three Degrees: 

1. He perſuadeth it of the truth of thoſe 
Paſſages formerly revealed arid diſcovered, 
and that the Lord doth feriouſly intend*” 
them to all in this condition. | 

2. He raiſeth up in it an carneſt longing 
ater them, as the pnly good to be defired, - 
with which they may be happy, and with- 
out them they maſt be everlaſtingly miſera- 
ble. The wiſe Spiritual Merchant, _— 
once found this Treaſure, hideth it, and 
makes haſte for joy that there is ſome | 
bility of enjoying it 3 he ſelleth al} that he 
tath, and reſolveth to purchaſe it, whatever 
he pay, whatever the conditions be. ' As the 
hunted Hart longs after the runnirig Stream 3 
{o theſe'Men do now cry out, Give xs Chriff, 
elſe we die! They Hear, Reade, Faſt, and -. 
Confer; O they will part with all, they will 
2 I 3 do 
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do any thing for Chriſt: A Sight, 3 Touch, z 
Talc of him is more worth than the Worlg, . 
3- After many Conflids, Doubts,and Fears; 
the Heart is wrought upon, not only wil 
ling to-xeceive Chriſt, for ſo it was betarg, 
but aQually to caſt it ſelf upon Chriſt, 
reſt on him, and to reſign it felt wholly tg 
.:. his diſpoſe; [_ O the ſweet Repoſe which's 
fainting Soul finds in a Promiſe rightly ap- | 
plied, after a ſtorm of Spiritual Trouble ] 
he Heart is ever with him, the Eye is al 
- way upon him, and the Tongue is delighted 
often to mention him. Sweet Jeſus, halt 
thou done and ſuffered ſo much for me ? Wa 
thy. Heart pierced, was thy Head bowdd, 
was thy Body nailed to the Croſs for my Re: 
demption ? How unworthy am I, ſuch 4 
wretched Creature, fuch a rebellious Prodj 
gal ſuch an impure lump of Sin, to hear of 
uch Mercy, much more to taſte thereof? 
— But ſeeing it was thy [great Love to do'it, 
and thy Bounty to prevent me by offering it, 
"tis my daty to receive it, with all readineſs 
of Mind, and thankfulneſs of Heart : Tho 
thou ſhould'ſi kill me, yet will I truſt in 
thee 3 'tho thou ſhould'ſt after caſt me intd 
Hell, by me merited, yet would I come un- 
to thee : Lo, Lord Jeſus, 1o, a dumb, deaf, 
and lame Leper betore- thee ! if thou wilt, 
thou canſt 'make me clean and whole; and 
it thou wilt not, ('none <lſe can doit) 1 
©xelolve to ſink at thy Feet, and if it were 
; > NS EE RE $' , ' poitible | 
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© Thirdly, The LoMd-Ipeaks gail to this 


nd effe& of it is three-fold : 


| probiber alienum ] Satan, who did" reign 


"this of any Natural, Moral, or Legal yield-' 
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offible , to - periſh"! iti'' thine” Adths,” 


ſane Heart, thus far wrought upon [*thite 
times he ſpake unto Samet, before he khew 
what'and to whom toanſwet ], ind'theend 


| 1- By the power of his Word, he turneth . 
gut the old Inhabitant, | for intws exftens 


there by Sin, and brings another into poſs 
ſon, even Chriſt, by his Spirit and Graces, 
- 2, Hechangeth the natural Diſpolition of 
the Heart, truly for Parts, though not per=_. 
fectly for Degrees : There is no part but is 
belpangled with Grace. As Air in reſpe& 
of Light, fo is the Heart in reſpec of Grace 3 
of a double he makes one ſingle 3 a hard and - 
frony Heart he ſofteneth : Underſtand not 


ing (all which are preſuppoſed ) but of an. 
Evangelical ſoftneſs 3 a tenderneſs following * 
upon ſerious deliberation and conſideration 
of God's infinite Love, Chriſt's bitter Suf- 
ferings, and the odious nature of Sin : And 
laſtly, Of an impure, deceitful, hypocri- 
tical Heart, he makes an honeſt, clean, fin- 
cere Heart, Ego non ſim ego 3 It is not what 
it was : Such power and healing Vertue there 
is in the Word of God. « | | 

. 3. By his Divine Breath and Power, this 
Marriage between Chrift and the Soul is con- 
ſummate, the Spiritual Bond apprehended, 
T4 | and 
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and the Myſticg], Ulgion manifeſted ;- as it 
Joweth in; this very Chapter 3 ] will okar 
| thee. onto, me. for ever; yea, 1 will betroth thee 
= wnto. me: in Righteouſneſ7, Judge, Loving 
kindneſs, and in Mercies-: ) In him, in 
whom Mercy and Juſtice meet, and are 
conciledz I will do it truly and firmly, y 


that all his Benefits ſhall be made over 
way of Jayntuxe or Nower 3' thy. Poverty a 
Deformity ſhall he accounted his, - his Riche 
and Beauty. thine, This is that the Lard 
ſpeaks to the Heart finally, for this he allw || 
red her into the Wilderneſs, that he might 
- Win. her to himſelf 3 and _y is this way 
- finiſhed, | 

' The. manner of Comal on , as for the 
preſent we apeechens' it to be ordinary, thug 
tar concluded, and briefly in the Heads only 
unfolded 3 we may- for further ſatisfaction 
light and benefit xequire.. - 

Queſt. Firſt, When the Cord faid1 to ſod 
znto the Heart ? 

Anſw, Tanſwer, 1. When he oyercombs 
the natural hardneſs of the Heart, and :be» 
"gins to. let out that Spiritual Impaſtume, or 
maſs of Impurity, which lieth hid in ev 
one by Natuze. This is a Work to whi 
neithex Men or Angels are able to- ſet the 
Hands. ' The Heartzmaker is the only Hearts 
"breaker; and he alone that knows'the Heart 
can . plrifis or purge it. When Rocks are 
run'd i into ſireams of Water, and the Moyne 

tains 


as. 
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tains melt like Wax, and clods of Earth are 
made like Stars of Heaven; ſurely then God 
putteth forth his Power 3. then he ſpeaketh 
to the Heart, A Rae 
12, When he raiſcth any comfort in diſtre(> . 
| &d Minds, by cloſing with them in ſome * 
» iſes of Patdon, or power over Sin : 
'| This is the Voice of God ; for he only can . 
prepare # Door of Hope in every Valley ot” 
Trouble; provide Manna in the Wilderneſs, 
Water in every dry Rock, and Light in every 
Dungeon. There is no precious EleQuary 
for ſick 'Souls, but by his Preſcription and 
Adminiſtration. TAE An 

3. When he anſ{wereth the deſire of the 
Heart, againſt ſuch and ſuch a Sin, or in a 
timely ſupply of ſuch a Grace, either in rruth _ 
where it is not, or for degrees where it was*” 
in a little meaſure before. All Grace is ori- 
inally from Heaven, it comes from «bove, 
Whos 3. I7. (1.e.) from God 3 the hrit and 
ſecond, preventing and aſlifting. God bids 
es | the Soul to mortihe ſuch a Luſt, and the 
et» | Soul complains, as Feboſhaphat, 2 Chron. 20. 
or | 12. I bave no might againſt this great Army ; . 
7 then' the Loxd comes in «with Auxiliary 

| Forces; and his Grace hath been ſufficient. 
ir | God bids him to pray for ſuch a Mercy, and: 
t+ | he tinds himſelf very unfit 3 his Heart at 
rt | firſt was dead and flat, but on a ſudden, he 
i | iscarried above his own ſtrength, his Tears 
ne | drop, his Love flames: God hath then ſpo- 


ken, 
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ken, - then he came in with alliſting Grace 
If the Heart burn in Prayer, God hath f 
., the Fire 3 the Spirit hath been tunin 
"* Heart, therefore it maketh ſweet; melo y 
4. When there is a cloſe concurrence, 
an orderly ſubordination ' between Ge 
Word and the Heart: When . the Ke 
not only delivered to the Heart, but 
Heart alſo is deliver'd up uato the Word 
By the cloſing of theſe two, our Wills a 
wholly taken up in God's Will : So that tif 
Heart ever faith after, as Chriſt did, zot 
Will, in any thing, but thy Will be done in 
- © Lord! This is one a ah alledged by %, | 
' Awgnuſtin, why he would have all forts to} 
reade the Scriptures, and frequently to het j 
them, Quis in illis loquitur Deus ad Cor i 
doftorum atque doftorum : Becauſe therein Gol 
ſpeaks unto the Heart of the Learned » 
-Unlearned. | Ang. Epi «3. ad Voluf. |] 
Queſt, Secondly, It may be further 
manded, How a Man may know, when and wht 
ther the Lord bath, or doth ſpeak, wnto bn 
Heart ? 
 Anſfw. Firft, By an awful dread. which fl 
.. the Heart when God hath ſpoken unty it 
" Joſiah trembled at the Voice of God in his 
Law: And that isa teſtimony of God's ſpeaks 
ing tohim. But thus it is with every Crea- 
ture that hears the Voice of God's the Denili 
tremble, and Men quake 3 and as the Worms 
when it thundreth, wriggie into [the corn 
ot 
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of the Earth: fo for all theis -loſty looks, 
W though when all is quiet, they may puff up 
tthemiclves with a conceit they are more then 
#Iadinary 3 like Caligula, who thought him- 
WH ff a God, imitating Foves Thunder : But 
Wi when the True God gave - forth his Voice 
w{ fom Heaven, he that before was fo high, 
f was now as low in ſpirit, running under his 
bed, or into any Bench-hole for preſervati- 
on. So let the Lord but ariſe to ſpeak, the 
talleſt Cedar, the highelt Tower, the loftieſt . 
Spirit of Godleſs. Men can dare it no longer, © 
but will think the holes of the Rocks, and 
Caves of the Earth, to be their beki ſhelter. 
Yea, even the inanimate Creatures ſhew the 
mpreffions of his powertul Voice. The Sea 
flies, the Mountains skip, the Earth trem-_ 
bleth, and the whole Creation ſhaketh at the” 
Voice of God. Therefore, | 
+ Secondly, It may be known by love and _ 
bnging after him. As it was with Eliſha, ©* 
after Elijab had ſaluted him, he was pre- 
ently inflamed, as if a ſpark of Fire had 
fallen down upon him, ſo thac he wonld un- 
ſeparably follow him. Thou, O my Soul, 
at Eliſha, God is Elijah 3 it he once ſpeak 
unto thee, thou wilt tollow him crying, My -. 
Lid, and my God ! O. lift up the light of thy © 
Countenance $þ0n me !..When ſgll I come and 
aþpear before tbe preſence of God ? All the days 
of my appointed time will I wait. Such draw- 
Ing Vercue is in the Word of Chrilt it js as 

| an 
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an Ointment porred forth, therefore the Virging 
leve bim. Love is the Whet-lione of Love; 
and the Love of Chriſt in ſpeaking to his 
People, confiraineth them to love him, 2 Cor, 
5,14 

Thirdly, By thoſe Evangelical EffeRs fore" 
merly mentioned. When God ſpeaks unto: 


a poor grieved Heart, as the Father unto. 


his Prodigal Son, Lute 15. 20, Oc, The 
| Heart is raiſed to admire God in all his At- 
© tributes and Ways, and is raviſht with dg 
fire of his Glory. What ſhall T render, for | 
much undeſerved favour ? I will take the Cup. 
of Salvation, and call upon the Name of of 
Lord ! I will dwell in the Howſe of the Lord, to 
behold the fair Beauty of the Loyd for ever, © 
Foxrtkly, By that ſpeedy reply which the 
Heart returns unto God, Speak on Lord, fot 
thy Servant heareth, and thy Face will I ſoky 
Pſal. 27.8. The Heart doth eccho out: a 
. It were an anſwer to the Voice of God 3 
' Jer. 3-22. the Lord ſpeaks, Retwrn ye Backs 
ing Children, and I will beal your Back 
ſlidings : They readily anſwer, Behold, ze come. 
xnto thee, for thou ayt our God ! Every gracis' 
ous Perſon hath the duplicate of God's Law 
in his Heart, and is willingly caſt into the: 


mould of his Word. When Men have their: z 


Ears only ſpoken'unto in it, at the beſt they: 
do but dwell on Duties, and place the ſum of 


their Religion in'a bare outward profeſſion 5} 


but when God hath once ſpoken unto the: 
| Heart, 


—_——— ann nn III or men — 
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Heart, then they look more into the ſubſtance -: 
of Religion. | 


Queſt. Thirdly, If it be demanded, What 

;s Man (howld do, when. the Lord FR or doth 
unto the Heart ? | 

Anſw. I anſwer With all readineſs and 
humble reverence the Heart muſt ſpeak un-"-_ 
to the Lord again. So much is expected, 
1nd good Manners will teach a Man ſo much ; 
to ſpeak when he is ſpoken unto, eſpecially 
by ſuch a Superiour. Now, the language 
of the Heart conſiſts in two things, viz. Re- - 
civing, and Returning : In receiving what 


"| the Lord offers, by a flexible yielding unto 
6 the Work and Word of God 3 and by a con- 
) 
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arrence both of conſent in reſpeRt of his. 
Promiſes, and of obedience in regard of his” 
Commands, In returning, Praiſe, Prayer, and 
ll hearty ſervice: Praiſe, for that God is 
pleaſed to take notice of you, ſo mean, {o 
vile, Great Men are thought to grace their 
hferiours, if they vouchſafe to ſpeak unto 
them 3 I am ſure it is fo here 3 by ſpeaking, 
tus, the Lord doth exceedingly honour us : 
151 TE 3 v ovyxcTipbans, faith Chry- 
ſom, God's condeſcention is incomparable ; 
teſpeaks to his People,as a Man. would ſpeak 
to his Friend z thus he graceth them in- 


I mardly, outwardly , and ſo maketh them 
mcious and amiable in the Eyes of Men. 
thayer, that as he hath begun, ſo he would . 
I fniſh the Work, till the Heart be throughly © 
moulded 


(126) 


moulded into a ſpiritual temper of FlexibÞ 
lity and Purity, according to hisown Hearts. 


Ufe 1. From hence the Erroneous Opt 
nions, and Irregular Practices of all thoſe ate 
juſtly to be taxed and reproved 3 

- Firſt, Who aſcribe this Work either to ins 
ward power and firength of nature,or to ſome 
outward means, as if, Man could ſpeak utto 
the Heart. or the matter of a Sacrament 
did- contain--to. convey Grace by the work 
wrought. -: Felagians, old and new, go the 
firft -way5-Papiſts, with their followers, the 
htter way-Both joyning to derogate fra 
the glory ofthis Grace, who aſcribeth thi 
work 'untohimfeltz 1 will ſpeak. zento the 
Heart. Thefe Men do undertake to ſail with 
""out- the Stars,. and labuur without the Sug; 


They ſet Dagon. before the Ark,, equalizethe } 


Creature 'with «the Creator. If this 
true, then. St. Pav! mitiook to ſay, Not. 

bat the Guace of God in me; and, it is Gul 
that giveth the increaſe. Gratia non eff grath 

ullo modo, nift fit gratmits omni modo, is 
Auftins rule. Let them with-thcix Wit'a 
E earning; endeavour to ſet. up. the Ideal 
Fryee-will- and firength. of Nate 3 .letiug 
with the facred Scriptures, labour ta ſetup 
the Free-Grace -of God, who worketh in 
"*bath to will: aud-to do, of bis own good Pleqp 


ſure, 4. 7.41 
Secondly, Who bcing in the VIanſul 
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Spiritual Diſtreſs, will not ſtay tilt the Lord 
ſpeak upto them, but make hafte 'to' drink 
Water out of any Puddle, toſnap up Carnal 
{| Eaſe, from Worldly Jollity, in Eating, 
ef Drinking, Gaming, and other Paſtimes, to 


drive away ſuch Melancholy Dumps-: Sbme _ 


do: Others by Muſick, as Sawl3 a third fort 
by varicty of & leſh-pleafing-Company : | Be- 
ing herein not much unlike ro many weak 
and craſie Patients, that are ready to fancy 
wy new Medicine they hear of, and to tam- 
per with "that, rather than to' expe a Re- 


7 
c 
0 
t 
c 
c 
c 
n 
8 | bed by the Phyſician J: All which, you may 
| be ſurc, will {ay as the Sqribes and Phariſees 
Is | did to Fudus, What is that to us, ſee thow to 
W | #&; Either they will caſt you off deſperately 3 
ne Gying, Now'you are mad, this you have got 
; hyreading and hearing ſo many Sermons 3 or 


de, they will flight it with GaHio, andcare 
"| fir none of theſe things : Or at Teaſt they wilf 


aubing with untempered. Mortar: So 
a 7 that one day you will ſay out of woful expe- 
©] tence, Miſerable Comforters are ye all, Phyſi- 
WJ vans of no value, good for nothing. Stek 
dot-to theo, reſt not on them, it is God' 


What he faith. 
" Thirdly A third ſort to be blamed are 
fuch, 


wly .in and- through Chriſt, who ſpeaks 


Praceunto his Saints3 in this caſe, | hearogly” 


* # 


by buſic' Imployments, as Cain thought to © 


very, through a courſe of Phyſick prefcri- 


_ all | @ killing picy- too ' common-};-- 
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ſuch, asare converted outwardly in Profef. 7 
fion only, | the Lord make: them T2 


WE 


iQures without Life, Clovds without Wat 
Sodoms Apples, fair only to' ſee + to; Th 

outward Man is ſpoken unto, arid convince 

ſo far as to perform. Duties 3 the Ear is ſpgs 
ken unto ſo fat as to hear often3' the Ton 

is ſpoken unto fo far as to diſcourſe 

.. but the Heert is not ſpoken untos all'th 

" devotion of theſe Men is in Hearing a 

Cenſuring, they come to arraign the Miniſter Jt 

at the Bar of their. own Judgment, and 4g fi% 

judge that Word; by which they miſt bs 1#1 

judged at the latt Day 3 they come to debate Ifill 

. the. Man, not the *Dotirine , to 'cenſure ti wi 

"Preacher, not. to. practiſe the:Sermen : Liks | 

Merchant's Coopets, (they taſte much Wing) Itat 

but deal for none; their Hearts are not chats {it 
 g<d> the ſame' Luſis :lodg there as befor 

© reſtrained only3; they are hard and' impitt& 

as eycr 3 the, virtue, of Chriſt's Death T 
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Life is not. yet applied to ſuch, they are yt 
deſtitute of Grace, . whatever their 'profefſh 
be: Nay, you! and your Profellion are by 
like the cxrſed Fig-tree,: that bare Leaves an 
no Fruit. God, hath. not ſpoken to yout 
Hearts, neither did: you ever. ſpeak in yout 
Hearts to God, - Many Prayers you 'miay 
haply \{fay over, and yet never prays "for 
Prayer 1s an offering up of the Heart, - os Will 
210 God by Chriſt. TE # 
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| Uſe 2: The ſecond Uſe will dire& toDu- 
g, which concetneth either Miniſterot Peo- 
gle, Miniſters tnuſt learn to ſpeak unto the 
Heart 
(od 


, as near as poſlible they can 3 becauſe 
bd doth ſo, whoſe Ambaſſadors they are. 
Like Markr-men , though they cannot ſhoot 
þ as to ſtrike, yet they tnit} aim art this 
Mark, their Arrows muſt be ſhatpened for 
{this parpoſe 3 wo like the Arrows of 

fmathan, ſome fall ſhort of, othets go beſides 
+ {0t Matk, yet ſoine of other beitg guided by 
g Jidupreme Power, may pierce the Hearts” of 
6 [# King's Enemies, whereby the People (hall 
£ [il under him. Thoſe Miniſtets ſpeak. beſt, 
- who ſirive to profit mote than to pleaſe; 
# [ad fo muſt all they that deſire to do good in 
& [kt relation, they mult preach to- the Con- 
pw {itence, to the Quick: As Kirig James of 
& I{imous Memoty, ſaid of a Reverend Biſhop _ 
Id this Land, Thit Man Predches ds if Death © 
14 fmt at niy Back + Soffiould every Miniſter do : 
& Ireach as if .Death, Judgment, and Hell, 
Fre even at Mens Backs: Bring the point as 
q kr as may be, home to the heartrs Dodr ; 

[tet is, plainly , particulafly, earnefily 3 0- 
ut {etwiſe, they. preach as a Man that ſhoots 
+ {1s Arrows at randon , and hits not the 
pak it is as if the Minilter ſhould lay his 
of {*mon.on his Cnſhion, and neverdait it intg 
ill $'9e Peoples Boſoms. If People do' not. feel 
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WIfiur Points at their Backs, Spears in theis 
des, and Swords in theit Bellies; they "__ 
K | fee 


(.130,) 
feel-nothing, It Wo} be loſt labour, - 
that are Peo le and Hearers, may learn, 
' 1, To bring your Hearts with .:you & 
% God' s Ordinances: | How many heartle 
Sermons have ſome heard and wen, |] B&W 
you bring nothing for God to ſpeak untgz JU 


and it is no more than if you ſent "y I: 
lor 


4 l l 


Clothes ſtuft with Straw: Yea, upon 
. matter you deny. his Preſence and Olhee, 
'* Men, that are his Meſſengers ſpeak untg 


Ears, and preſent things from their | 


unto the Eyes of the Body, and thoſe p we]. 
you leave not at Home 3 for what ſhould: 

do at Church (you will: fay ) wil bon 
Ears and Eyes ? But I ſay, What make you}, * 
there without your Hearts ? God is thine ja 
who ſpeaks unto the Heart, as Men untothe[# 


Ear + If-+bat be away, it is all one as if you 
were abſent : Nay, you aggravate your iy : 
and provoke him more by your heart 
preſence in preferring Men, whom yu 
—vouchſafe to hear, unto God ,, whom þ- a 

will not hear 3 but highly diſhonour him, by bp 
offering a dead Carkaſs in his Temple, wIP' 
afeaf able ſervice, in ſuch cold Devotign: M: 
ATI ſuch are Abominable 3 they pyt. a Chat] 
upon God, and mock the moſt High: Thy ts 
&the full Mouth'd, but empty Heantedi 
offer a.Caſe without the Jewel, a Gilded Cup 
3nd jo Wine in_it. To ſuch God will @ 
Why required theſe things at your bands, ul k 
Ne to. Iread my Courts? My Sons, give me yol bh 
Heart, 
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 zrts, or ive me nqthipg : As Foſeph 
re a Bien rovcering Wa, 
-n.. 43+ 3- {0 God faith of the Heart, Te 
| nat ſee my Face witbout it, wr your 
family and Bibles to Church, but efpecially 
tur Hearts, which are moft out © order, 
d there the Lord wilt begin his Work. 
n with the Congregation Hand and Heart, 
* them both to God in earneſt Pra fr, 
attentive Hearing 3 wait and fay, When 
lord, how long, Noly,and True ! Accept what be 
u calleſt for,ang [peak one word to tmy poot 
1's among the ret, before I « BO, that the 
tones which ; Bia haſt broken, an rejoyce. 
2. To labour moſt about the Heart; the 
"feart in the Body, ahd the heart of Relj- 
on.3. yea, and to prize gopd Men [ who, 
their good Fruits, , teſtthe to others the” 

neſs of their Rearts, as the good Frujt 
pr the good Tree}; becauſe the Lord 
lath ſpoken to them. No Relick compa- 
fable, no image can be a more lively remem- 
lancer. If David did fo adtnire Man as Mar, . 
bby then ought we to admire ang reyerence” 
Man as united to Chriſt, ſhining with his [- 
mage, adorn'd with his Beams, clothed with 
bis Righteouſneſs, and entitled to an everlaſt- 
Kingdom, Many as Beautiful,ſome as rich 
| Apparel, are very powerfal to draw and 
zle the Eyes of weak Beholders ; but for 
Kzuty and Honour, none are comparable | 
t ons Hearts 3 ey now partake of 
K £2 Ange- 
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_ Angelieal Splendor, and hereafter ſhall a+ 
"ceed the Sun in brightneſs, [ As 5, wc 
Mat. 13.43. Phil. 3. wlt, ] But, Why" 
ſufficient for theſe things ? ſufficiently yi 
fied to ſet forth to the Life, the Beauty ali" 
Brightneſs of Chriſt myſtical? He had nalf®i 
of a-xctined Nature, of ſublimated Though 
of a Quill taken from the Wirig of a Sa" 
. phin, and to ſoar aloft, free from the p | 
"ſure of terrene mixtures, in heavenly Cl bo 


E295 


templation. Who can reade, or {eric dh 
think of this myſtery of Mercy, without 
readier expreſſion of joy mixt with te 


SEE 


than their conceits in words ? What a l 


v1 
k 
a ſinful Man, weltering in Blood, full] 
Sores and Ulcers, fitter to be loathed "thi 

loved3: for ſuch a one, Poor, Blind, Mi | 
ble, and Naked, to be married to a Prind, 

ſuch a Prince, the Heir of Heaven and Earth 
I ho can believe our report ? or believinghg® 
not love ſuch an one ? To whom will the Aw 


of the Lord reveal this, but to hambled - 


EEO > 
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that are meaneſt in their own apprehenſion 
. Such ſhall znderſtand this ſecret, and partaf* 
"in. it, to fie on Thrones as crowned Kings and miſc 
Queens for evermore ! ie 


: 
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Uſe 3. Laſtly, What tranſcending Cone} 
fort doth this Truth and Text afford to W/" 
troubled Minds? Such I mean as have beed® 
layed by Divine Power when they wet 
running towards Hell, in all forts of hy bo 
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Shad Prodigality, and had been there ere this, 
kd not God in Chriſt been more merciful tq 
hem, than they were- careful about -their 
pn ſafety. If the King. ſhould vouchſafe 
ſpeak to a mean Perſan before many, what 

Ia honour would it be? what raviſhing 

Shoughts would ariſe, and what applauſe 

{would it procure ? How much more ſhould. 

wllitbe ſo here, when the King of Kings ſpeaks,- 

lad that unto the Heart of a forlorn Crea« 

pl re, comfortably 2 I bave beard thy Prayer, I 

kf hne ſeen thy Tears 3 bebold, T will beal thee, &c. 

46 the Lord ſpake unto the Heart of Heze- 

wb, 2 Kings 20. 5. Thy Prayers and thine 

ldims, are come up for a memorial before God, 

4 &. fo the Lord ſpake unto the Heart of 

x I@nelius, As 10.4. And how often did 

Jour blefſed Lord, and compaſſionate Savi- 

+ Jar Jcfus Chriſt, raiſe up diſconſolate Souls 

We {vith ſuch words as theſe; Son, be of good 

k, dear , thy Sins be forgiven the: Daughter,*: 

wget is thy Faith, go in peace, thy Faith bath 

Ir ade thee whole. Yea, all the precious Pro- 

af mſes are ſuch Cordials, See Prov. 28. 13. 

"Ih ſo confeſſeth and forſaketh his Sins, 

* {hal find Mercy, Job 34. 27, 28. He looketh 

19 Man, and if any ſay T bave ſinned and 

Wi erted that which is right, and it profiteth me 

«1 be will deliver his Soul from going into the 

wh, &c. If. 1. 13, Come now, let us reaſon 

i | '8etber, faith the Lord 3 though your Sins be 

{Þ# ScarJet, they ſhall be as white 44 Snow, &c, 

WE. K 3 | Chap. 
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Chap. $5. ver.7. Lit: vhe-Hiched foifaks by 
Jang + 3 Righteous Man b1s thoneghtry: aa 


let bi: Yetttra tanto: the. Lond, and be- will buy 
»pot bim \ and: #b our God, . for be milf 


abaidantly pardon, 'Mith, 7: 19. He will en 
atuin, he will have compuſſivn wpon w 3; be: 


ſublne dur Ihiquities; andoaft all their Sins in 
the bottory' of *the Sea. Bof. 14.4; 5. Lo 


beal ver Baoks(bdings7 Twill love thems frat 
Mal.' 4. 9j- Toithem thate ftar imy Name, fliall 
the $0 of Righnodſneſs \ ariſe with bealingin 
bis Wirgy. Mats | 6\28; Come unto wit all 
ye"#hi> ave weary arid beavy laden, and T.'wil 
give + you'reſt, Rom. 8. 1. Now therefore thas 
1s no' Condemnation to them that are im. C 
Bc. Þ- rus 'Rev.'2:1,6, So almoſiai 
eyeryi'Book-of . that .holy Volume , mayk 
found ſuch Stars of Light , ſuch pieces 
+» Trcafure, fach Bezar-tiones,to keepifick Soul 
* from fainting under. their Sins and Sortowsj 
Promijſes;wherein the Lord ſpeaks ſornething 
to the-Kearts of believing Penitents to thi 
effect 3 'The Seed of 'the Wotnan. ſhall bruiſes 
Serperit's Head, Whiatſoever Chriſt didn 
fuffeted', was for 'you3- by his fatisfadion 
God is rcconciled to you, all your Sins 
pardoned, 'and your Souls ſhall be Gave: 
*-" This is to ſpeak, to the Heart.of a poor Sima, 
Now as. ſome Artifcers after long porlng 
upon a piece of Black Work, and hindings 
dimnels in their Eyes, ate wont to refre 
themſelves with the beholding the ver 
ECTS SE NT Bo ns + 8 | 0 
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of Meadows, or luſtre of :Emeralds 5 if "let 
poor” Penitents, | wearied and heavy! laden 
with the! confideration of their Sins, for their 
refreſhment make uſe of thoſe Goſpel-Cot-. 
dials, the Promiſes 5 they will be chearing” 
to the Eye of Faith. 

»Buc 'tis ſufficiently kriown, that ' thoſe'ro 
whom: -this Comfort belongs, are moſt ready 
to put it from them, as none of their Ppr- 
tion. The troubled.  Spitit 'makes'Datts'of | 
every thing it. can, to hght againft Reaſori,” 
and kill it ef, not ſuſpeRing its own Poy- 
on. '\The concluſion therefore of this ſub- - 
j& ſhall endeavour to prevent that miſchief, 
by propoſing and | an{wering ſome Caſes, 
which may contain the' complaints of ſuch 
toubled Spirits. 

ObjeR: 1, My Sins have been ſo many and 
geat,- that 1 fear to apply any Promiſe. L 

Anſw. Nay, therctore ' you ſhould be the 
more ready and willingto apply this 3 Lord, 
come unto me; for T am a ſinful Man, and ” 
have moſt need of help! Save me, Lord,” or 
I periſh! Greater Sins ſhould haſten” all t6 
the Mercy Seat 3 the greater Wounds to the 
Phyſician. [ No, Man- flies his Counſel be- 
auſe his Cauſe 1s great and iatricate., but 
plies him the more ]. Efpecially while you 
-eonſider the extent ct his Power and. Love 
who ſpeaketh. His Power paſſeth the nature 
and number of your Sins whatever they be, 
Chriſt is a great Saviour. He is called a 
I 4 Mighty 
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Mighty $ aviour, and the Salvation in him is 
called Great Salvation, and the Redemption 
in him Great Redemption. 1 John 2. 1. 'If ay 
Man fin, we bave an Advocate with the Fathe, 
Feſus Chriſt the Righteew. And for his La, 
that extends to all ſorts of Penitents; to 
Manaſſes , Mary Magdalen ; to the Ronny 
_ Frm z to- foul Sinners , griping 
ppreſſors, ſharp Perſecutors, Sinners in the 
higheſt form. 1 Fohn2.'2; And be is the Pros 
pitiation for our Sins, &c, In the Levitical || co 
Law, there were Sacrifices for all ſorts of hi: 
« Sins 3 and what did they prefigure, but the | la 
"-ample efficacy in Chriſt's Death, which. y fo 
an -Atonement for 'Sins of all kinds $i 
Was as the daily Sacrifice, for the Expiation Þ ha 
of the continued and augmented number of | 
Tranſpreſfions. Even where Sin hath abownd- | & 
ed, there Grace hath after much mare abounds || th 
ed, So if you conſider the nature of thoſe Þ 4 
Promiſes made unto di®reſſed Souls, both for | C 
Conftitution' and Condition : For Conſtitution, | « 
they are' abſolutely freez no Foreign Powe | B 
to enforce them from him that made them, | a 
nor any Natural Abilities in Man to reſerve 
them; 'And for Condition, they are Evange 
ical , bringing with them what they' rt 
quire of you, ; Be of good comfort when 
he calleth you 3 fear not, refuſe not to tt» 
ceive what he offereth : Say rather, Sptak 
. Lord, 'and feak home, for thy Servant der 

*frerh! to hear, - 
Objet. 


”y Cy 5 So iqtq2r 


SL 
, Object. 2, But alas, zt 15 pleaded, my Core _ 


tion} bave been and are ftrong, and abomina-"" 


he, that T know not what 10 do. 


Anſw. The ſenſe of Sin's ſirength, is no 


| mhopetul ſymptom, nor prejudice to Fajth,*” 
Of all tempers, the hardued is- moſt dange-, 
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jous 3 and Sin hath the greateſt firength,* 
where there is the leaſt ſenſe, When a Pati- 
ent is deadly fick, he faith, arid thinks he is 
well, and feels no pain 3 bat when he is re- 
covering, he is full of ſenſe, and complains 
his Head is weak, his Stomach ſick, his Bones 
lame, all is amiſs, every thing is too hard 
for him. There is more hope of one ſenfible . 
Sinner, than of a thouſand preſumptuous”* 
hardned Wretches: Senſe of Sin doth ever 
zo before ſenſe of Chriſt. Belides, the pow- 
er of God's Voice will wcaken them, and 
the Efficacy of his Spirit, mortitie and ſub- 
due them. Here it may be ſaid, as-it was of 
Carthage, a little before it was taken, Mori- 
atium beſtiarum violentiores eſſe morſws\, dying 
Beaſts bite moſt cruelly, dying Sins trouble 
and oppoſe the Soul moſt ftourly. . Sandtiti- 
ation tollows Faith, and preſuppoſech our 
Union to Chrift, You may not ttand ſafely 
on this pretence, that you will labour to ger, 
bme power over your Corruptions, and then” 
you will hearken to what God will ſpeak 
unto your Hearts 3 but hrſt hearken, and 
Vidory will follow by degrees, and that ne- 
cefſarily upon this ground, viz. The Princi- 


ple 
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ple whence Grace cometh, the Stock aut of 
which this fair Flower groweth, is ſirongy 
than the Principle, and Root,” whence Con 
ruption, that ſtinking Weed, floweth 3 bei 
joyned, the weaker muſt yield in'the end; 
Only do you refiſt it and complain. often 
boat it in private prayer to: Chriſt, and 
| affur'd, that he who hath broken the Serpents 
-* Head tor you, willalfo bruiſe it tri you. *1) 
Objc&. 3. Oh but Satan and my own Heart 
do condemn, and tell me I am a Caft-away ! 
Anſw. In this caſe hearken not what Men 
or Angels ſay, much leſs what: Satan and 
your own deceitful Hearts ſuggeſt; but what 
the, Lord ſaith : It is his Prerogative to ſpeak 
-;* unto. the Heart, and your duty to'hear: him 
only > before your ſelves, much mere before 
Eatan. Suppoſe the Devil ſhould tell you that 
all were well, your Sins pardoned, and that 
you ſhould be ſaved, would you believe him 
for himſelf? I trow not : And for your ſelves, 
you, are no. competent Judges in'this pets 
plexed. condition 3 as the diftemper'd Palat 
13 not fit to judg of Meats, or the vitiated 
eye of an Objeq: Conſult with expericns 
ced Chriſtians, and fiill keep an Ear open for 
this Voice of God, ſpeaking at all hours of 
the Day; I will. bearken what the Lord wil 
.*. ſay, for he fpeaketh peace to his People. But 
' withal, Jet not his Saints retwrn to folly. 
Object. 4+ Me-thinks I behold God, nat 
ſpeaking to my Heart, but as ſtill fromning upat 


me, 
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ne, 'and Speaking aginſt me, a7 '. Fady for the 
lreach of bis Laws; ani after the riſe of much 
mans in private \and prblick,, T can” feel ns 


ort. 

» Anſw, This is a fore {cruple, which vehe- 
nently beats upon molt ſenſible Sinners 3 
more need therefore to afloil it. The an- 
kyer is this, You mutt learn co live and rw 

by:Faith, and not fo much by Senſe, to be- 
litve more than you feel. Your comfort is 
yee more in Promifes than in Pofſeſhon. AL 
though te Feg-tree ſhoxld not. bloſſom, neither 
Frant be on the Vine 3 thengh the::labour of the 
Olive ſhould fail, and the Fields ſhould yield no 


Meat, 8c. Yet ( faith the Prophet by Faith); 


would I rejoyce #n the Lord, and joy in the God 
ef my. ſalvation s who is ty firenyth, and 
will make my feet like Hinds feet, and make 
me to walk upon my high places. Even 
with Abrabam, beyond hope to believe under 
kope 3 fo thall you bring much Glory to 
God. i} 33 
- Now to help forward this Spizitual Appre- 
benſfion and Reſolution, | | 

1. Labour to have your Judgments rightly 
inform'd in the manner ot Divine Diſpeuſa> 


tion of Grace,, what : Method and Degrees” 


the Holy Spirit oblerveth. in Gonverting and 
Sanctitymg the Heart, Ignorance of this is 
followed with great heavineſs, and much 
caulclefs diſcomtort, of long continuance, ' 
2, Look off your fclves, and beyond all 


mcans 


4 


w 


| us, andour Perſons lovely to God, 


means [ which are as Guides and Conduits' 


Guides to lead you to Chriſt, and Condmits to; * 


convey Virtue from him unto your Hearts]z 
Dwell not on the well-doing of Duties, reſt 
not on the exerciſe of Graces there is.ng 


'Atisfying Merit, no purifying Blood, in all, 


or any of theſez that ſo you may look upo 
the Mediator only | all our Riches and Safety is 


from without, from this bleſſed ObjeQ,icons 


veyed and received by Faith | and through 


him upon the Father. It is horrible to think. 


on God,. and terrible to hear him, much more 


*- to ſee him without Chriſt: Guilt dare not 
look on Majeſty, and Majeſty is moſt terri> 


ble in an Enemy and a Judg. I have read 
of a politick PraQtice of a Macedsnian Cours 
ticr, who being baniſht King Philip's pres 


ſence, adventured once again to come into | 


the Court, and further, into the King's pre« 
ſence, with young Alexander in his - Arms; 
as if he (aid, Let him plead for me; and ac- 
cording]y for his Wit, he was pardon*d. and 
accepted into Favour. Change the Perſons, 
and you may make it ayPreſident. True it 
is, yon are deſcrvedly baniſht Heaven, and 
God frowneth up6n you: but come with 


Chriſt in your Arms, make him your Friend; 
and then no doubt of acceptance; He bath 


made us accepted in the Beloved. In Chriſt he 


is a reconciled God, a tender Father in Jeſus 
Chriſt 3 in Chrilt God's Nature is lovely to 


3- Me 
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3. Meditate often, what it is you have in 
and with Chriſt, viz. Perfe& Righteouſneſs, 
{4 imputed to Juſtification,and imparted to San- 
* | Ritication. All your. Sins emitted freely, 
- | your Perſons accepted to Eternal Life. So 
| that Men nor Devils, the Gates of Hell ſhall _ 
| | not finally prevail againſt you, cither active- 
ly to hurt'or hinder, or paſſively to withſtand 


X ""ObjeR. 5. But I find my Heart bard and T 
| | impure, therefore 1 fear. God bath not ſpoken* 
LN t07t, 
tf Anſw, To find this, and in truth to be- 
t | wail it, is one (ſign of God's ſpeaking to it. 
» | God in the ſtill Voice hath diſcovered chat 
| | unto you, which undiſcover'd, might have 
* | proved your Bane. | The Scum appears nor, 
* | till forced by the heat of the Fire 3. the impu- 
0 J rity of the Heart would lie undiſcern'd were 
* | it not for the Fire of God's Word ]. Live 
4 | not under the reign of any one Sin 3 pray for 
| more Sanity and Softneſs, | remembring 
d } thoſe two precious Promiſes, viz. Deut.30.6, © 
S, | And the Lord thy God will circumciſe thine 
It | Heart, — to love the Lord — . Exck. 36. 
25,26, Then will I ſprinkle clean Water upon © 
h | you, and you ſhall be clean, &c. Whercin 
God ſpeaks again to perte& what he hath 
tb | begun 1) and for more Spiritual enlarge- 
Ie | ment 3 to be more thankfulfor this, that the 
us } Lord hath vouchſafed to fingle you out aboye 
tO | many others,to allure you into this /ilderneſy, 


and 
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and to ſpeak unto:you : be ſure God's Words 
and Works ſhall not be left impertet. Ups 
on the falling of your Eyes towards the Earth 
in token of Humility, let your Hearts be 


*- raiſed towards Heaven, to teftifie your Spiri> 


' tual Joyz by faying with Mephiboſheth, What 
x thy Seruant, that thou ſhowld'ft look upon ſuch 
& dead Dog as I am ? With Abigail, Bebold, 
let thy Hand-maid be a Servant, to waſh thi 
Feet of the Servants of .my Lord, With Rath, 
Iby bave 1 foxend Grace in thine Eyes, that thay 
ſhouldeſt take notice of me, ſeeing I am a Strats 
ger? And with Jeſus Chriſt, 1 thank thee, 0 
Father, Lord of Heauen and Earth, that thay 
baſt hid theſe things from the Wiſe and Prudent, 
| and haſt revealed them wnta Babes, even ſo, 0 
© Father, becauſe it was thy goad pleaſure ! 
- Quelt. After al this, bow may a Man knw 
the truth and ſoundneſs of bis Converſion ? | 
Anſw. To this, the following Diſcourſt 
will offer ſome reſolution 3 for which pure 
poſe it is defignedly adjoyned. Reade and 
reap Profit ! Give Glory to God by Jeſus 
Chritt. 


Tn the Mount will the Lord be feen. 


I by 


ICANAAN 
COMFORT; 


| DISCOVERING 


| That a true ſight of Sin 

| is an infallible fgn of 
Grace: 

& | From that Expreſſion of Holy and 

e Penitent David, 

us Pal. 51. 3. 


— My Sin is ever before me. 
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A Conſolatory Preface to poot 
Chriſtians, dejected under the 
' ſenſe of their Sins. 


(04 s Miniſters. are aaadel by the 
Voice of that Evangelical Prophet 
Iaiah, to comfort, to ſpeak to the Lord's 


People, to comfort Noon and cry un- 


| to ber, that her arfare F7 acconphited 
| wd that ber Iniquity is pardoned. Ir 


obedience to this Command, I have a 
ſumed to publiſh this Word in ſeaſon, 


/} your Benefit, i: the following plain ic 


tourſe 3, and the plainer, becauſe ſuch a 
drefs doth beſt become Divinity. A, ffectet 


oo may Y, eaſe the. Fancy, but will ne-. 
| er feed the Underſtanding ' they Court” 


but not Comfort. In theſe Points, Ex 
perience is. more than Reading. Both 


| ways ( all praiſe be to the Author of 


Grace! ) you have. learn'd. hotd the Lord 
HL allureth and draws Men and 
Women, out of the pleaſing Fields of Pro- 
ligality, into the WRney of Spiritual - 


Trouble, 


The PREFACE: 


Trouble, that he might there ſpeak, unto 


their Hearts, and work them to a graci- 
ciouws Temper, wherein afterwards he 
keeps them, partly by preſenting Sin to the 
Eze and Conſcience, as he did to David: 

hich you muſt know is #10t to ſink, tay 
drive them to Diſpair , but to nouriſh 
and increaſe in them,an hatred of Sin,and 
a longing love afier Chriſt 5 ſeeing the one 
daily, to loath it ; and feeling the want of 
the other, more to deſire him. It was a 
excellent Speech of that extinent eMartyr, 
Mr. Lambert, who lifting up his Hand: 
flaming with Fire ( as bis Heart did with 
Love and Zeal) cried aloud to the People 
out of the Fire, ; 

_ Chriſt, and none but Chriſt. 

Which I deſignedly put you in mind if, 
and commend to you, whereby to encow- 
rage you in your dejeded Condition, and 
to propound as a pattern for your Pradice: 
For an adequate obje of Faith, to accejt 
and reſt upon as the only Mediator of Ju- 
ſtification and Salvatice, Chriſt , and 
none but Chriſt : 1 the exerciſe of Re- 
pentance for a term to which we Pp 
truſt, and by whom we have acceſs tot 
Father, Chriſt, and none but cn 
Pl 
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The PxeErACE 


| In the duty of Prayer, for, ar Interceſſss 


to give weight and worth untothem,Chriſt, 
and none but Chriſt : For a: compleat 


Saviour , both to, redeem by * Purchaſe 


and C onqueſt, in regard bf Man's two- 


fold Bondage, and to adorn the Soul with 


Righteouſneſs , Chriſt, and none but 
Chriſt. As Sin zs, ſo let Chriſt be ever 
before you 5 in his Incarnation, Death,” 
Reſarreftion , Aſcenſion, and Interceſſi- 
om : In his Natures, and Offices ;, in the. 
excellency of his Merit and Efficacy of 
his Spirit 5 in kis * Beauty and Inmocen- 
ty, in his "Power and: "Pity ;, in his 
ſider Treaſure and Riches unſearch- 
able; believe it, there is no. ſuch Image 
io look, upon, no ſuch *Pitture to pray 
before, as the "Promiſes preſent. in hint 
to every believing Eje ;, in your Chamber, 
and at Church, Alone jews in Company, 
w Health and Sickneſs, in Life and 
Death, look upon him, love him and ſay, 
, Chriſt, and none but Chriſt, - | 
. Then may you be aſſured, that God 
bath brought you the beſt way out of Egypt 
wto Canaan, that he hath ſpoken unto your 
Heart indeed, .and that Chriſt's Blood is, 
and ſhall be effeFnally applied, to put Sin 
L 2 both 


The PREFACE. 


both out of Aﬀe&#ion and Memory 5 and 
in due time; to tleanſe your Nature from 
the power and being of Sin. In a word, 
be of good Courage, keep on in your way, 
your Labour will not be in vain in the 
Lord. Heaven , or rather Chriſt, wil 
pay for all, If then you would have Sik 
pardon'd, Hardneſs and Dulneſs reme- 
ved, Grace beſtowed, in the Habit, As, 
or Degrees, Doubts anſwered , Weak: 
eſs ſtrengthened ;, Prayers and Tears with 
. Chrift will doit : Children of many 
' Tears cannot periſh. 


Farewel. 
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Canaan of Comfort, 


DISCOVERING 


That a true ſight of Sin, is an infal- 
lible fron of Grace. 


_ —_ 


Pſal. 51. 3. 
——- My Sin is ever before me. 
F Books, the Scripture, of Scripture, the 


Pſalms, of Pſalms, the Penitentials,” of 
Penitentials, this hath worthily 


' obtained the place of Lethon Baſil, Hom. 


cy, and for Uſe and Comfort, ?* #7 fat-. 

[ were it meet to compare 

things, which arc in their own nature S#per- 
lative | of Super-excellency in the Church 
of God : And that juſtly, whether we re- 
eard the Author, the Occaſion, the Subjec, 
or the End of it. The Author was David, 
FEE, a Prophet, a Penitent Sinners -every 
L 3 way 
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way great; great in his Gifts, great in his 
Perſon and Place, and greatly ' Beloved : great 
in his Fall, and great in his Recovery and 
all to draw tranſgreſſing Greatneſs unto imi- 
tation 3 either by Watchfulneſſ to prevent, or 
by Penitency , to recover themſelves out of 
Satan's: ſnares. The Occoſion, was his too 
foo-long departufe from God, in that great 
and preſumptuous Sin. againſt the Lord, in 
the matter of Uriah, being at the Leagucr of 
Rabheh; David.violated the Chaſtity of Bath: 
» ſheba his Wife, | whoſoever dareth the De- 
She ' vil by. Idleneſs, ſhall ſurely 


Ocium oft prin- þ« tempted by him to ſome 


C1119 male fa- 


ciendi, Baſil-Hex, forbidden Employment. | 
Þ | She- conceived 3 . he labours 
fo hide it, as faſt as ſhe by growth did diſco: 
verit by ſending tor Uriah home, ' that {0 
he might be deem'd the Father of that Adul- 
terous Iſſue: This not ſucceeding | altho 
he. had added the firength of Wine to his 
command,. to make him at once forgetful 
and inordinate; | he-'gives way to another 
bloody Project : . For commonly, Sin goeth 
not without company ( being like. the- Sea, 
the end of one Wave is the beginning of ano» 
ther or like the Circles in-a Pond, one be- 
gets another: And as in a caſe of Stairs, one 
.K a ſtep to another; ſo every Sin is a Staix 
"to help up-to higher -and worſe Sins). And 
that: was. to. ſend hin back with Letters 
drawn. by David's Pen, to the General Jeb 
haut +» 1-4; | $1 T3007 tnat. 
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that he might under ſome Warlike Adven- 
ture, place him in the way of Death ſo to 
free David, as he deceitfully thought, both 
from Uriah's preſence, and his Blood, while 
he was taken out of the way by the Sword 
of the Children of Aumon z Not 1, but they 
have done it. Which being done, David mar- 
ried Bathſheba, thinking that way to cloak 
his Sin, and fo all was huſht and quiet on 


David's fide: But the Thunder-clap is yet 
behind 3 The thing that David had done, diſ- 


pleaſed, the Lord, God loved David, and 


therefore hated his Sin, and would not ſuffer 
it by concealment ( like a dangerous Sore ) 
to felterz but ſends Nathan to take away the _ 
evil that blinded him, and to allure him by* 

a borrowed ſpeech into the Wilderneſs, that 
there he might ſpeak, wnto his Heart; to open 
what Sin had ſhut, to cleanſe what Sin had 
defiled, to foften 'what Sin had hardened, 


and to bring him to ſome ſatisfaction, and 


tat by way of publick Confeſhon, and as 
it were to do open Penance' in a white 
Sheet. 

The Swbjed is an expreſſion of Evangeli- 
cal Sorrow, or the language of: a melting 
Heart, breathing out a compaſhonate La- 
mentation, after Pardon deſired, obtained, 
and ſealed. The cauſe of fear was paſt, 
Nathan had declaratively removed it upon his 
acknowledgment 3 The Lord hath put away 
thy Sin, thou ſhalt not die. God had put aw - 
L 4 bis 
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his Sin from before him, becauſe he loyed 
- David; but David could not forget his'Sin, 
becauſe he loved the Lord. Love maketh 
God forget it, and the Sinner to remember. 
it : David's love to God, o freely forgiving 
ſach. hainops Sins, did increaſe daily, and 
with this love his forrow. grew , that he 
ſhould fo ill requite the Laurd 3 the thought 
of it carried him more and more into God's 
Preſence, whoſe Purity and Brightneſs meet- 
"ing with:the light of - David s Conſcience, 
repreſented/his Sin more clearly, as ever before 
him. . When he conſidered what God had 
done for him, and what he had now done 
againſt the Lord, moving common. Enemies 
to blaſpheme, he was even aſhamed and con- 
founded, ſo Plaxet-ſiruck he was, that he 

Giles a could-not, durſt not lift up 
Tacits ſudw? his Face, he is at the Met 

| Aiven, 7 dian, Zenith, Vertical Point 
| of Shame, he-'could not 

mount higher. The End, why it was penn'd 
and publiſhed was, partly in reſpe& of him- 


felf, to get further aſſurance of God's re- 


promiſed Favour in his own apprehenſion ; 
and: partly, with reference to others, to leave 
a ground of encouragement for poor Souls that 
fall after Eaptiſm (agaipſt that Spirit-quench- 
ing Doctrine of the Novatians, who leave no 
xoom for pardon. of Sin after Baptiftm ) or 
Repentance,. to afſure them it 15 potſble they 
may be torgiven: and rc(ceived: into Favour 3 
. | as 
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25 alſo, to leave a pattern of Penitency to all 
Poſterity : After” grievous falls, even. into 

ſumptugus Sins, it is poſſible Men may 
[eraiſer, return'd, and entertain'd z but it 
muſt be done thus, after the pattern ſhewed 
ws in this Moxnt 3 fuch Sins will be ever be- 
fore them, in Memory and Dereſtation, and-: 
the burden will be intollerable 3 fo that they 
will often cry out with David, My Sins are 
wer before me ! 

. The meaning may be thus unfolded 3 as 
if David had ſaid, and enlarged himſelt after 
this manner : 

' Firſt, Tam mindful of my Fault, as if j in; 
were Written upon every Wall; God hath” 
forgiven rhe Gzilt, that it ſhould not redound 
to Condemnation : but my Conſcience cannot 
kt go the Memory of that I haye done; in 
the Day-timeT think of it, and in the Night 
[dream of it as my Book itis when reade, 
and as an Image when I pray, ( ever before 
me) while I am alone, it doth accompany 
me, and when I am in Company, the thought 
of it doth not forſake me: Whither-ſoever 
lgo, that woful Story is {ttt preſented with 
all the aggravaring Circymltances : Bathſheh2 
dehled,” Uriah ſlain, a harnilcf5 Sacrifice, and 
both by David, a Man called from the Sheep- 
hook 'to the: Scepter, raifcd to higheli Dig. 
tity out of deep Obfecurity , and honoured 
with ſuch a 'S: yie, as never any Man had : 
Oh Irpratitnde ! Shall nor all Men in: all 


Agcs 
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Ages, cry out upon David,. that he ſhould Na 
far forget God, as to leave, his own, many ſud 
of his own, and to take oo ic 
Lamb to dreſs for, his Stranger?. Oh fearful! ſow: 
Theſe or the like are my thoughts by Day, ct 
and no other are my conceits. by Night; mY | 
Company I am alone, and while I am along ft 
T have theſe Companions, My Sins are eu fan: 
before me !  .. Ins 
Secondly, 1 am wonderfully: troubled. a» 
bout it. For me-thinks mine Eyes and Ears fit 
have noother Object I ſee my Sins in that Þ 
order as they were ated; Idlenefs firli, but 
followed with Adzltery, tirſt of the Eye, next It 
of the Mind, and laſtly of the Body 3 Adw 
zery is attended by Drunkenneſs-active (be 
made Uriah drunk) and that Drunkennek 
by Murther. See the Bead-roll, viz. Idleneſs 
Adultery, Drunkenneſi, and Murther, and heats Þ 
ken to the cry of them, one anſwering ano 
ther, but all are againſt David; onc was 0c- 
. cafhoned by another, and the former full 
"-" puniſhcd in the latter: Many and fearful they Þ 
2re, more hideous than Hell, purſuing me 
like ſo many Furies into every place, as, of 
the whole Army, accuſing me of Negligence 
and Security 3 of Bathſheba, bewailing the 
fiain of her own Body, and her Husband 
Bed; of Uriab's Blood calling from the 
Ground for vengeance 3 of all my Subjects, Jn 
brought in danger' by their Prince's Folly I 
yea, of all the Birds in the Air, whiſtling I” 
| David's 
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n David's Crime on every Tree3 of Heayen 
, nd Earth, groaning under the burden of 
ich a Report, That David, a Man after God's 
; wn Heart, fo beloved and a1vanced, ſhould 
F, e thus fouly overtaken 3 and Jaltly, of Tefus 
n {Ct iſt, ſhewing his Wounds rub'd up afreſh 
5 
x 


Wy theſe Abominations of mine : What Ear 
an endure, or Heart hold to fee and hear his 
fins thus ſet in-order before him ? 
Thirdly, Lam horribly afraid, not ſo much 
if Damnation ( God hath graciouſly put a- 
my'Sin, I know I ſhall not die) as of the 
y face-of Sin at firſt it was not appre- 
tended by me, (I little thought of what I 
ww feel )- but now it is preſented to me in 
we Colours, black as Hell, bitter as Gall, 
md more heavy than Mountains 3 the plea- 
lve was ſmall and paſt, but the bitterneſs 
gpreſent, and doth far exceed 3 it was mo- 
mentany that delighted me, but laſting that .. 
rexeth me : I am aſhamed of every paſſage, * 
that I, knowing ſo much, and protfeſling the 
ey Jantrary, ſhould be fo fooliſh and forgetful; 
ne inſt, to perpetrate the Act, then to cover jt 
of Fyith Fig leaves 3 as it any Perſon, . Thing, 
ce JnAq, could be hid by any means from this 
he Imght Eye of the Word ? Well may God be 
's ld from me, but I can never be hid from 
he Yd 3 AU things are naked and open to him. 
ts, Jindeceeiveth moſt when it promiſeth moſt, 
y3 Jud bringeth.a Curſe with us ſweeteſt Mor- 


ng i | els, 
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Aurum Tho- els; being like that 


wit 


loſanum. which ever brought deſtrugiQor 
on to the Owners of it. 


like that Horſe which had all perfeRions that 


could be named, belonging ff 


Of Cn. Ce- an Horſe, for ature, featur 


; = colour, ſtrength, limbs , cons$t 


lineſs z but withal, the Owng 


of him was ſure to die an unhappy death 


This is the miſery of Sin, how pogo} | 


fitable, or advantagious ſoever it may 

to be unto Fleſh and Blood, it hath always 
Calamity in the end,/ it eveyx expires i 
"Trouble. 


Fourthly, T acknowledg all, not confuſh x 


ly, as before, through the light of Conſe (WF 
ence, but diftindly,and feelingly, by the Light 1 


of God's Word, cloting with the light 
Conſcience. All this while I went about 


to pleaſe my felf, but now I find by welulf$! 
experience, that the things which I haveſſ® 


done,diſpleaſe the Lord 3 and theretore now; 
I defire my Repentance may be anſwerableÞ 


to my Sin, ( #.e. ) multiplied, and ever bwF 


fore me 3 that others may hear and learn by 


my example, how deceitful Sin is, taking 


_ away from Men, what it promiſeth to bring t 


viz, Pleaſure and Contentment 3 and 


one pleaſing fight or touch it preſents, ity 


preſents an ugly face for ever after. 'O that 


' Men were Wiſe aforchand , or *would'beÞ# 
warned by my Example , thus tormented k 


with 
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gith the ſight and thought of former Sins, to 
-onſider what Sin will do, cither ſooner or la- 
when it is once committed 3 as it is im- 
d in this ſhort Sentence, a part of David's 
Confeſſion, viz. My Sin is ever before me ! 
The ſum whereof may be compriſed and 
meſented in theſe two Poſitions, viz. 
| Firſt, That Sin once committed, will be often 
| ſented. | 
Secondly, That whoſoever is thus mindful of 
lin and trouþled about it, to bim it is a good fign 
the Pardon of it. 
Firſt, That Sin once committed, will be often 
ſented, The A is ſoon palt,but the Guilt, 
kmains more firm. Before Repentance, For-" 
gifulneſs may cover it, but after, nothing 
xn hide it. Although a Perſon ſhould be 
ling, yet Conſcience will not ſuffer it to 
out of ſight : It is ſo bitter to the taſte, ſo 
ly to the fight, and ſo heavy a burden to a 
mder awakened Conſcience, that it will not 
*Bahily out ot Memory again: and for any thing 
$ known to the contrary, this was true of 
dnid to his dying Day, though not always 
pike for Degrees, If you do not well, Sir 
th at the Door, Gen. 4.7- The preſence 
:ng;$ad conſcience of Sin, like a bawling Ban- 
Ig, will be ever Barking at you when 
it 8% go out, and when you go in, it is ready 
0 fill your Ears with terrifying Clamours. 
'be{yore fin againſt the Lord, be ſure your Sin .. 
l find you out, Numb. 32. 23. both by way. * 
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of Manifeſtation and Vindication as it did 
our firſt -Parents , Righteous Fob , Zealous 
Pal, ( 1 Tim. 1.43. I was a Perſecntoy, ; 
Blaſphemer, Injurious, theſe were always be 
fore him, after his Eyes were once” opened) 
and Religous Auſtin, as his Confefions dg 
abundantly teſtifie. All theſe cried out, as 
David did, My Sins are ever before me. | 
Man complains of one Sin, and that of ang. 
ther,. according to the nature of the Sin and 
meaſure of delight taken in Commithon; 
Much delight, argueth much conſent of the 
Will, and great Sins do trouble greatly 
they appear as it were in Battcl Array, and 
compaſs a Man about, till they make him 
cry out, Wretched Man that I am! I was ans 
cetved in Sin, enough to have ſunk me to the 
loweſt Hell, and yet I have not ceafcd daily 
to add unto it, by a wilful omiſſion of Dis 
ties, and a greedic commithon of foul Enor-Y- 
mities 3 I have been Ignorant and Idle Iflif 
have been addicted to Drunkennefs , Un-lbn 
cleanneſs, Murther , and Lying, to Pride en 
Covetouſneſs, and Swearing , to- Sacrilege, Ut 
Bribery, with an infinite more 3 befides thoſe Ft 
inward Sins of a more Spiritual Nature, as lif 
Infidelity , Idolatry , Impenitency ,. Hypor fine 
crifie, Vain-Glory, Covetouſneſs, &c. Once 1 
they appeared but Toys and tricks of Youth, ſal 
but now the leaſt of them, ſeems heavietſheſ 
than Weight it ſelf: This Conſcience awake fjnt 
ned, and fet on work by Juttice, brings MſMer 
| ; many} 
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tmany Bills of Account, ſome of long ftand- 
ivg, others lately entred 3 happy is he that 
can over-look them without Horror and De- 
hight. It is a great work of the Spirit, and 
doth argue a mighty work of Grace, to ſtand 
before the ſight of Sin without horror for -:- 
t, or delight in itz as It was with David 
here: otherwiſe it will fall out, that upon 
wery preſentation of Sin, we ſhould either 
turn again to a@ it a-new, at leaſt in Spe- 
lation, or fink under it: For commonly, 
if it appear not delightful, it appeareth very 
HE 

'For the further opening and illuſtrating of 
this Poirit, it may not be unprofitable to 
nquire, after the Time when, the Grounds 
whereupon, and the Ends why, Sin -once 
wmmitted, ſhould be ſooften preſented to the 
the Penitent ? 

» Firſt, The Time when is either in our 

3 THlife and Health, or at the hour of Death ; 
In- Yometimes, and to ſome Perſons it is pre- 
dey ltnted in both : To all thoſe living under 
ge, filie Means and Covenant of Grace, commonly 
ole Fihe Lord cauſeth it to be preſented in their 

, 8Flife and Heal, at one time or other, by 
po- lime means or others either by the Miniſtry | 
ne if the Word 3 ſo the Law preſents it, and © 
uth; Rakes Men mourn out of feat 3 the Goſpel 
vietireſents it and caufeth more kindly Grief -: 
ak& Ft of - Love or elſe by the Tongues of 
s Men, our Neighbours 3 and they our Chri- 
any {tian 
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-Not carrying their "Teeth. in; their Tongus, 


Life and became Tempe- fords Nourithment, 
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ſian Friends, who do it privately in Jaw 


nor bite whilſt they ſpeak, not leaving a ihr 
-upon their. Perſons, when they are endgh- 
vouring to heal a Wound in their Brethren 
Adions: And ſuch reprehenſfion ſhould: he 
ever well taken, yea, , the Gracious will, ay, 
Let the Righteous ſmite me: Or by our Ene 
mies in anger. As Angnſiin reports of hisMg 
DEE R INES ther Monica, that he. 
* 4 young Maid, for- Sin was ſet beforehs 


merly ber Partner im 3 yo 
rept. Big fell at Variance by a Servant Maid; 


with her, and ( as Ma- and as Shimei. dealt 
lice , when fhe ſhoots, with David, Thus 4 
draws her Arrows 10 the Man may gain by a 
hirad) called her Toſspot Enemy, os Poiſon urs 


and Drunkard, whereup- 
ox Monica reformed her . to {ome Creatures ab 


rate. Thus bitter Tawnts Ac Telephus his Im oak 


metimes make whole- 
fo: Phyſich, when God DUDE Was open'd by 
{anFifies wnts us the ma. the Dart of an, Ene 
tice of our Enemies ro my, which was in» 


Serformt the office of good ' 
Pa Sa _=_ J his tended for, his hurt 


Holy State, in the Life And, as they ſay,thoſe 
of Monica. _ Roſes are {weeteſt 
5... ,. ..-.-. , which grow neaguat 
Garlick; ſo the nearneſs of an Enemy makes) 
a good Man better. For both Friends.and i 
Enemies, the Lord makcs uſe of to ſet, 
Sins in order before us. According to. lac 
an Heathen, though no-Heathgne ly 
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havi..e faithful Friend to inftrutt bim, of 4 
watchful Enemy..to corredt him. - Exclude not 
the good uſe of . many exeellent Diſcourſes 
ſent abroad for this end.- By reading whit. 
znother ſpeaks, a Man miay by reflexion ob-' 
ſerve and leatn, what himſelf hath. been, and 
what he is for-the preſent. So fot the time 
of Life. * And thert for .the hour of Death 3 
pin and. fear: do tit up- Conſcience to call 
xck and preſent Sin to the Sinner's Eye 3 
God withdraws the Vail, and gives the Sin- 
her penitent, once more a -full. view- of his 
own Fruits, that they may be as much loath- 
&d, as ever they were lovgd 3 nay, he-pers 
nitteth Satan ſometimes to come after and 
bew his black Claws, to joyn with Sin, and 
to ſecond theſe accuſing Cries z whereby the . 
it loguiſhing. Spirits of a poor Penitent ( who ' 
& may not live, and yet dares not die) 
by Yue much moved and affrighted, to the aſfto- 
«* Fiiſhment of unexperienced beholders. - This 
n+ Ysa heavy Conflict, for ſuch as have endured 
ut; he heat of the Day, in the cloſe, when they 
gfe Fought all Enemies had been overcome and 
teſt Flibdued, to meet with ſuch. an Aſſault 3 and 
NO Fiet it may he ſo. order'd in great Love and... 
lexcy :. Either becauſe they had not ſeen it 
nd Bight before, or that now. they -might take 
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a Fleir farewel of it, never. to ſee jt more- 
$8fkd fo truly gracious Souls have their Joy: 
$7" g8d Happineſs. encreaſed thereby 3 ( were 
vhs is remembred, it would prove a comfort 
hav M to 
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to thoſe, whoſe Religious Friends do often 
"Ag their Days. in. fuck difire(s ).' For 

coming fo - immediately from the. fi aht of 
luch- an ugly Qbj:&, to: the Tatmiting and' 
Frujtion of fuch Beauty as 1s in Chrift; the Vj= 


of is-more beatifigal ; To. paſs from the pre= 


nee of-Sin, into the preſence of God, 'doh 
" —_— wavyiſh the Soul with Ceeleſtiat Joy, 
God in Chriſt will excel in Beauty and Glory 
tp that, Man's Eye and Appachention, who 
Hh lately ſeen the finfulnefs of Sin.' Ag 
the; $gn-.is neyer more glorious, than al 
It it breaks out of a black. Cloud, ſo the Gloyy 
VE will ce qpatnly be more admirable 
ayely w_ Gol, Ir whom Sin hath ap- 
FP —_ exceedin 
Now, if it _= +» theſe two: Days, 
and. if 16 be not preſented to be feen and 
loathed ia one of thoſe Hours, then it will 
be preſented at the:'Gneat-Day ( which is 
emphatigally called the Day of Diſcovery, 
I Cop. 3+.1:3.) in tilnets. of Homor, and: in- 
evitable, Bury : When: the Curtain ſhall! be 
Fae alide, and all the ſecrets of the World 
diſcovered; and every; Man ce the actions of- 
tys Lite 25 upon. a piece of Tapeſtry ſpread 
befoxe his Eyes, appearing as fo many Thos 
and. Vencmous: Beaſtsz and no Mercy t6 be 
ſhewed,: no- Grace: to; be offer d; when no 
Petitiogs; with be xeccived, nor any Void 


heard, byt, Ga ye: Curſed into. everlaſting: Fines 
Ay may Þe gather & from divers paſſages 'd 
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& (163) 
facred Scripture, viz. Pſal. 50. 21. Matth, 
7. 22, 23, 25, 41. Hoedie, hodie panitentie 
lews, faith St. Amgnſtin. To day there is 
room for Repentance. 3 you muſt repent now,” 
or periſh then.If the Tap be nat now thaw'd, 


I it may be frozen for ever. Hell vomiteth 


our higheſt deſires,and will afford no felicities. 


Happy is he whoſe Sins ate ever before him 


kerein a grieved memory, they ſhall never þe 
et before him there 3 if they vex thee nowas a. 
bathed burden, they ſhall not torment, thee ' 
then : The Sins which ye have ſeen to Day, 
x ſhall ſee them again no mire for ever, _ 
Secondly, The Groun | whercupon this 
truth refteth, are ſuch as follow, viz. _ _. 
I. That inviolable dependency which all, 
&s and concluſions have upon their own * 
Cauſes and Principles whence they flow. Ads, 
Powers, and Habits, are unſeparable from 
the Perſon, as: they are one from another. 
kvrery Agent is and ſhall be attended with its 
wn Works the Dead 3n the Pong are bleſſed, 
ad their Works follow them. The Ox kpnoweth his 
Owner, and the Aſs bis Maſter's Crib. Sin lieth at 
the Sinner's door, and will acknowledg ng 6-, 
ther Maſter. What is once done cannot be un-' 
lone. No Power can recal it from being. Only , 


| Hipenitent ſight of Sin, may hide it from the * 


lpht of Juſtice, and Mercy can recal it from 
ting imputed. An a& contxaGting Guil 


t; 
{nay paſs from a Perſon, and yet not redound . 


won tae Perſon, by a ſupernatural inter- * 
M 2 poſition 
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poſition of fatisfying Merit. Chriſt mij 
come between and ftay his Couffe, or elſe Sin 
_ would not only be ſet before us, but even api 
*11s in full Guilt and Weight,and that for ever, 
\. 2, The natute of the Soul in her retain- 
ihg Faculties, is another Ground 3 whereby 
{be is neceſſarily enabled by reflexion. to te- 
"cal, to ſee and judg all her own paſt Actiang, 
This is eſſential, and therefore it is, that 
ſuch Power and Impreflions do remain ijn- 
ſeparated, cither to puniſh or chear thetn, by 
'theremembrance of things paſt, To which 
you may adjoyn the ofhce of Conſcience; 
. Which 1 is to bear witneſs, and accuſe or ex- 

*,cuſe,. according to Demerit. A guilty Cons 
ſcience, we uſe to ſay, ( and more ay, than 
-fome are aware of what they ſay) isas a thow 
Tand'Witneſſes. It will tell us all that we 
-have done for many Years ago, and- preſent 
us with all the Follies of our Youth. This 6 
© the Book wherein Men may read their own 
Hiſtory and Doom, | both what they have 
| Lone and what they have deſerved. There 
* are two Rulesz the one is God's Word. 
which pointeth out both Eſtates; and, the 
_ other 1s every Man's Conſcience, which is 


” privy to the frame and ſtanding of his Heart, 


and which of thefe Eſtates is his. As long 
then, as there is ſuch a Soul with us, endow- 
£d with ſach admirable Faculties, viz. Un- 
: derſtanding, Memory, and Conſcience 3. { 


 Johg will Sin be before us3 if we 04,ce by 
evi 
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evil, we ſhall hear of it ever after, till San-- 
Gihcation be perfect, and Grace' be crowned 
with Glory. a . 

' 3+ The Order of Divine Juſtice, requiring , 
ſome proportion between the pleaſure taken * 
in Sin," and the vexation for it after. ' - Beau- 
tiful it appeared in coming, but ugly and 
deformed in going : ſweet it was in the 

and 'act, but bitter in ,the cloſe 3 like Hony 
which is very ſweet, but begets moſt bitter 
Choller : Or as Clandins his Muſhrom; which 
yas plcaſant but poyſonful. How'much ſhe 
hath glorified ber ſelf,” and lived deliciouſly, ſo 
mech torment and ſorrow give her, Rev. 18.7. 
As it ſhall appear hereafter withthe Jmypenitents | 
n Hell, ſuffering by way of Satisfadtions ſo” 
tis here on Earth with ' Penitents, ſuffering 
by way of Correction. ' Intention of delight 
n the a@ of finning, is' juſtly recompenſed 
with extenſion of continued Grief. It will 
ex you long, becauſe it did affe&t you much; 
fin was before you, when it ſhould not, and 
ww it mult be before you, when you would . 
tt, * Juſtice being refuſed in the firſt, will be * 


'Thirdly, The Ends of all this, wherefore a 
ingle Commithon is followed with frequent 
freſentations, -we may cbnceive to be ſuch 
$thele. OB | ad, 
't. To keep the Heart of God's People in a, 
ritual 'frame of Self-denial and Humility,” 
ud that the habitual grace of Repentance 
M 3 IG may 
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may be upheld, and more lively'in exerciſe, 


Iam apt to think that Mr.Fox,(that 
induſtrious preſerver of the Honour of many 


of God's Servants) was obſerved to (ay, That / 


did bim more hurt than his Graces, nothing 
more gbod than his Sins, being ever before him, 
His: Graces through the prevailing power of 


Corruption remaining, were ready to puff him: 


up; and to ſet him in God's room, by (U& 
ſeeking : whilk his Sins kept him down, and 
kept him humble. and meek. Few know 
the benefit of this Combat : It is one of the 
| beſt remedies againſt ſpiritual Pride and Se- 
© curity, to keep the Mind upon Sin, and Sin 
in 'the- Mind, Hence that confident ſpeech 
of: renowned Arwuftin, I dare be bold to 
fay; :that it is good for proud Perſons to fall 
into'fome Sin, Unde fibi diſpliceant, qui jam 
ſibi:placendo ceciderunt, Salubrius enim Petrus 
—_ quendo flevit, quam fibi placuit quats 
pfit, Aug, de Civit. Dei. lib. 14. 
Th thry may be humbled as Peter was, and 
"{o Gaved. 
'. 2... F9 terrific his Adverſaries, and fo to. 
leave them inexcuſable, when the full weight 
of Sin-falls upon them. If the memory of- 
Sin do 1 follow them which have repented 
and are. ipardoned,. how will jt be with the 
Impenitent ? And what ſhall be the end of 
thoſe who obey not the Goſpel ? Cain had his 


- Sin" preſented in the 4 th and Judi 


"in n the evening of his Day 3 to aſſure all Men, 
| chat 
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that they are ſure to hear 6f Sin apain, ether -- 
ſooner or later. | THe 
8. It is to admoniſh all ſorts to be Wiſe 
and Watchful, teſt Sift deceive therty, ' Tt 
cometh: masked, and 'goeth away finoothly, 
as if it would never return 3 and ſay, it were 
{o minded: indeed 3 yet Juſtice will recalir, 
and cauſe. it to be wnvail'd, at fach a tithe, 
when you ſhall have beR leifure to attend: it 
and-look upon it. &s it is with a Serjentit; 
who hath a Warrant to Arteſt a Debtor," but 
ſecing him in the company of many of his 
Friends, who are to fiand up fot hit,- pa 
ſth by, as if he ſaw him not; of mneanlt flo 
ſuch matter againſt him 3 tH] after," witiding 
about, - he: meets him alone and catrieth' him 
away. .So it is here. Sin hath -authori 

( the ftrength of Sin is the Law ) to attachev 

iy Son of Adam, but ſeeing them 'm' the 
height of Carnal Content and Jollity, Eating, 
Drinking, Playing , and 'fearing nothing 3 
while they arc in ſuch delightful and” Sin- 
pleaſing Company, nothing is done 3: Sin is 
not ſeen, Conſcience 'is not diſcharged; all 
is at reſt and quiet 3 till after ſome time, they 
are found alone, withdrawn from their wild 
Companions, into a Sick-bed, or before the 
Judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, then Sin comes fud- 
denly , and-irrefiſtably; like the Philiftines 
upon Sampſon 3 then accoufit muſt be given'ot ,. 
old Scores, and every one muſt beat this own * 
Ko RA M 4 -' © burden, 
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PYTOEn, there is no way-to eſcape, no Bail, 


to be taken. «58 
+ 45 We may conceive it is to perfect Mortih 
fication, and to preyent the, dangerous view 
lence of-Enemies from without. Satan t 
teth, the World allureth, Company entice; 
d bad examples would draw us powerfully 
; «3 tex. them, did not this Image paſt, terrifie 
Wa withhold us by continual Alarms. © Tak 
d,and yield not for. your lives, remember my 
= lg and my Gall; and, like the bunt 
Child, dread the fire, &c. This, Sin ' doth 
not direRtly and by it (elf, but accidentally and 
as It:is over-ruled and ordered by an hiphe 
Hand, ; occaſionally. to humble and ' drive us 
"out of our ſclyes,: that we -may fetch daily 
mare. mortifying Virtue from Chriſt, Thus 
"Light is brought qut of Darkneſs, and Good 
extracted out of Evil. , 
«;o:The Uſe of this Point may be three-fold 
Firſt, To inform - the Judgment of os 
hy | 
- About the deceitfulneſs of Sin. k 
— at firſt pleaſantly, as Judeth to Holo- 
phernes,{( dazling his Eyes with the ſplendor 


of.,Viſage, and charming his Ear with the 


ſpcerneſs of Diſcourſe ) clad with: ſmiling 
circumſtances of Pleaſure, Frofit,-and much 
Content, and after it ſeems to. go away pre- 
ſently, as if it would. neycr xeturn ; And 
may .be reſembled -not untitly to a certain 
vErpenT that hath a —_ win and a pa: 
ant 
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(169) 
ſ&wEſmell, but is a Serpent ill,” and makes * 
uſe of both only to enſnare and kill-: Or to 
the Indian Beaſt, ' which hath the Face of a 
Man, and the body of a Lion, who coun- 
terfeits the found of Flutes to charm Paſſen- 
and then entraps and kills them with a 
tail of the Scorpion : Thus under the ſmiling 
brows of -Sin, may be diſcovered an hun- + 
dred ſnares,” who ſtrangle "while they ſeem 
to embrace. The cup of Hony will end in 
Gall, even the gall of Aſps, Fob 20. 12, 13, 
Ot which Pliny writeth, Thos it 15 their Pot 
on 3 and to this Poiſon is Sin there compa- 
ied : for when an Aſp Ringeth a Man, it 
hath a provoking faculty firit to make him 
kugh, but then caſteth him into a ſleep, till 
the Poiſon by little and little gets to the 
Heart, after which it paineth him more than 
ever it delighted him 3 fo doth Sin. Ir is a 
ditter {weet. Bernard compareth it to the 
Itch, which firſt yieldeth pleaſure, and af- 
terwards ſmart. And St. Auſtin faith, Many 
devour that on Earrh, which they mui digeſt 
in Hell, -where they ſhall have Puniſhment 
without Piry, Miſery without Mercy, Sor- 
tow - without Succour', Torments without 
End.  - Thus as the Andes that have de- 
lighted to make Medals, cauſed the = 
of them to be quite diffexent and contra! 
on. the one tide they graved an Achilles, on 
the other they tigured a Therſiter'; it on one 
pe an _— on the other an Aſp it 
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on one ſide a- Roſe, on the other an Onion; 
The ſame may be obſerved in the Medal 'vf 
Sin'z if you look on the one fide, you ſhall 
fee a Figure intinitly charming, on the other 
an hideous Fury, When therefore thou: art 
making a covenant with Sin, ſay, O Ma 
to thy Soul, as Boaz ſaid to his Kinſman, 
Ruth. 4. 4. What time thou buyeſt it, thou maſt 
bave Ruth with it. , So if thou, wilt have the 
ſweet of Sin, thou muſt have the Curſe with 
itz and let thy Soul anſwer as he doth, No, 
I may not ds it, I ſhall ſpoil a better Inheritance, 
. Follow Ariſtotle's advice, to look upon Pleas 
* ſure going and not. coming. 


Principium dulce eft, ſed finis amoris amars: 
Leta venire Venus, triſtis abire ſolet, 


They leave Horror and Terror . behind them, 
As the Head of the Polypas, which is (weet 
fo the Palat, but after cauſeth troubleſome 
Sleep, and trjghtftul Dreams 3 as Plutarch re- 
poſeeth. At preſenc you only (ce the plea- 
ure, not the torment of Sin... Look upon 
Cain and JFuds, and they will tell thee what 
a Scorpion it will be in thy fide.one time or 
other: That with Orphean Ayrs , and dex+ 
trous Yarbles,. it will lead thee to the flames 

of Hell. | | 
' 2. About the folly of Man to think other- 
wiſe of Sin eithes that God will forget it, 
.or that they ſhall .never ſee it again : Hence 
s it 
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it is that there are ſo many flie and: hy- 
pocritical Perſons” in the. World, that 1a 
bour ta carry all things in 'the Clouds and 
dark Contrivances, that think to: dance in a 
Net, as we ſay, and not be:ſcen; and arc 
ſill very deſperate. Wretches, cloſe Drun- 
kards, Cheaters,. deſpiſers of. that which is 
Good. Well, let them Jook-to-it, and re- 
member the wordy of Mvſes,;.to the Tribes 

of Iſrael, Rewben, and. Ged,. Numb. 32. 23 © 
> ſure your, Sin will fnd you: ot; God is;:. 
ſltice and Memory. it (elt, he eaanot forget, 

wr ( things as they now . ſtand) forgive. 
without ſatisfaction made and applicd, Man* 
s the unhappy Parent of Sin, and muſt ac-* 
kinowledg his own ifue. As ſure then, as 
there is an ever-living God above, and an 
gerlalting Light within a Man, a Soul with 
taining - Faculties and reflecting Power, 
mobled with that. branch of Etergity. | Im+ 
wortality, ] ſo ſuxe will vin return, and the 
ſoul ſhall ſee and acknowledg her own Aci- 
0msz either here to-begin and, continue Evan-.. 
relical ſorrow,ox beregfter,to beget and increaſe” 
Infernal Horrors and Terrors incxprefbble, It: 
Fgreat weakneſs fothink otherwiſe, Believe. 
thoſe that have hagd,; and given. experience of; 
this Truths, who have felt. the. burden; of. 
in, and have. been hunted withiit from place. 
to place, and. could find no. peace nor reſt a 

ong time 3 and. all becauſe Sin Was ever be- 
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fortthem. Happy are thofe who learn wif: 
*- dem from the harms of others. | 
'- Secondly, The afe hereof may tend to re 
form the Life, 'by reproving three ſorts of 
Misbelievers: Though, as Calvin ſaid in one 
of his Books, concerning God's Government 
of the World, I ſuppoſe my Diſcourſe will 


be unwelcome to many, and that becauſe it 
is a ſmart and Tharp rgprehenfion. Men: 
love not the taſte of Wormwood, of Incte- 


pation. But the Diet, though not ſo rooth-' 
ſome, yet is wholeſome 3 this rebuke though 
not ſo pleaſing, yet is ſurely profitable, and 
eſpecially being ſeaſonable and ſuitable. 

And, 1. It reproves ſuch as make a mock 


_ of Sin, Prov. 14:9. Fools make a mock of Sini 


- and drink down Iniquity like Water, ſelling 
themſelves 'to' work Wickedneſs, and F- 


heaping up'Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath: 


As if Sir! were But a Trick of Youth, a Toy, 


a Vapour, a' Bubble, to be ſeen to day, and 


never after 3 as if it were as''ſoon paſt as 
done, and asſhort-liv'd as the Ephemors, that 
lived but' eight Hours, and 'were no more. 
How do ſuch fwarm amongſt us? Have we 
not-our Cains,: that kill their Brethren with 


Envy and-Anger ? Our Nimreds, mighty and: 


cunning Hunters, after the Souls, Bodies, 
and Eliates of Men? 'Our "Eſar*s, that (cl! 
their Birth-right;! all theit hope and right to 


Heaven, for/Carnal Contentment ? Our 4-- 


e»an's, who commit Sacriledg, and ical 
PH Coals 
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Coals from the Altar, to burn up themſelyes 
and Poſterity after them, by appropriating, 
or ſelling the conſecrated Portion? Our 
Ahab's, that covet their Neighbours Vinyards, 
their Places and Goods, to build up their + 
own Houſes higher,though it be with Blood:? 
Our- FezebePs, in many proud and flanting 
Minions, who miſpend their precious time 
in Spotting , Painting , Gaudy-drefling , as 
if they were meer lfimps of Fleſh, or a Body 
without a Soul, having no other Deity but. 
Pleaſure and Ambition, no Idol but their , 
conceited Beauty ? Have we not our ambici- © 
ous Abſolon's, our Politick Achitophels, Vain- 
glorious Herods, whoſe natural inclinations 
xeed from them as flaſhing ſtreaks from a 
loud, tobe inſtantly turned into Lightning ; 
Many a Worldly Demas, who have no other 
God but Self to adore, and therefore con- 
found Elements, and mix Stars with the 
Duſt of the Earth, bring God to ſubmit. to 
the Creature, whereby to attain the end of 
their exorbitant pretentions. And which is 
worſt of all, even in the Lord's Houſe there 
are found Hophni and Phineas, Gebazi and 
Simon Mags, too many dark Lanterns, bligd 
deceitful Guides, whole Feet calt Dirc.,in their 
Mouths; and whoſe Lives are at Sanballat's 
Work, when the Dodrine is, or ſhould be-at 
Nebemiab's, and make- Hebrew of their. Dif- 


{| courſes., reading them backward in - their . 


Praticez whoſe Inconformity pulleth down * 
| more 
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more than they. build? We know the end of 
theſe Men, and yet dare imitate them. Te 
miror Amoni,” quorum faiis imiteris., eorum exiy 
tum non perhorreſcere ,, was the Orator's ſayi 
againſt Amoenixs 3 I wonder, Anthony, thou 
. art not afraid of. the end of thote Men; 
"whoſe deeds thou doft imitate. Time haſt 
eth when' ſuch ſhall feel, what they will not 
now ' believe: When they thall ſce nothing 
but Sin, hear nothing but Devils and yelling 
of damned Ghoſts3 ' remember nothing but 
the vanity of Carnal Pleaſures paſt, and the 
eternity of preſent Wo. O Fools and Mad- 
men; will they then cry out, that we war; 
to'forget God, hate Intiruction, and imitate 
fach wild Wretches, : knowing their end44/ 
"forchand, and fo delightfully ro imbrace this 
deceitful Harlot Six, co our own Ruine, ec. 
But then it will be too late to complain. 

2. Such, who, though they do. not flight 
Sin in it (elf, yer they are thus conceited of 
it, that it will never trouble them after 
Commiſſion. In the A#, they think the beſt 
, and worſt is paſt. TFrucit is, you your ſelves 
* tnay make a-ſhift to forget ic, for a timeto- 
put it out of your fight; and your Neigh 

zurs who once knew, may torget it tor 
ever: But God and your own Conſcience can- 
tiot hnally 3 they may as foon ceaſe to be, as 
to forget to work-according to-their Nature. 
What is not now, may be hereafter. Men 
tofe not theit mght, becauſe they rake _ 
HG that 
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chat time, which other Men ignorantlypre- 
occrerit Regt; 


| The King may lay claim to his-right at any 
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time > forbearance is no acquittance 3. much. 
kſs can any time preſcribe againſt the King © 
of Kings." Becauſe Sentence is not fpeedily exe- 
ted apainſt' an Evikdoer, ſhall we therefore 
conclude thet- it will never be ? The thing . 
s.certain, the ' time free. Some difference*” 
indeed there is between the commiſſion of Sin. 
ad the preſentation of it after 3 Sins are com- 
micted tinge and apart, now one, then ano- 
ther z fluggiſh Tdleneſs in the Morning, ſwi-. 
diſh Drunkennefs at Mid-day, and filthy 
Whoredom at Night 3 the firſt occafioneth . 
the ſecond, and the laft is a Puniſhment of'* 
the former 3 but ( as Vapours that aſcend 
awifibly, come down in Storms and plenti- 
w Showers ) they are preſented altogether, 
(Theſe things, even all theſe tbings haſt thou. 
dre.) As it is with Stewards, their dif- 
wefments are divers, and at divers times, 
ae the Account is brought: in. at once, as 
me; fo it is with Sinners, Jtem for this, Item 
that: Which Multitudes never think of; 
n yet this is one thing that makes Sin fo' 
vy. 
3. Such as put Sin off and will not fee it 3 
ad deal with their Souls as'others do with” 
leir Bodies, who when their Beauty is des ** 
ved; chey deſire to, hide it from themſelves” 
v falfe Glafſts,: and from others by falſe Ex- ? 


cules, 


cuſes.. . If. they are told, theſe. and thi 
your Sins 3 they. will not acknowledg th 
What, am I a Dog, that I ſhould, do fach 
thing ? When as indeed, there is no 

| though he want Reaſon, will do {o.-mudy 


$ 


again(t Reaſon,. as ſome Natural Men thay 
have Reaſon. Yet a private Chriſtian, a lg« 
ving Friend or Neighbour, muſt ,not ſeem; 
to diſlike what they do, fo as to. admoy 
niſh them, though wiſely and Jovingly donez: 
and are like the Nettle, which will ſting; 
though touched never ſo gently: . Miniftay; 
mult not reprove them, then they perſonates 
Magiſtrates rault not puniſh them, for. they 
they are Cruel 3, others muſt not mind thempk: 
their Duty,' for their good, tor then they are; 
Buſic-bodies, intermeddling, wich Mattex; 
that concern them not 3 What have you to da; 
with us ? Are you our Keepers ? Let us along; 
we muſt anſwer for our ſelves, and every Pulſe: 
ſhall ftand on his own bottom, 8c. Like ſitay'd; 
Aﬀſes, they will not be brought Home :. And; 
the more you touch them, like Toads, the, 
more' they ſwellz and like Serpents the; 
more they are meddled with, the more Poix; 
ſon they gather to ſpit out, Go about to: 
cool them, you ſhall but add to their heat, as! 
the Smith's Forg: fries, when cold water.js; 
caſt upon it 3 and as hot water fiirred, calls; Ji 
up the more fume, _ But let them know for; fb 
| all their anger, that Sin will be, preſentedy {6 
either to humble them here, or to 4am & 
. tacm 
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thin hereafter. © 'A Day is cortiig; and it 
wſttncth, wheh you ſhall %'7 all preſen- 
ted at once, and ſhall no avoid that 
ſight 3 when you will think you" ſee nothing 
kut Fire, that you hear nothing but a ſud- 
den tiGife, palling the greateſt clap of horrid 
Thunder, and ſhall chooſe Death rather, if 
it were” poſſible to atinihilation; than Lifg 
with fach an object before you. As it fell \ 
but 'to that uſurping Richard, after the hor- 
tble Marther committed uport his innocent 
Nephews 3 he could teft no whiere, he could 
ke'no where freez 4 tumultuous army of 
Thoughts, ſtruck an Alarm to his Repoſe 

& Fit Bed and Board, Day and Night, alone and 
6 in” company, he thought he (aw arid heard 
[$1 thent 3 when as .in truth-it was his Sin that 
la; ras ever legally before him, and his owri 
ty Conſcience that did purſiic him: And 
Y (iO Fudg Morgan, who gave Sentence 
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n that vertuous pu innocent Lady Fane; 


; Fid'fo much” that he grew Mad ſhortly after; 
be, Jibd fill cried out, Take away the Lady Jane 
w me; and in that Horror ended his Days 

dis; aid wretched Life. As Mr. Speed relates in 
to; the Life of Q. Mary, and Mr. Clark, ih his 
bo ie of the Lady Fane; Aid fo it will be 
vith you here, or hereafter. Tell me then, .. 

Fo it not better to ſee then apart now, when * 
for, x may-xepent and be freed, than' to put 
ey; Im off whto another Day, when you muſk 
mw [it them altogerher,, and fink under na 
N with- 


cm 
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* without "any hope of recovery ? © tonfide 
this, al je thaghs rget God, Iſt | he tear Jou'ln 
pieces, and th 


e none to deliver ! 

Thirdly, The uſe of this Point may be to 
inſtruc the Perſon in'matter of Duty » andfs 
like a well drawn Picture, looks upon MI that 
_ look ppon it. If this be fo, that: Sin one 
© committed will be often preſemed, it prompts 

All, 1. To think thus of Sin 3 When youare 
tempted, remember this Text (ct before you 
here, or eMe you will think of it after toyour 
. Pain, It is momentany and frothy that 'de- 
**-lighteth you in Sin, but it is eternal that will 

vex and torment. you. To Tepent,is to take 

a bitter, though wholeſome Potion, and Ins 

penitency is followed with Damnation. Say 

r_ " paper and do repent, yet your Sin will 

before you, either to grieve and terr 

bo you, as it did Davie, or to allure'you to 

the ſame again, as it did' Awgritin often, 
Eſpecially the ſins of Blood, corporal Vncleat- 

neſs, Apaſtacy after knowledg and profeſſion 

of the Truth, Theſe fink Men either under 

ſenſicſs Sottiſhneſs, or unſupportable Hot- 

' Tor, | Witneſs Cain for the hrit, David for 
the ſecond, and Francis Spira for the third; 

becauſe they ar@ not only Sins bur Scand 

David thought he might have cover'd one* 

with another, Adultery with Murthcr, but} 

hereby they were both augmented and ſeen 

furthcx: Not only he himſelf, brit all Potic-J: 
rity. muſt know it 3 David did that whih|1 
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was right in the Eyes of the: Lord, ſave only 
ihe ka of Uriah 3 That ſtuck in M; ul 
ry, and ſhall in Hgpry. Not becauſe he had” 

never committed, other Sins , but becauſe 
none of the relt were ſo ſcandalous, none ſo 
accented, none ſo butdenſome- to the Con- 
ſcience as theſe, being againſt fo much Light, 
of Nature , of Scripture, and of Humane 
Laws; few. Repenting, none without dith- | 
culty, and many falling into preſumption, ar 
deſpair by them. Under the guilt of any of 
theſe, for the moſt part, Men feel either tgo 
much, or too little 3 either they keez they-® 
{lves out of fight always, when the Con- 
(cience is fared , the Heart hardened, and 
-y are paki feeling, or elſe they are fill pre- 
{nt and ſtaring in the ,face of Conſcience, 
3s it were with the eyes of many Devils, . 
Think of this aforchand, and beware, 1, Q£*. 
Apeſtacy, in whole, or in patt.z becaule it 1s 
hetter never to know the way of Righteouſneſs, 
han to fin againſt Knowledg. 2. Of Muy- 
ther, becauſe Men are made after God's 
+ |.1mage, and ſuch Blood cricth from the Earth, 
for $ till it have hearing : So many drops of Blood, . 
d; lo many Tongues, and every drop a Voice © 
; {to cry for Vengeance. Give thens Blood to 
' Bak? for they are worthy, Rey. 16.6. And 
ac Fit is threatned, He that ſheddeth Man's Blood, 
TH by Man his, Blood ſhall be ſhed, Gen. 9.6. _ . 
e- 13+ Of - Adultery, becauſe it brings with jt 
ich] mach guilt and great, ſtain upon the Sofll, 
2 oe 
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- Hoe grant flagitium eſt ſaith Fob 31.11.Thisjg 
an hainous Crime 3 a Wickednecſs witha;wit- 
nels, a Fixe that conſunſſth to deſtruction, 
God will judg it, who ever be ſlack to puniſh 
it, Hear what the Scripture faith of this 
Sin, the hainouſneſs and danger thereot,. as 
a motive toavoid it, Prov. 22.14. 4 Wha 
is a deep Ditch, and he that is abborred of the 
Lord, ſhall fall therein. - David moiled hiny 
{elf in. this deep Pit, and there might have 


fuck in the Mire, had not God drawn high 


-- out by a merciful Violence, and purged-him 
with Hyſop from that abhorred hlth;  Proy, 
6.32,33. Who ſo committeth Adultery wth s 
Woman, lacketh underſtanding he that doth , 
deftroyeth bis own Soul. A Wound and Diſhes 
nour ſhall be get, and bis Reproach ſhall dt be 

.. wiped away. It is not therefore leve peceds 
err, a ſmall Sin, as the Pope's Canonifls 
call it: Divine Juſtice doth not uſe to kill 
Flies'with Beetles. Briefly, it is a Sinthat 

._hurts both Body and Soul, it hurts Men ie 

"Goods, in Name, Poſterityz and will-te 
ever before them, to make them mourn and 

. fay, How have we hated Inſtruction, and out 
Hearts deſpiſed Reproof ? And have not obey- 
cd the Voice of our Teachers? O what 

 letigth and depth of Comfort doth a Map 
41oſe for a little Folly ! not worth the name of 
Pleaſure, becauſe it is brutiſh 3 and brings 
many and heavy burdens indeed a ſtain upr 


.on the Sonl, Fottennefs into the Bones, and 
| a 
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a*blemiſh indelible on the Name. - Who 
would purchaſe that at fo dear arate, which . 
he may have: for nothing ? - Or uſe Violence,” 
where he may have leave affd' a bleſfing too ? 
Run the way of Hell for that Pleaſure, yhich 
they: may enjoy more fully in the right Path 
ind 'Way of Heaven? This Men gonlider 
not, Had David thought of the end, he 
would never have adventured on the begin- 
ting 3 had he thought of ev® ſceing Sin, 
te would have wiſhed he had never feen 
Bathſbebai or that his Eyes had gone alone and , 
left his Heart at horhe 3 then they could ne-* 
yer => brought their Lord into_ ſuch a 
fraighf Remember David and all bis trowbles, 
His ſweet never countervailed his bittec 
Sawce. Bathſheba was a plealing Objed for 
{ time, but Sin is fearful and grievous for 
#er, Luſt -wreſtleth till it bring forth. Sin, 
but Sin groweth and labourethMill it bring 
forth Death. And although the Combat be 
healed, and the Wound healed, yet ſome 
Kars remain. A great deal of preventing 
Sorrow and wholſome Suffering, muſt be un- 
dergone3 reade it in David. The Child that 
was born unto him muſt die. Thamar wasde- 
fled, Ammon murdred, and he himſelt{ turned 
tut of Houſe and Kingdom, by his own Son. 
FIr is a bitter thing to ſon againſt the Lord.) He 
fiſteth athd prayeth, weepeth and figheth, .. 
fying often, or to this effe&t : O. Lord, rex * 
the we not in thine Anger, neither chaſten mg 
N 3 n 
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it thy bot Difpleaſnre ; have Mercy upon me, Oh 
ber jrat- Tek, O Loril beal me, for my 
Bones are vextd. '' 'My Soul is ſore troubled, but 
tho, O Lord, biv% long ? Return, O Lovdy 
deliver yy Soul ,'O fave me for thy Mercy-ſahe 
I wn weary with groaning, all the Night makg I 
my Bed to ſwim; I water my Conch with my: 
Tears," mine Eye is conſumed, becauſe of grief: 
How long — forget me, O Lord, for ever Þ 
How long wit'thou hide thy Face from me'Þ: 
My God, 'my God, by haſt than forſaken me #: 
Why art thou" ſo far from belpmg me, and front 
the words of my Roaring ? *O my God, 1 cryin 
the 'Day-time , but thou heareft not, and in the 
Night-ſexſon and am not. filent; I | 
out like Water, . and all my Bones are ont of joynt, 
my Heart i like 'Wax, it is melted in the midi 
of my Bowels : my ftrength is dried up like:a' 
Pot Jheard,” my Tongue cleaves to the roof of my\ 
Faws :' HaM®\Mercy npon me, O Lord, for I om 
izh trouble; my Eye is conſumed with grief, yeaj| 
ny Soul and my Belly: My Life is ſpent | with 
grief, and my Tears with fighing > my ſtrength 
faileth hecanſt of. my rota, wy Tad 6 Fr 
are conſumed : Make thy Face to ſhine upon thy) 
Servant; fave me. for thy Mercy-ſake. Day and 
Night thy Hand is heavy upon me, my moiſture W 
turned into the drought of Summer, ,. Bleſſed # 
be whoſe Sin is covered, and whoſe Tranſpreſſien\ 
4 forgiven,' O Lord, rebuke me ng in #f 
Wrath, neither chaften me in thine bat Diſpleas' 
Slare : For thine Arrows ſtick; t: jt in me, and 
WE TE ro ns 4 | thy 
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thy Hen preſſeth' me fore: There is. no. ſand - 
neſb in my Fleſh,  becanſe of thine Anger \ nei- 
that 35. ther any reſt in my Bones, | becauſe of my 
Sin; for. mine Iniquities are gone over my Head, 
4 4 beavy Burden, they are too beavy for me. 
E am troubled, I am bowed: down greatly, 1 go 
mourning all the Day long. My Loins are filled 
with @ loathſome Diſeaſe 3 there is no ſonndnlſs 
in my Fleſr, I am feeble, and ſore broken. My 
© Heart penteth, my Strength faileth me; my 
fl groening #5 not hid from thee : Tea, Lord, all 
| ny defire 45. before. theel® + Have mercy wpon me, 
' $2 my God, according to |thy loving Kindueſi.; 
according to the multitude of thy tender Mercies, 
hos out my Tranſgreſſion , waſh me throughly 
from mine Iniquity, and cleanſe me from my fin 
for I ackhnowledg uny Tranſgreſſions, and my Sin 
« ever before me: Purge 'me with H(ſyop, and 1 
ſball be clean , waſh me,and. I ſhall be whiter than 
Snow. - Make me to hear the voice afs, Foy and 
Gladneſs, that the Bones which thou hajt broken , 
way rejuyce. Hide thy: Face from my Sins, and * 
Wlet out. all . mine Iniquities \ create in me a clear 
Heart, O God, and renew a right Spirit with- 
in me. — Caft me not away from thy Preſence, take 
wt . thy Holy Spirit from me. Reſtore unto. me 
the joy of thy Salvation, and uphold me with 
thy, free Spirit : Then-will I teach Tranſgreſſors 
ty I/ays,» and, Sinners. ſhall be converted unto 
thee. 1 remeembred God and was troubled, T 
anplain'd, and my. Spirit was overwhelmed: 
Thar boldeſt mine Eyes Sakin$ > I am ſare trou- 
"7 Rd N44 
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bled that I cannot ſpeak, Wl” the Lord caſt; 
me off for ever,and will be be favourable no more; 
Is bis Mercy clan gone for tver ? Doth bis Pri 
miſe fail. for evermore ? And will be be favox- 
rable no more * Hath God forgotten .to be grack- 
out ? Hath hein anger ſbut wp bis tender Mercies, 
ey h JOSE 

* Stay now, and look back and ſay, Is not 
-.this a great Mourning ? Was not 'David in 
' deep diſtreſs? How- many ways doth the 
takt? What words doth he uſe? Do not 
you ſee a Penitent eceedingly humbled,'a 
Heart: bleeding, a fad and disfigured Face, 
a Body mmade- thin, Sighings redoubled one 
upon another ? Here are Joints pined: away 
with ſadneſs here is a hxed love of Tears; 
the.joyous Harp ' hangs up; and knows no 
more what Songs of Triumph mean he-is 
wholly employed in exprefſing Griets, | He 
dies to all Mortal things of the Earth, and 
being caſt, upon the Sea of Repentance, :he 
makes it to' eccho with 'Groanings,” and cor- 
tinually ſwell with his 'Weepings. ' Andall 
to deſcribe his condition by the preſence of 
his Sins, 'and excite the Divine Compathon 
towards him, Amd it David, penitent Da- 
vid,was thus purſued with the thoughts and 
fight of Sin, if he were ſent, and keptſurh 
a ſtrong Beggar for Mercy all his days; for 
the matter ot Uriah, Oh what will becorht 
.,,6f not of vs, who tin more and defire- lebs, 
who ar: more dhnnifig/ to Tranſgreſs, +and 
7, «a: + Res; . more 
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thpac careleſs in Praying? Where iSotrRhe« 


toriok; Our Fervour, our Sighs, our Tears ** 
Oh, how'faint are our Deſires? How cold 
our Prayers? As it our many Sins were ne-" 
yer before us, or not fearful: to 'us 3as if 
Mercy and Grace were as caſie to got as to 
loſe; or as if Heaven and God's Favuiir would 
fall upon us at laſt, without any labour, 
which colt Dayid fo "much Faſting, ſo many 
Prayers, ſo many Tears in' ſecret ? And yer 
his Faſting, his Prayers,” and Tears could 
not do it, without ſatisfying-Blood applied 
ind pleaded. If it be fo, as we have'pro» 
ved from the Text, then do you your ſelves 
ſet ' Sin before you, be defirous of it; and 
_ while others do'it.. Yea, kiſs that 
and, and praiſe God for that Means where- 
by. it is -done : Attend ' to your: Paſtours, 
bok your ſelves in the Glaſs of the Law, and 
pray with David, ſearch and try me, O Lord, 
ſt my-Sins in order before me now,. that E 
may bewail them, and- thou mayeſt forgive” 
them! Never leave this -endeavour, till you 
|be- 'enabled to ſee and ſay, Wo, and: alas. 
wretched Man that I am, this to difluinienr CG ot, 
what ſhall I ſay or o ? Mine Iniquities have 
\ſepzrated betrveen me and my God. My - Sins 
have bid bis Face from me. ſo that I cannot «ſee 
thim. | The Glory is departed, and th.t bright 
Wren fearfttlly eclipſed towards me. Can I re- 
Hryce wich the joy of other People ? Can I langh 
_- be. merry,. while 'my Sins ave always before 
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7 Can,;T fing the. Lord's Song in- a; firange\. 
Oo L Cl ms no Naomi, x call a 
rah 3, the Lord deals | bitterly with me, yet ds 
ſervedly. Sin hath been my Delight, now iti 
my Torment; I have followed Sin, and. nom 
Sin followeth me: See, do you not ſee my Drun- 
kenneſs here, my Wharedoms there ? my Pride, my 
Hypocrifie , my Covetouſneſs , and.V ain-glory# 
a bundle of blaſphemons Thoughts in one plare, 
and a flying roll of Lyes and Oaths in anothei 
place , ſave me from them, ſweet Jeſw! -4 
wounded l{raclite was healed by looking 7 cn the 
Braſen Serpent: Wounded I am, the ſtings of 
Death. ( all of my own making, for other, Death 
hath none ) do ſtick in me, and compaſs me as 


bout 3 to the Lord Jeſus I look,, unto his Ara 


flie, and there reſolve to reſt, Tet, me thinks 1 
hear, and that all others ſhould hear, Husbands 
accuſing me of Wrong and Tnjuftice, Vixgins and: 
Wives complaining of a Stain brought by meta 
their Beds and Bodies ; my Neighbqurg matters 
ing out my breach of gWedlock, band, yea, all my 
Folly and Prodigality. * What ſhall I ſay 8; Or 
whither ſhall I go?, My Sins arc cvcr before 
me !, Speak no word of comfort, raiſe me not up, 
but rather trample me under Feet, as unſavoury 
Salt ; caſt me out of Company, as unrorthy t0 
live, or breath :. Q ye Heavens, why do. ye- ſhing. 
upon me £ O thou Air, why do'ſt thox refreſh me-2: 


O_ thou Earth, wby do'ſt thow bare me.-up.? It” 
is I that have rebelled againſt our Soveraigh 


Lord i is I that bave play d the Beaſt >, its 
| RO? 
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[4bat -bave: been ſo. ungrateful and forgetful « 


Saul , and weep abundantly , bang 
ſt 45 better ta, loſe the ſence of Seeing by weeping, 
than always 0 ſee: Sin... Reſolve never to look 
dearfully, much leſs to entertain "a thonght of 
ſv t#H thou beareſt Chriſt ſaying to thee, Son 
thee ! | 


<m:s to hand, viz. 


lin, and troubled. about it, to him it is a good <; 


moving this Concluſion, by juſt Conſequence 
ad eatie Deduction, 


q £In Hezekiab, Mary Magdalen, St, Peter, and 
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are ever..before me. \Orayp O my 
wn the 
weep and mourn in deep bit: erneff, 


of good cheex., | thy. Sins: are. forgiven 


| No more of this here, the ſecond Point 


; 2. Dot. That whoſoever is thus mindful of 


n of the pardon. of it, and of his being in thy 
late of Grace. <1 
Multitudes of Scriptures may be;produced 


me are noted -in 
the Margin *, Examples 

o illuſtrate, you have in all _* 2 Gron. 33.124 
the Saints bf God, of whoſe hs A _ Pſal. 
Convertion, and being ina _ Deer oct 
late of Grace, we ought 

tq- be aſſured 3 evidenced to our Faith, by 
the Word recording it, and to. our know/edg 
by this following trouble for and about Sin. 
As in David, here and in many other Pſalms: 


"P25 07, & 32.5. K'38 4. 1ſ4 38.17. Lu4.7, 38, Wat. 
6,ult. 1 7:3:.1.13. AG. 2-43- $16.30» 
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S.Part, the two great Apolſles, the latf&&h 
which was a furious Perſeeutor of Chri 
ty, till ſubdued by the Spirit of Godz and |! 
a Ravening Wolf, was made a Lamb'of the I 
Fold ; with thoſe mentioned inghe Atts of 
the A ping and many others 'of our own 
Knowledg, 'who have '\and do fpeak ouf"of 
experience, and moſt comfortable affurante, 
that it was good for them: that ever / 
were thus troubled 3 and I believe, never 
., any read or heard of any that miſcarried, who 
” once came to this kindly fight of Sin. And 
—_ are two Grounds of this truth. 

Reaſon 1. The Firſt is God's Order, " 
he obſerves in the Converſion of a Perfo tl 
4nd SanQtification of our Natures, by difch- 
vering the Maladies, and ſetting Sin before 
the Eye of that Sinner, whoſe ſafety he &- 
fires and intends. Partly, to ftay him frotfi 
running on further taards Hell; partly, to 
prepare him for the receipt and exerciſe of 
Regenerating Grace, and partly, to keep 
him humble, and weaned from'an immode- 
rate love of Worldly Glory, as from the for- 
mer Diſcourſe will more fully appear. 

Regſon 2. Secondly, The other Reaſpn' is, 
God's: free Promiſes annext 'to the' ſecond 
Covenant, and preſuppoſing this Conditiori, 
Only F aith is the condition of the Covenant; 
but this trozble of Mind is the condition and, [7 


P companion of Faith. As legally confi dered, 
it is a condition Preparative, and preceding 
Faith 
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aith 4 as Fuingelicolly, it is an unſeparable 
n ever following; - Behold ti ſelf- 
me.thing, that. ye ſarrowed after a Gollly ſort, 
bt in you, &c. 2 Cor, 
Faith. is*in us tirſt, in order of, 
Nature at lealt, though Godly ſorrow is apt” 
firſt to.appear > @# ſap and lite are firſt in wg 
Root, yet Buds, Leaves and Fruits firſt di 
cover themſelves in the Branches. The ey ſhall 
ok, upon me whom they have pierced ; f way is 
Faith; for Chriſt crucitied,can be beheld with 
no other Eye 3 and they ſhall mourn for bim, - 
&c. Zech. 12. 10, There is brokenneſs of 
Pirit, Spiritualstroxble reſulting from. it. 
It is an hard queſtion- in Divinity, Whether 
Faith beyno part »of Repen- 
tance ? Which, 1 {ome relolve + $yn02/. prrie, 
thus *: If Repentance ( of . Theolep. FR 32. 
which . this Trouble is a :4* 
branch ) be conſider'd large- 
þ for the whole work»of CSnverſi ion, fo 
aith is compriſed in it; it ſtridtly, ſo it 15 
the cauſe thercof: However, it is apparcnt 
they are nearly allied, they are Siſter- Graces 5 , 
where the former is, there i is the latter alſo. *- 
Reaſon 3. To which, a third Ground may 
te added: When Man approacheth near unto- 
God, he ſecth both himſelf and Sin better : 
in appears to be greater, and himſelf leſſer : 
The Divine Lighe and Purity , reprefents. 
ha as they are in deg, and not as Satan's 
kluits ( Pleaſure and.Protit ) do miſteport : 
As 
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As it is with the Moon, -the further offit i 
from the Sun, the greater it is 3 bue by neat 
approaching, it appears eſſex. It is St. Hue 


fiin's alluſion in one 


is Epiklles. 


Thus 


it is with Man. in reſpe& of God 3 Qub pro 
pius ad Deum accedit Homo, & melius ſentit, 
quzm miſerz fit, & abjefte @nditionis , faith 
» Rivet z The nearer Man'cometh to God, the 
” better he ſeeth his own miſerable Condition: 
According to that of Gregory in his Morals, 
Drnanto miagis interne Divinitatis conſpictunt || 
omnes Santi, tantd magis ſe nihil eſſe cognaſ+ 
cent : When the Saints by Faith come to ap- 
prehend Spiritual Myſteriegy then: they clear. 
ly ſee their own nothingneſs3 that glorious 
Sun diſcovers all their Dult » theytare aſh: 
med of their droppings, when they ftand be. 
fore that Ocean. As the great Doctor of the 
Geztites, who was immediately inſpired by 
the Holy Spirit, avd of great Sarctity, ao i 


- le(s then a 


ubitn ſcorched with Celeſtial £ 


" Ardours, and who pitched his Feet uponthe 
front of the Sun, became moſt vile in his 


own Eyes, when he was carried up neareſt F' 


to God. Such poverty of Spirit, fuch trow 
ble of Mind, ſuch a fight of Sin, is an infal- yg 
lible fign of our Converſion to God, and of 


obtained Pardon. 


' Qbject. It may be objected, May #ot #ffi 
Natural, Unregenerate*Man, ſach as have; noi 
renerang Grace , 'bavels fight of Sin 4 May 
not they be troubled about Sin, and yet never re-J+ 


tzren to, amend and procure Pardon ? 


Anſw. LI 
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:: -Faſw. Doubtleſs they* may not /only ſee 
Sin with ſome trouble and diſtaſte, but alſo 
leave the exerciſe thereof 3- they. may ſee Sin 
and be brought, I fay, to fome trouble about 
it, by the inward light of Natural Conſci- 
ence, by. the aſe of outward means, while 
they live: within the © bounds of a Vifible 
Church 3 by the fear and force of Humane 
Laws, or by ſome heavy Judgment fallimg 
upon them in their Bodies'and Eftates3 all, 
or any of which, may force open their Eyes 
to ſee, and acknowledg their own evil ways 
as it fell out with Pharaoh,who ſighed at every 
Plague, and ſeemed to be willing to turn to 
God : And fo did Ahab, Saxl, and frda. 
Yea, they may go further, to leave ſome Sins, 
at leaſt for a time, as it is probable Herod did 
at St, Fobn's Preaching 3 and yet for all this, 
they may not repent Evangelically, fo as to 
be grieved and throughly changed. But this is 
ial Fit we ſay; No Man in a ſtate of Nature can ſee . 
he Sin, and be troubled about it as Dagid here © 
his Y was. 
elt Y' Vebridius * exceedingly * Aug- refer? Z- 
ole Fhated , de queſtione magns, Ig as _ 
fal- Yſbonfionem brevem , a ſhort | FT” Ft 
| of Bnſwer to a weighty Que = 

Fſtion. A little more therefore to clear this 
8 hand 5 ſee the difference of the ſight of 
Jin that is in Natural Men and Unregenerate, 
9 From that of true Converts, viz. 
f 1} Bit, David's ſorrow proceeded from Love : »; 
ow. hn: When 
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When he conſidered, that God who had Yone 
ſo great things for him, was diſhonoured by 
him, and dilpleaſed with him that his owh 
Heart was made unkt for God's Service, and 
that the common Enemies were occaſicned 
to rejoyce and blaſpheme 3 then he burlt out 
into this ſupplicatory Confeſſion : This was 
the Fountain whence his pchiteotial Teais 
did flow. But thus it is not with any me& 
graceleſs Perſon 3 his ſorrow for Sin is atthe 
beſt from Fear,not from Love. Jxdas had ah 
helliſh ſorrow, a deſperate grief tor Sin > Das 
vid was Evangelical. Againſt thee, thee only 
have I finned. Lo, "there lay the pincheof his 
gricf, in that he had offended fo good a Golls 
that had maintained him, loved, delivered, 
crowned , and redecmed him : Oh, agdinf 
thee, thee only! Such matchleſs Love, mel« 
ting Bowels, ſuch precious Blood of-ſuch# 
Saviour. | He is pricked with the Thorns of 
Chriſt's Crown,. he bled over his: blecding 
Wounds, with the truly forrowful Soul, '& 
ven tares himſelf in pieces, for taring Chrilt's 
Side open. _— 

Secondly, It was free, like Water out of d 
Spring. Fained , forced Grict is nothing 
worth *; it is like that of 
Judas, which was fired out 
+ - of him, as {weet Watcr I 
out of Roſes 3 and ſqueezed out of him, as 
Verjuice is out of-Crabs: But gracious Per- F# 
ſons are Volunteers in their ſorrow 3 which 
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welee praftiſed by David, after he hadnumi- 
beed- the \People, 2 Sam, 24. 10. His.” Heart 
ſmote him, and David ſaid to the Lord, Take 
away the iniquity of thy Servant, for. I bave 
done very: fooliſhly. And a ſhadow hereby we 
find in the example of Epaminondas the The- 
hen General, who the next day after Vidto- 
ry-and (Triumph, went drooping and hang- 
ing-down his Head 3: and being asked why 
he did ſo ? Anſwered, Yeſterday 1. found. my, 
ſelf too much elated with Vain glory, there-" 
fore I corre& my {elf to day. . But a better 
example we have of David, whoſe \Heart 
[mote : him, as before. He was not ſmitten 
by. God's: Hand, or the Prophet's Reproof, 
8 afterwards yet his ſanQtitied Conſcience 
did its Office, that of a faithful Monicors 
his Heart miſgave him. Bee-maſters tell us, 
thoſe are the beſt Hives that make the greateſt 
tviſe : Sure it is, that Heart is: beſt, that 
bffers a: Man not. to. ſleep in Sin. As for Un- 
tgenerate Men, it is not ſo with them. 

- Thirdly, David (aw Sin, and was troubled 
zout+it, as it was Sin, ugly as Hell, .oppo- 
ite to the holy and pure Nature of God, a 
(efacer of. his: Image, and pleaſing only to 
he Devil, God's greateſt Enemy. ' But Na- 
al Men, fee and grieve for Sin, only as it 
k.attended. with: pain, of loſs. and ſenſe. 
ahe away this Plagne, laid Pharaoh, the out- 
ard Scourge, not take away this bard: Heart, . 
te greateſt Plague of all. All trouble like * 
WT O Mercury's 
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Mercury's Influence, is good only it joyned 
with a good, : but bad- if joyned with a bad 
Planct. The Obje&t of .orrow mult be obs 
-* ſerved, and that will hew the nature of it; + 
Fonrthly, David (aw Sin with more hatred, 
indignation, and abomination than ever :-It 
fwelrd like, a Toad: in his Eyes » he {patit 
out' of his Mouth: with utmoſt abhorrency,: 
reſolving to watchy for ever after more cares 
fully all his ways. I confidered my ways (that 
they were not good ) and turned my Feet auth 
thy Teftimony ; T have ( now ) hid thy Wordiin 
my Heart, that I may not fin againſt thee, Tarn 
away mine Eyes from beholding Vanity; and'ſt 
a. wavch before the door of my Lips. Thus 
David tfaw it, and theſe effects followed. $ 
then, that fight of Sin, which I account'an 
infallible conſequent of renewing. Gracd 
uf that none may be miſtaken ) is and multhy 
tunely, Kindly, fully and conſtantly. Timely 
while the Day of Gracc lafteth 3 as Judas faw fe 
Sin when it was too late. Kindly and wik Bio 
lingly, being lcd and kept in view thereok Bi 
by an inward light and: power- of. Gras 
fighting againſt Corruption , and: therebyſhe 
keeping, it till in Memory <lfe, Reprobatts ie 
may and do often fee their Sims there 'byl 
force, driven to it by Judgments, cafkmgout 
thcir.Sins, as. Mariners. do- their-Goods in4 the: 
Storm, withing for them. again ins a Calatv 
Fully it muſi be, ' both for Intention and Ex# 
tenlion 3 for ' the nature of it, it ' wut beſfh 
-- hearty, Jo, 
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hearty, and for the Objed, it ruſt be univers» ,, 
fal. Greater and tefſer Sins, open and ſccrer © 
Evils, the fins of Youth and riper Age 3 all 
muft be bewailed, where one is feen; though 
dl are not alike burdenſome;ſome wound and 
territie more than others, according as there 
was more or lefs delight in commitſhon. 
Adultery and Murther did flaſh moſi in Da» 
wd's Face, bringing along with. ther into 
his mind and fight, even his Birth-ſin. St. 
Aftin was much troubled, for that he brake 
into an Orchard when he was: a Boys 
Simd for that he had ftaied another time, 
t delightfully to behald two Cocks fighting, 
md that but once: So much he: teſtifies in 
bis Confeſſions. And it. fo, how will they 
| be troubled another day, who ſpend many 
days, the moſt of their 'Time, 1n Hunting, 
ock-fighting, Bull, or Bear-bating, turning 

Recreation into Vocation ? How: will th 

bk diſquieted with the fight of Sin, who ro 
ot only Orchards in their School-way, but 
buſes,” not of Men, but of God: as our Ap- 
ors and Simonifts do 3 of whom the Pro- 
tet Malachy complains. The trouble of 0- 
T5, ſhould raiſe ſorne trouble in their 
linds, who are guilty m any kind,” Sin. 
| lhave Trouble. I have read of one, who * 
is a Steward to ſome Gentleman, | or a Fa- 
dr to fome Merchane, that was much af- 
Fed; as for other Sins, ſo for one daſh with 


bs Pw; which-was'done to wrobyg another. 
O 2 The 
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The redoutiding guilt of a ſmall At is hes 
'vy. | Sin receiveth weight from the purity 
and juſtice of God , who forbids it inde 
finitely 3 'not only great Sins, but all Sing 
For if he arm but one Sin againſt us ( which 
Men © may deem little, if not Venial )' that 
little one is eriough to hunt and fink a. Man, 
as far'as it is poſſible for a Creature: to. fall 
' from God. And as it muſt be fully, fo-it 
muſt be conſtantly, This fight of Sin; which 
is nothing but Evangelical Sorrow for Sin, 
following upon the Spiritual, Combat andxe+ 
newed: light 'of Conſcience, is not bounded 
but by Death: More or leſs it continueth du- 
ring Life, and rather increaſeth than decay» 
eth, as Love doth. : It is not ſufficient-t6 
{ce Sin once a Year, (and yet it would be 
better for ſorne then it is, did they go. ſo far) 
as our - Adverſaries require Confeſſion 3 nor ts 
once in our Life, only at Death to caſt an eyeſb1 
upon it, and bid it adieu,, with an O Lord, IC: 
Lord be merciful, and open unto me, (which 
good words and ſeafonable too, are not bly: 
med, . but: the delaying of ſo main a Duty 
till then ): Heaven is not to be had uſually} 
at ſo cheapa rate. Satan ordinarily is not ſolth; 
foon vanquiſhed, nor: Sin ſo eaſily-put off: 
-Whoſoever thinks it ſo calie a matter to re&-Ffin 
Yu and believe, as that. he hath ſeen andÞj 
rrowed: enough for Sin, now he may delalt 
from both; did never ſee nor ſorrow fot ith 
at all. What David here ſaid of himſelf, is; 
| eruch ©, 
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frue of every renewed Heart, more' or leſs, 
during Life, 

My Sin is ever before me,” ©  ( 


' Uſe 1. Theuſe hereof may be, 1: To if 
cover to you a two-fold Error, to be care- 

tully avoided , becauſe common and' dan- 
gerous. 

Firſt, Of the Romaniſts, who in Hhidir Do- 
Arine and Pradtice; do place Sin rather, be- 
fore the Ear of the Confeſſor, than before the 
Eye of the Committer + That the* one muſt 
hear it, is abſolutely neceſſary”, without 
which, there i is no Salyation, that the other 
ſhould ſceit, is not fo 3 at leaft not' {6 much',. 
preſt' by them. Auricilar Confiſſion i is more” 
inſiſted on, than inward Contrition' ; And'Pe- 
nance is too far ſever'd by them' from? Repen- 
tance, Wehear much and often of the one, 
bur .of the other there is too deep a'flence.. 
Confeſſion and SatisfaFion' are ſtrictly lookt 
unto, by ſuchas profeſs their Religion in car- 
neſt, (to give them their due, that nothing 
may be blamed in them, but what'ts blame-' 
worthy ). But Contrition and S andtifieation,” 
his perſonal ſight of Sin, and Evangelical 
borrow for it, are not ſo much urged, neither 
their 'Writings nor Practice, for dught'T: 
an learn. However, Idiſlike not Confeſſion, 
it is a Duty very comfortable and uſeful; the 
abuſe ſet aſide, I could with it more frequent 


" ba us3 but never uſed in publick' or pri- 
O 3 vate, 
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vate, without Contrition : Let the Heart. ag- 
, company the Tongue, elſe it 1s the moſt un» 
"ſavoury piece of Formality that can be. ©, :; 
' Secondly, Of our common People z who 
deem the wayſt of ſuch as axe thus troubled ; 
condenming raſh judgment. iy others, do yer 
paſs the bounds of Charity towards them; 
As if, poor Souls, they only were curſt of 
God, and hated of others,; becauſe they are 
thus purſued, by Sin, and. baited by Satan, 
eſpecially if ,it be on theix Sick-bed. Strange 
it is to hear them cry ont upon profeſſion of 
Religi 
5 Se her followers axe thus affrighted. for 
* their.good. They, will vat, profeſs Religion, 
+ no, not. they ,. nor be tied to frequent the 
Church, to. perfoim Duties in private, bg: 
cauſe ſuch and ſuch are diſixatcd by it > Surg 
they axe out of theix Wits, this.Book-learns 
ing hath. made them Mad, clſe. they would 
never complain and cry. out. ſo, that their 
ins are ever before them. 9, Why, {ay they, axe 
not, we all Sinners, as well as. they ? and ict 
our Sins.nevex trouble us.:, More is the pity, 
and greater 15 their Miſery, Poor Souls, you, 
cannot diſtinguiſh between: trouble fox. Sin, 


and'{enſleſsnels under Sin z, between the defs. 
pfrate ,.pangs of Deſpair, and the genuine 


throws. of ; 2 troubled Mind ; Might you. 
not as truly hav cfaid the ſame of David, St. 
Paul, and all thereſt of God's Saints in ever. 
ry Age, who have paſſed through this Wil- 


deraeſ 


n! as. if Religion were the worle for it, - 


the Righteous. This trouble of Mind being, 


j <4 in everlaſting forgetfulnueſs, 
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derneſs,to Canaan ? But in fo doing, know, 
you diſhonour God, lay a blemith on his 
Work, and often condemn the Generation of 


one of the moſt infallible marks of true Pe-" 
nitency, the Road-way to Heaven for adult 
Perſons, and one of the belt ſigns of this Na- 
ture, that any one can fee in himſelf, or de- 
hire in his Friend, Let my Sins, good Lord, 
be always before me, as David's were : Let al 
thine be ſo diſquieted here, that ſo all. our Sins 
may never come in ſight at that Day, but be buri- 


Trye it is, {ome Men may {uperſtitioufly 
endeavour to make the Way to Heavenar- . 
rower than indeed it is 3 but far more there” 
are, who voluptuouſly endeavour to enlarge 
it, and make it more broad and caſte, than 
God hath made it 3 z without any ſuch fight of 
Sin , or trouble about it 3 crying out; To 
what end ſerveth this waſte? What needeth 
all this ado? Cannot Men be ſaved without 
this fight of Sin, and (orrow for it ? Whe- 
ther they can orno, I will not ſtand to deter- 
mine 3 ſure I am, ordinarily they will not: 
Till they be brought into the Wilderneſs, they -, 
are. intraqable , indociblez therefore the*© 
Lord troubleth them, that they may be wil- 
ling, to be ſaved, To all fuch as think other- 

<5 I ſhould commend theſe tollowing paſ- 
44 of holy Scripture to be confidered, in 
thetw moſt retircd Ls Numb, '32. "a7 
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Gen« 4.7. Pſal. $9. 21,22, Mat. 7.13, 14. 
Phil'5- 13. 1 Pet. 4.18. The Righteous ſhall 
ſcarcely be ſaved : ad preſentis Vite difficultates 
debet referri, 8c. faith a judicious Interpre- 
ter on-that place: .Our Race or Warfare here 
in this World, is like a Voyage by Sea, befer 
and encountred with many Difficulties, 
Rocks, 'Tempeſis, Pirats, open Enemies, 


and- falſe Brethren : Ardua prima vis ft; 


which made St. Paul ſay, —— If by any means, 


. 1 may attain unto the Reſurrefion of the Dead: 
* Aphiwaſe importing difhculty without doubt- 
ting he was perſwaded he ſhould attain it, 
but; not without the uſe: of ſuch means, and” 
after much ſtrugling. What clſe is meant- 
by the Wreſiling of Facob, the Praying and 
' Faſting of David, the Running of Paxl 
the Scruples and Cafes of Conſcience propo-;; 
ſed bythe Saints of God frequently, and in: 
ereat-'variety, when once they begin to be« 
riefit by the Word. Men and Brethren; wha 
ſhall we do ? Sirs, What muſt I do to be ſaved #, 


And the like Complaints are very frequent; 
where the Word hath'awakened them. The! lhe 
Painsand bitter Sufferings of all our renown». 
cd Martyrs, both ' of the Primitive Times, ; flpr 
and in the late Marian-Days, do preach unta:: Wh 
us the \Straight.way : The difficulty of ob- Yi 


taining and keeping a grounded perſuaſion of 


God's. Favour in the tree pardon of all our: 
Sins, through the SatisfaGtion and Interce(s'/ 


tion of Chriſt, The C hugch Militant is a Lilly 
| amorg 
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among Thorns, having Enfnies ever about- 
her, and her Sins always bctore her. Non: 
ot ad altre mollis & terris via, We way not: 
expect to be carried to Bcaven on- Beds of 
Down, but through many Tribzlations not to 
% to Paradiſe through Paradiſe , a Way. 
frowed with Roſes, The Kingdom of Hea- 


Bien ſuffereth Violence ; few arrive in this Har» 


bour without danger and difticulty. Itis not 
ſo cafie a thing to work out Salvation, as moſt-,:: 
deem 3 and yet through Chritt it is cafie toall 
them that receive him. : 
Thirdly, Hereunto may be added, another 
Error, though not ſo common 3 and that is, 
when upon theſe and the like Grounds, Men. 
and Women, .. enough opprelt ; with the 
thought and burden of their tormer Sins,will-- 


+4 Nyet be alway poring upon them, cill at length 
| they are cither intangled with delight-in. them, 


or almoſt overwhelm'd with horror for them. 
There is an excels in this. Men may look: -. 


; Yipon their Sins too much, as upon Chriſt too. * 


little. 'See and conſider the © onſcquence 3. 


+ Bhereby it cometh to paſs, that Men's Hearts 
Rae firaightned and bound up from the due 
| Bpraiſe of God, that they walk heavily, and 
: Ulring an evil report upon the Truth, ( as if >. 
\ Wit were indeed as deſolate and uncomfortable 


1 way, as the Devil 'and his Servants coms- 


* monly eſteem and declare ) pertorming Chri- 


lian Duties conſtantly with grcat unchear-, 
fulneſs3 'when as we know the Lord delights 
F in 
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in a chegrful Scrvant, and threatneth the con- 
trafy. Becauſe x mas ſervedſt not the Lord thy 
. God with joyfulneſt and pladneſs of Heart, for 
*the abundance of all things ; therefore ſhalt thoy 
* ſerve thine Enemies, in Hunger, Thirſt, and Na- 
kednefs, and in want of all things. Deut, 28, 
47,48. Let your Sins be ſet before you, that 


they may humble and drive you, not from 
God, nor from the ſight of God's Grace and 


tree Mercy i in Chrift z but more out of your 


ſelves toward Chriſt : Endeavour to ſee your 
Sins, that you may behold alfo at the ſame 
time, your ſafety trom them in Chrilt 3 and 
let the frequent fight of your Sins be more, 
and-more often accompanicd with Love thay, 
Fear. 


Uſe 2. The ſecond Uſe may be,to ſhew,in 


what caſe they are,whoſe Sins are zever before 


them. The Harp and the Viol, the Tabret and. 


Pipe, and Wine are in their F eaſt, they lie 


on "the Beds of Toory, and ſtretch themſelves on 


their Conches , they eat. the Lambs out of the 
Flock, , and Calves ont of the Stall, they chait 


z0 the ſound of the Viol, and drink their Wine «| 
Bowls, they anoint themſelves with chief Oynt- 
ments, and caſt away Care : Riches, Pleaſure I 
and Honour, with all-the Gay-branches of 
Worldly-plory , are the pleaſing objes of 
their Eyes: They 'cat, drink, and are mer- 
ry, driving all Obj es from theix | Minds, ' 
which may bring < leaſt difgult, and afford | 


the Body all Plcaſurcs, which may preſerve 
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it, in a flouriſhing Health, accompanied with 
Grace,: vigour and vivacity of Senſes 3 but 
for their Sins, they are ever behind them, out 
of ſight, out of mind : but what follows; 
- I which one day they muſt hear, Thow Foot, 
* Y this night thy Soul ſhall betaken from thee, and 
then, © whoſe ſhall all theſe things be ? Suddenly 
 Ythey are cut down, as the Philiftines and Bel- 
| Ebazzar were, and fink into the. Infernal Pit, 
in a moment. Such I mean to reprove. in 
; this Uſe, 
' "PF As continue in any known Sin, after 
t Ediſcovery, or, that ſufficient means' for De- 
tection and Conviction, have been afforded.” 
; |. 2- Asare buſicd in ſetting other Men's Sins 
before them, but not their own. Only 
Wine delight to be muzling in Dung 3 and 
Dogs, we know are pleaſed in licking Sores 
lies paſs over the ſound parts, and if there 
e any raw, they light on them 3 Beetles fly 
over ſweet Flowers, but crcep into Dung; 
uch for condition are thoſe People who are 
ways rubbing on their Neighbour's Sores, 
od {carching the Wounds of others, whilſt 
cir OWN do bleed to Death. Were it not. 
ir other Men's fins, Sin would ſeldom be 
ten, or ſpoken of by {ich 3 this ſetteth be« 
oF fre him the Sins of that, and chat, the Sins' 
.- { this Man: The Covctous Man ſetteth be- 
s, "Fore him ( as odious ) the Sin of the Drun- 
i, rd, and the Druckard the Sin of the Cove- 
ie & Man, and both, the Sins of a third 3 bue 


neither 
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neither ſets before him his own Sins. ''One 
thing morc which is worſe, Too many, as may 
be feared, cficem a chick part of Religion'to 

| find faults abroad, and reproving others 

'-eſpecially Superiours, who are further out of 
their power to redreſs, than.from their Sight 
and Hearing 3 whereby it cometh to paſs, 
that much precious Time is loſt and miſpent, 
pood Conference hindred , and Chriſtian 

eetings fruſirated of their main end. 1 
ſpeak not_this to ſhield common Corrupti- 
ons, and National a bominations from ult 

| Cenſurez nor to debar Men from manifeſt 
ing thcir diſlike of that, whereby God is dif 

-. honourcd, and Religion hindred 3 provieey 

. Men have a Calling thereunto, and pow 

'© with opportunity to do Good. " 

3. Such as cannot endure a ſound plain- 

ſearching Miniliry, no more than Ahab conld 

endure” Micah, Heredias a Fobn Baptift , or 

Feſtw a Paul: Like gaul'd Horſes, they 

cannot endure the rubbing of their Sores. 

Such blunt Fellows, ſay they, preach all 'of 

Righteouſneſs, of Temperance, and of Judg- 

ment to come3 we cannot have a Dalllah, 

nor an Herodiss for them, they will ſer our 

Sins in order before us, as plainly and boldly, 

as ever Nathan did David's, or Chryſoftem Eu- 


doxia's Luxury, and wanton Dancing, ' Biit 
this know, that it theſe kind of Men, Sound, 

Sober, Godly Divincs I mean, be an Eye-f 
fore to you, Sin was never before you, as a 


Burden þ 


od in. do 
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Burden to you 3 nay, ,it was' not ſo.much as 
once in your ſight, except as an obje ob- 
{cured from the Senſe, either by diſproporti- 
on of Diſtance , or diſtemperature of the 
Medizxm, and then upon {uch a confuſed 
pimmering, your ſtudy and endeavour hath 
en, and is, cither with Gehaz# to deny it, 
or with Achan to hide it from the ſight of 0- 
thers, or with Adam and Saul, to extcnuate 
it, or elſe to. be angry with, if not to plot 
Revenge againſt ſuch as did preſent it; like the 
Serpent, which they (ay, the more he is ſtirr'd, 
the-more he gathers up his Poiſon to ſpit at 
thoſe that move him 3 and ſo by degrees you 
kbour to forget it: And how ſoon may a Man . 
forget that, which he. hath neither will, nor © 
delight to remcmber ? But in the Name of 
Chriſt, let me catreat all ſuch to know and 
conſider, | | 
.. Firſt, How grofly the Devil deludes them, 
whillt for a time, he hideth the ugly face of 
Sin from them, cithcer with varicry of Preſi- 
dents, or ſome probability of deluding Pro- 
miſes, as of Pleaſure, Content, and Secrecy; 
when as indeed, there ever followeth abun- 
dance of bitter Diſcontent, and an impoſſi- 
bility of Concealment. As he did of old, (6 
he doth fill, he ſhews the Honey, but hides 
the Gall, offers.tche Roſe, but covers the Pin 


"Jin it. The;Devil deals with Sinngrs, as de- 


ceitful Tradeſmen, who ſhew their Chapmen 


Phe better part of the Cloth, and conceal the 


worſt ; 
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worſt : as the Panther deals with Beaſts; whe 
hides his deformed Head, till his Fweer ſcent 
hath drawn them into-his danger : Till Meri 
| have ſinned, Satan is a Parafite; when they 
=" have ſinned, he'is found a Tyrant. Like a trea- 
cherous Hoſt, though he welcome us into the 
Inn with a ſmiling Countenance,yet he? cut 
our Throats in the Bed. | 
Secondly, How far they are yet from the 
trath of Grace, that were never troubled 
with any ſight of Sin, or fenſe of it. Sor« Ia 
. row through fear, is a preparative for Grace, | 
Se. Auſtin compares it to the Needle that IB # 
draweth in the Thred ; it is fometimes in- It! 
troductory by the bleffing of God, of a more | 6 
excellent Way, Sorrow for Sin through Love; | # 
is a conſequent of Grace, Strangers to both, I'M 
are firangers to'Grace. They are yet in their | 
Sins. $ 
Thirdly What an heavy Judgment this Jr 
dead and benummed Confcience is 3 it never I St 
ſeeth Sin, never grieves for Sin, never pri- | 
zeth Chriſt, but goeth on -in Sin, day after $#! 
day, without feeling weight, or fearing JÞr: 
ſmart. A wild Beati while afleep,. feems Sn 
very tame and gentle, but when awaked; JS 
it begins to thew ir ſelf, by flyingat the Face, ff 
Your Conſciences are now aſleep, but God Þo 
will one day awake them, when they will: 
never again afford you one day or hour of reft; I 
Though for a while you live in Mirth, Cwim I 
in the ſweet waters of Pleaſures, and having Ia 
| deſpiſed 
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Meats, and 


deſpiſed the T;mtmortal Manna, lay out all your 
care to ſtuff your lotrails with corruPptible 

Gon ſcience ktteth you alone : 
{'Fhough you Feaft to day, like Nabal, and 
take your ſelves glad , yet there is an 


Abigail, a Confcience, which to Morrow will . 


tell you of it, and then your Hearts will die 


within you, and be like Stones, as cold pa 


us heavy 


as a Stone within you. This, O 
Siriner, like a Snake ſhall hiſs in thy Bofom, 


and bray thee like a Fool in a Morter, as it 


- {were with a Peſtel, and beat and diftrefs thee 
: This isthe Moth that gctteth into 
. *IF hen thou with re- 
# I bukes do®ſt corre? Man for Iniquity, thou makeft 
be Beauty to conſume away , like as when a' 


39. IT. 
r {vill make thy Face gather blackneſs, and thy 


for ever. 
the Cloth ant eatcrh it. 


Moth fretteth 4 Garment. Pal, 


This 


i 


$pirit be overwhe)m'd for evermore, This is , 
g [unavoidable to all that live and continue in'” 


x I Sin,” without a fight and trouble for it. 
| That che Lord will one day ſet 


' Fourthly, 


- 

iy Nall their Sins in order before them, in their 
& {proper Colours, both tor number and nature ; 
15 
d 


Sins of Infancy, Youth, and riper Years 
tins of commitlion, and careleſs omiffion 3 
eſpecially prefumptuous Sins, and thofe of 
itive Intidelity , Impenitency, unthank= 
Inefs for Chriſt, and unfruitfulneſs wnder 
Wthe Means 3 all theſe will. come upon ther 
" rogerher, crying, out, that all the W 
and know; we are yiers, an 


"7 
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vaſt own us when there will be neither 

to eſcape, nor time to plead. WFhoſo, is wi p 
confider theſe things, and he ſhall xnderftand:mn | de 
conclude it far better, to ſee Sin, now, than | yy 
 bereafter ; now, while it pay be pardoned, F4 
.rather than hereafter when it muſt be pus [pp 
"niſhed. - ISit 


'&. 
- 


| s 
| Uſe 3. Thirdly, What Comfort and Ens flo 
couragement may this Diſcourſe afford to all Jy 
in, David's Caſe. They have finned grie« kn 
vouſly, and their Sins are ever before them; hot 
now, not ſo much out of Fear, as out of Love, flur 
not by conſiraint but willingly. They may flo 
be aſſured, and ought to be perſwaded off ful 
their being in a fiate of Grace 3 although lta 
many of them cannot quiet their Hearts to tt: 
believe it. Their manncr is, to frequent;{@n;fhr 
litary Places, tobe alone, to meditate of. theillos 
Lord's Holineſs and Goodneſs, ever. and ar;ſhot 
non reflecting with deteſtation upon their þ 
own actual Sins, and habitual Uncleanneſs3; 
then they complain, ſigh, and cry, as:ifÞ@t 
there were no hope of ſafety for them. 
What, ſay they, can ſuch as we be pardoned hes 
and ſaved? We, that have committed ſuch If 1 
Sins, abuſed ſuch Mercies, and trampled un» 
der feet ſuch great Salvation ! We,. that have. 
ſuch hard Hearts, impure Natures, Eyes full of 
Adultery, every obje& yielding fewel to this 
Fire 3 and. are daily followed with the me» 
mory of ſo many Sins ! Whoſe thaughts,by Si» 


——_ 
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De? Fand' dreams ' by Night, are fufficient 
c s of a curſed diſpoſition ? That can 
do\nothing but Sin, Day nor Night ? O hea> 
Cafe! O wretched dition! Who ſhall 
liver ? Or,. who can perſuade us that'it is 
potſhble ? &e. When indeed, this. fight of 
Sin, and trouble for it, is one ground of 
\ YHope, a mark of Grace, and afruit of God's , 
» ILove. | Come therefore Jet xs reaſon-togetherz of 
Lilky the worſt againſt your. ſelves, ( for ſo 1 

* know you will) let. all outz ſay; you ſee 
3 fyour Sins for Number innumerable; for Na- 
, ture heinous,and crying 3. arid for Weight in- 
jy bpportable,. even to corporal Weakneſs, to 
ft Walencſs and Fainting 3 accompanied with 
bk: Btange Fears and Conſumptions of: the Body 
of this is poſhble )3 ſay you feel the burden of 
»,nclean Hearts and Eyes.( uſaally they go 
6Bopether ) daily and hourly.3 that you can- 


«Hot think without Sinning, .nor look with- 
ir {ut Luſting, in ſudden motions ariſing from 
yery Creature, any way . capable. of. ſuch a 
WFefion 3 no, nor ſleep without hilthy Dreams, 


mptomes of an impure Heart : Say 
e\ready ;to fink every moment, under 
Deſpair, or Apoliacy, by reaſon of the 
altitude and preſſing conttancy of all the 
er: Was not David, a Man, after. God's 


ch 
Ne 
ve 


on Heart, was not penitent David thus af- 
nis/{ed, purſued and troubled, after his Pars 
Sn was obtained and aſſured to. him ? His 
Dy: WU awas: ever before him,, and yet he was then 

a P in 
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- ini-a Hate of Grace, Be not diſt 
.; only be careful to in his Steps, anid'ye 
” bal find his $1 "2 
' - "Queſt. How maiſere he wiciris ike 
Sins ſavingly, as David did, or no ?> + 

'  4nſw. By divers Marks it may be diſctrn- 


4 

| 
ed as, | 
- * Firſt, If you ſee Sin in it felf, as it is Sin, 
and as. abfiracted from Concomitants, viz, I. 1 
"Shame, and Pain. If you loath it, and your 1 
Flves for it, becauſe it is fo oppoſite to the} 
holy: and pure Nature of God 3 and if thef}, f 
' bent of your affecQion be againſt it, as the 
greateſt evilz that you defire freedom fromſ- 
Sh above all other Boonss if you be weary 
of it; to fear and hate it more than the Devil, 
'defiring it may be apprehended and killed'ath 
- every Sermon you hear 3 reſolving howſoevurf 
to kave all, whatever come: It it be *rhufp 
with you in ſome good meaſure,-it is a'go0d} 
tgn you ſee Sin aright, 

Secondly, If you ſee Sin ſo, as that for it 
you cannot ſee, to remember any -of yourſ th 
| performances of holy Duties, GRoryd 

verſion, This one thing T do, forgetting 
thoſe things which are behind, and reaching furt 
#0. thoſe things which are before, Þ preſs 'to vh1 
Mark , faith bleſſed Parl. David fafted and 
prayed, facrificed and ſung Pſalms, ſtood 'uf 
for the Church, and relieved the Poor, &c$* 
But none of theſe are now thought on to'bt 
mentioned, his Sin only is ever before himJA 
Oug 


tern) 


| Oar beſ Works: in 4 fate;of.. Grape, ara.ſy 
_fari fxom rheriting, that lomatimesithey! wall 
not come in to; yield a} Man any. comptars in 
. this Caſe: they:are fulloffailings,impuze aud 
imperfedt. There are.more:thregds of Copper 
than! of Gold, in the«.beft. Web we-weave-: 
Our very Righteouſneſ 5 4 a filtby Gartnen - 
While Sin-comes in | full; and ; perfec},. and 
ſo weighs down the. Scale'z,.that outignod 
Deeds are not:in memory 'when Sins is befare . 
us: If -It beſo with you, it Is another good” 
fign. | 2; 1\£ 11 ti: 
Thirdly, Tf, Sin be heavy to. you, all ofhet 
. Ctoſſes and Troubles are Ught in compatt- 
; fon, and'/more eaſily boriii | David was (gr1 
-voully afflicted, by the. rebellion. of. Ah/elen, 
and the death of Ammon, with {8 OLEGNGRS 
thereof 3) yet 'it is not. (hid, that thele-were 
before him, he was comfosted concerning 
them 3 but his Sin was lever: before him 'fÞ 
the Sufferings and Evils in the World, cauld 
it} not fo {much affe&..him.. | St. Panhi wer 
through many - Tribulations, endured-;great 
uf} Sufferings+ (as maybe rea&/ 12 Cor; L142 3,2 4, 
ing a large ) yet all theſe Scourges, Priſons, and 
J Perſccutions,” went not fa near his Heart as 
Sin, even the preſence, though not the power. 
indJof Sin; Though he ſuffered much, yet, we 
Sreade'notthat- ever he.icried,, Oh! fos: all ; 
and yet-he doth tor Sin 5; O wretched Man that 
bg am whoſpal deliver. me from this body of $iw,# 
im —_ we reade of Chryſoftom, when bg was 
C 2 threat- 
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thteatned Baniſhmetit by Endoxid, ſaid, Gd 
tell her; Nil nifi- peecatum time : i fear .n0- 
thing! but Sin.- ' To ſuch a one there is more 
_ evil-m a drop: of Corruption, than in a. ſea 
* of Atiction. - Say then, are/'all your Bur+ 
dens Yiothing to me burden of Sin-? It.1s a 
good fign. 

-  Foxurtbly, It you can think fornewhat com- 
. fortably of Death, and be content and defi> 
- o68%0 Die, chiefly for this end to be freed 
Hotn Sin, with thoſe combats 'and defiraQti- 
ons in Duty following it : That this ever may 
be/turned into never3 that Chrilt might be 
as Siti” is now, ever: before you : It is a very 
good fign ; and bleſſed are they which are in 
. this condition : They may be aſſured in the 
-Naine of :Chrift- Jeſus, ad by the Authority 
Totiiniitted to:bis Miniſters, to abſolve and 
heal Sin-fi ck-ſouls, that alltheir Sins are done 
away by: Faith» in the Blood of Chriſt, they 
ſhall: not die. He that cauſed your Sins to be 
ſet before your Face, hath caſi them behind 
4 his wn Back. When Iſrael {ee their own 
* Sins; the Lord-ſ@th no Sin in Iſrael. When 
the Church complains that ſhe is Black,, the 
Lord prochaimeth her, the faireſt among We- 
men. 

- Thus would I comfort all thoſe who are 
in this Condition, that I my felt might par- 
take with them in their Conſolation. It. is 
iny judgment, all the Promiſes belong to 


; and they ought to apply them. So 
that 
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that they may ay with the oſtle, It zs | 
fo be here aid ng Taber) w_ ſhield- 
from the roaring Lion, and our own Fran 


purſuing us? 00 IK 


IP 3. To choke up ——m i "the laſt plack, 

by way of. Irſtrifftion': From what hath-bekn 
Raid; you Fav Cryin ſome'Duties, moſt need 

you; viz; 

Firſt, To draw my Sith ( which ellewill, -, 
kei out.of ſight and memory'till the day't of 
Death;)or Judgment )' as Fozb did Abner, to 
kill x5 even all your Sins, for the kitids 
of chem, ſpare none, 'froth the firlt that was 
imputed, to the laſt that was*tommitted-by 
you, and ſct'them in' or de? before you, either 
by your Memory, or the help bf a'Note-book, 
Þ far forth as God ſhall enable you, particti® 
farly to recall, and give them their DeatHhs- 
wound, by he's plicatiori'bÞ Chriſt's Death. 
It is conceived | oþ did ſo, when he faid; He. 
could not anſwer for one of a thouſand. It i is 
manifeſt in Dafid, and reported of 'that holy 


Martyr, 'Mr. Bradford, that he kept a Dyarie, . 
or a Debt-book of Receipts and Expences,be- 


tween God ind his own Soul. It is 4 courſe 


full of Comfort and Profit ; Hereby it will 


come to paſs,” that when a Man draweth nigh 
to his Journeys-end, he ſhall have nothing to 
do, but to give good Conſe), to pray and., 


die. Now that'you may fo do, know ets 
t be one main difference between Natni 
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nod Grace j-:ther one ſeth Sin -ezer, the O- 
-;-+hex,; ſeth - itgwrer, or (to no purpole,, Ne- 
#mre4is ever- boating of Irinocency, of good 
Deeds, and of good affurance of, Salvatiog 
without any doubting. O God, 1 thank #bee, 
]- am, not 'as othexi Men are, ' Extortipners, Unjuſt, 
Adatterere, of as;this: Publicen: I faft twices 
Week, Be. Loke 118, 21;.; Nop, pulnerai fol 
munera — He ſhews not: , Want, but 
Y he While Grace, mo complains of 
n,. of glefects and imperfetions inthe beſt 
Bp: « Eventhe Righteoulneſsrof racious 
appears in; their ſight, ike Moon 
fu}} of ſpots: A penitent Pwblicay dares ript 


fr; up his Eyes towards. Heaven, but beats 


Breaſt and;@ys," 0. Ged, , be mergifid, to me, 
ai Sinner ! ven the chict of Sinners. Though 


. hejs:high in his Priviledges, yet how ſagpt is 


*"he:ip his AﬀeRions? Lord, I am H 
ay: Heaven, fajd that'holy Mar. 2 Po 

." Serondly; Beithankful for this ſight of Sin 
anditeſtitic this yqur thankfulnefs by a time- 


$ = of.the Means, to finiſhewhat is begun, 


cans ; I ſay; of InſpeRion 5 Meditations 
"and Prayes, » Of Infpeftion, into the Glaſs of 
the Law.. i, [This is that Light which diſco- 


vess thoſe Cormptions which lie unknown'in 


rhe darkneſs of Ignorance, and makes them 


appear' in their gue ſhape and proportions 
1 hat whichſeemcd butas a Mote, -willmow 
tergudggdias a Mountain, and that tobe Sin, 
Fonch: Þelore- Iogi'd.: as Righteouſnebs Here- 


 "_ 
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by yl will {ce much to:bemoan, to.confeſs>, 
andbe athamed' of, nothing to boaſt and glo<” 
ry.in. - Of, Meditation after every, Exerciſe; 
and therein be fxequent and conſtant, Readz 
ing and Hearing without Meditation, is like 
weak Phylick which- will- hot work. It ig 
not.takipg in of Food, but the Stomach-con- 
coQing it, which makes-it turn into Blood | 
and Spirits 3. ſo it is not the taking in of any 
Truth; at, the Ear, but . the meditating i8 
( which is - the concoGion. thereof in the 
Mind,) makes it nouriſh. B& frequent ir 
Meditation... Preſs your Con&ence with 
Pazticulars, ſaying, with deep. Sorrow, Theſe 
axe my Oaths, my Carnal Sports, and un- 
lawful Paſtimes:;; which now terrifie morg 
taan ,ever. they delighted me: This. is my 
Luxury, my Pride and Impurity : Thisis my 
Blindneſs and Hardneſs, Hypocriſy and Sa» 
crilegious Vain-glory, which is ſo much 
fixuck at. from Preſs and Pulpit: I am the 
Man,. and my ſins are ever before me. Unto 
this effe& let your Meditation be raiſed and 
continued. And laſily, Uſe . the exerciſe of 
frequent and fervent Urayer, in private to 
your offended God, that he would not only 
put away your. Sins, but alſo waſh you 


Ithroughly, and reſtore you the joy of his Sal> . 


vation. Be inſtant, and the Lord will not 

deny 3 Ton ſhall reap, if you faint not. | 
Thirdly, Your oo is, to ſet the Media- 

tor: always before youat the ſame time. To 
W P 4 * 3"; 
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ſee Sin without Chriſt, will drive you'to;d&+* 
(pair 3 and: to ſee: Chriſt without Sin,- may* 

* caſt.you upon-Preſumption 3 or at leaſt 0c» 
cafion you to undervalue Chrift,- and not" 
prize: him ſo highly'as he deſerves. - Labour: 
to ſte both-togethes. - Set Sin on: dhe hand; 
and. Chriſt. on the other, as a King, a Prieſt; 

+and a'Prophet 3: as a- King to rule you; as # 
Prophet to teach,and as a 'Prieft to facrifice and> 
ftisfe for:you, and all yours under Coves 
nant. Then by an appropriating Ae of Faith, 
receive and,apply -all his DoGrine to inform 
youy his Gaternment to ſubdue and'bring- you 
unto 'Selt-denial-z his Satisfadtion and Inter- 
cefſion to prevail for you 3 that his Obedience 
may be accepted for your Diſobedience, his 
Meritorious Sufterings for your Sins, and that 
' with his ſtripes you may be bealed. 4:14" h 
.- Objc&. But alas, I ſte my Sins ſo much and 
ſo.often, that T cannot,. T dare:not, apply any 
Promiſe, I know not with what fate to look up- 
on Chriſt, ſo abuſed, and even crucified by me-!** 
Anſw. True it is, and I believe a Chriſti» 

an may look upon his Sins in ſome Sence 
too much, and pore upon them too leng; 
and .fo liand in his own light, become 
an : hindrance to himſelf 3 eſpecially then, 
when he ſ{ha]l dwell upon Duties as if they 
werc his Saviour,- and hope for acceptance, 
by equalizing his Sorrow to his Sinsz when 
he laoks on them. ſo, as that they deter and 
keep him from Chriſt, .This is a fruit of 
oy | ie.”  Self- 


$ 
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- ind * Alfowed ith c tical > x 
uw ratich dinearfatncls Foo 


ſtudigth tobe rich itt” row and Sc -denial, 
befbre'he will" cake" fiſt, doth not _under- 


ftand®* God's Way* a Mcthog, nor. rightly 
app __ and* prize the Treaſure © 
in 'and by Chriſt.” HS, 'ybu had” no, 


if you hxaFVidory 8ve 4 'if .you 
ſy -walh away all your'® fret Wit 
then te would belſe ve; but. OY 1 ll. 


you, yout had'no need of Chr it. The whole * 
need not* a Phyſician , __ bac. bg T are ficks 
When yon are moſt 4p. 200 vile in your - 
own, Eyes, whet'you Fthy and wound 


6d, fick unto Death," then you have moſt. 
need! bf Chriſt; ahf* moſt right ak. him. 
Moſt need, T fay, becduſe of danger: As it. 
is with 'a* weary 'Swjmmer , 'who upon 2 
Ship-wrick, being caſt into the. Sea, to ſhife 
for hirhſetf, is there'toſt . with Billows 'up 
and down”, and *4tmoſt drowned , till - ac 
length he efpicth a Bough reached out to 
him from the'Shore, which he readily and 
thankfully (without any ſcruples or "doubts 
of his own unworthine(s” 'to have. ſuch. a 
favour) laieth 'hold on, and is ſafe. Thus 
it is] and thould be with ſinful Man. For 
in'truth this Swimmer is'Man, caſt into the 
Ocean ' of Legal' Fear and Trouble 3 Chriſt . 
is-the Tree of Life, offet'd © by the Father to” 
every one that: needeth ; and: will receive 


him 
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him. | He came not t the Righ but 
Sinnbvs.” If all forts, ans and Tate 
And 4s ey have moſkneed of him,. ſo: they: 
have' molt right. untg, Pat's becauſe; :of. the 


Covenant , whexein, all .the Promiſcs..are 
d - over to ſuch, .. Come, let, us reaſon. to 
Hr etedr pier; Sing wy 4 Crimſon, 
et eth whitg@as: S 

or If. 1, 18. wok All pre 
We pt Beavy- laden, ' come unto me, 4K. I will 
| reft, oft, Mat- II, 28. To him that, Fl 45, IBr 
Shie $7 will g give of the Water, of Life, freely. 
Rev, 21; 6: 

For, Hg ght ; of, Sin whig h. is hete dif. 
coutfed of, pin. Lal bo Faith and the, | 
Lg to "be begun.,.. and. a xeparation of 

rit}'s' Image” 5; you, which by reflection, 
cauſeth i itz and then not..to believe, not to;'ſhi 
receive him, not to give your ſelves to him,” 
that'you might. x6 reſt wholly upon-;him ,.is; | 
the greateſt that ever. yau committed, [ 
Think riot: to leſſen , by incrcafing your: | 
Sins. O add'not this to all, and above all 
the reſt. Refuſe not fo xich a Marriage bes, 
cauſe you are poor, mean,, and. F1419-=9 
If your Husband like to take you :with all, | 
your” Faults, - as in earneſt he. offereth, why; 
will you ſtand againſt your aw. Preferment? 
If you be mean and low, he, will zaiſe and 
advance you, if you be poor, he will ene: 
rich you 3 if you be deformed and loathſome.ch 


ro 


< 
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| Nor nothin Fn ie 
OF 3 a (ons BY pat wh "na one 
 JRags, *and to put on Bos bes. If you 


; he will ona beomy an J; 
ON. ſtain” ag Wglt;v Sin z. It, you + 
"Naked, he will cloat you with his own 


6 
Y 
J 
[ Ri wee We: and ſeat you above Angels. 
. briefly be willing to 'take Chriſt, and you 
» [ſhall want nothing. Give your ſelves to 


{ Thim freely, fully, deliberately, and: he will. 


», [prove a feſus to-you;, to-fave you-trom 
e; your Sins, which elſe will be ever before, 
| [and upon you in their full weight. Did 
0 Men know and ag! the Treaſure hid in 
0; ſhim, called wnſe AF, le Riches, there would 
be no need to de anys They would 
Is ſtake him more preddilh > than ever the hunted 
YN | Hart did the running Water. | 


Il } And now, to all who have travelled 
e-.hrough 'this Yilderneſs of fear and fſor- 
ow for Sin, and are come even to the 
\\Borders of Canaan; in the Name of God 
1 Father, I the moſt unworthy of all 

s Miniſters, do offcr unto you Chriſt 
ſw with all his Merits: take and apply 
ny! for all are yours, you are Chrili's, 
nes or” Chuil is God' Ss. And chus I have 
ro |}: brought 


3.be can. W\ Bcauty 
ty, - 3a 


* 4 
. 
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brought 'you td. the Fountain and: Diſpenſe |; 
of *ttne 'Ha where 1 hve "ya, $ 
with the reſt Ai Ne Goes þ Saints, 

to rejoyce in ays,. with Jo un k | 

ableand full of Glory. | Wo Ma 


Fat of ſ Sh El Is Tag 


SLY} 


th. 


a \. 


# ty 1:8 | A CADCY 1 }.: 4,22 Rach 
| Yorre Books Lately Printed for; and Sold 
y | þ cam Robinſon, at the Golder: 
L 702 it St. Paul's Church-Yard. "a 
| FOLIO. 


. JIO/epbur's Hiſtory of the Fews, with Cuts. 
J Biſhop Vſber's Body of Divinity, with his 
Life, and an Alphabetical Table, - the ſc- 
venth Edition. | 

Partheniſſa, a Romance. 

. YHeylin's Hiſtory of the World. 


In QUARTO. 


(Dr. Da Sermon at the Lady Alfor's 
Funeral. | 
: Dr.Bates's Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 
+ Dr. Zacomb, on the 8th of tht Romans. | 
Pr. Twckney's 40 Sermons on ſeveral occafions. 
—Ejus Prelefiones & Peterminationes, Lat, 
/.IMr. Haworth's ſeveral Pieces againſt the 
uakers. . 
he . Jeſuits Cabinet, or a Diſcourſe of the 
Jeſuits deſigns. 


Inn OCTAVO. 


r. Theoph, Gale, his Philoſophy. 
Anatomy of Infidelity. 
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Mt. hede's more Proofs for Infants | ſms 
6 hwHis:Freatife of Jian, 2 
—_ rBooks'd oy Deepen gt in- | 
ant-! 
Mr. Wills A. in Bin bf Infants 
Baptiſm, _—_ Mr. Danvers, 
A Conteſt for Chtiftianity: Or, an Accowdſht 
of two great Diputs. berween the Ana- 
hep and the | 
Me, Barret's Chriftiav Yoniped, bs #/ Dif: 
courſe on the Nature and Ptoperties of the 
Graces of Sandihcation. 
Mr. Sheltor's Diſcourſe of Superfticiow, with} - 
reſpect to the preſenr Times, 
A Catechiſm accarding to the Dodtrine of the 
.  Churchof Englaid, with Scripturc-Proofs 7 
at large, together with DireQions for plain 
Chriſitans to pray on moſt occaſions, and 
to receive the Lord's Supper, by the uſe 
\. _ and knowledg of the aid Catechifin, 
A Catechiſm 3 or the Church-CateShiſm in- 
;  larged, and the Do&trine proved by Scrip- 
cure, for the uſe bf ſuch as were not _—_ 
tized in their Infancy, or had.no "Gott Fa- 
, thers and God-Mothers. | 


— 


Mr. Ranew of Divine Meditation. 


In TWELVES. 


Mr. Pearſe's Great Concern, or DircQions fol 
a timely preparation for Death .. recom; 
mended as proper to be given at Funerals 

— 
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þ111184IThe beſt Match, or the Souls eſpouſal 
to Chriſt. 

Mr, 'Caſe*'s Treatiſe of Afflictions , uſeful 
for theſe Times. 

Mr, Hooker's Doubting Chriſtian drawn to 

Chriſt, 

| The Barren Fig-Tree, or the Fruitleſs Profel- 

; {or's Doom. By John Bunyon. 

| The Epitome of the Bible, briefly explaining 


the Contents of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, penned in Metre for better remem- 
brance, uſeful for Children. 

th} The Sacred Diary, or Sele& Meditations for 
every part of the Day. 


fs There is now in the Preſs a ſecond Volume 
in! of Dr. Manton's Sermons, which will be 


Publiſhed ſhortly, 


